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There has been very little crime reported recently but there have been several reports of 
rogue traders, offering gardening work and patio and path cleaning.    Scams Awareness Month is a national campaign launched by Citizens Advice to help people avoid falling prey to scams.  This urges people to take three steps to avoid being 
scammed – get advice, report them and tell others about it.  
  Never employ passing traders  Obtain quotes from at least three firms and ask to see photos and testimonials.  Never pay money up front  Not sure?  Don’t open the door  Consider referring to ‘Buy with Confidence’, a website listing businesses vetted and approved by Trading Standards.  https://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/ If you feel threatened call 999. 
 
Police would like to trace a man who helped a woman assaulted in Andover.  The woman 
was walking from Andover Carnival on July 17 at around 9pm, between the Old Down Road and Stubbs Court, when she was grabbed by the throat by a man. She was then 
pushed to the ground and kicked while she was lying on the ground. It was at this point 
the man appeared from the Stubbs Court area and asked the attacker to stop. This resulted in an argument between the two men and the woman was able to flee the 
scene. The woman suffered bruising.  Her attacker is described as being white, 6ft 1ins tall and of a medium build.  This Good Samaritan may have information which could help this 
investigation.  If you have any information please call PC Warner on 10, quoting 
44160267011, or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
Police officers in Hampshire are among the fittest in the country.  Just seven police officers 
out of 1,334 failed a fitness test in 12 months from September 2014 to August 2015, according to the College of Policing. 
 
There have been a couple of reports of purse thefts from shopper’s handbags in Andover 
recently so please take extra care.  Keep your purse or wallet close to your body and 
never in your back pocket and make sure you fasten your handbag. 

Be aware of who is near you when you are withdrawing money from ATM’s, banks 
or post offices or in crowded areas.  If you are concerned about anyone following 
you, call the Police.  Ladies - carry your bag close. Keep your bag fastened at all 
times.  Gentlemen - keep your wallet in an inside fastened pocket, if possible. 
Do not place your purse or wallet down on the counter when paying for items. 
Do not write down your pin numbers or keep it with your card. 
 



 
If you are considering booking a holiday please be aware of travel booking frauds when looking for last minute package deals / cheap flights. Whether paying upfront for a family 
holiday or simply booking a flight, payments are transferred only to discover that the holiday / airline ticket does not exist and was sold by a bogus travel company. Fraudsters 
will often lure in potential customers with low prices and ‘one time only’ offers, requesting 
payment by the preferred method of direct bank transfer.   
Avoid paying for a holiday / airline tickets / accommodation via direct bank transfer. No reputable company will ever request payment via this method, and do not respond to 
unsolicited calls, texts or emails offering holidays at incredibly low prices.  If you have been 
affect by this report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit www.actionfraud.police.uk 
 Protect Yourself - 

 Whenever possible, pay for your holiday by credit card as it offers increased protection. 
 Always remember to look for the ‘https’ and locked padlock icon in the address 

bar before entering your payment details. 
 Never feel pressured to make a booking for fear that you will miss out on this ‘low 

price’ opportunity. If you have never used the company before, take your time to 
do some online research to ensure they are reputable.  

 Should you make a flight or hotel booking through a travel company, feel free to 
separately check with the hotel / particular airline that your booking does indeed 
exist. 

Just a reminder not to leave dogs in hot cars – according to statistics taken from the 
Dogs Trust, the UK’s largest dog welfare charity: 

 More than one in 10 people know of a dog that has come to harm left in a parked 
car in hot weather. Almost half of us (48%) mistakenly believe it is OK to leave a dog 
in a car if counter-measures are taken (window open or parked in shade).Brits are 
far more likely to leave their dog in a car alone for a few minutes (28%) than their 
phone (10%).Over a quarter of UK dog owners admit to leaving their dog alone in 
parked cars.  AA call outs to rescue dogs locked in parked cars has increased by 
50% in the past six years. 

Did you know ….. 
Crimestoppers ‘Most Wanted’ van came to Andover and other Hampshire towns last 
month.  As a direct result 24 pieces of information were reported in just four days and four 
people have been detained as a result.  Last year the people of Hampshire passed on 2,324 pieces of useful information to Crimestoppers 
“The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil but because of those 
who look on and do nothing” – Albert Einstein 1957 
If you have any information in relation to any criminal or suspicious activity 
please report it to the Police on 101 or anonymously via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or on line at crimestoppers-uk.org. 
 


