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TW Glazing and  

Window Repairs  
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 
Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/
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Parish Church  

Associate Priest 
Rev  Ann Devereux                 01794 368335 
revadev316@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com  

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
pollyann@afmonk.co.uk 

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
Kingôs Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Jordan Matthews 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 
caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 
Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editors: Alex Preston 
               Sandie Pepperell 
               Sue Jackson 
               Gill Butler 
               Julia Bowen 

07775 335356 
01794 388021 
07891 930684 
01794 388831 
07765 106 854 

Advertising: Patsy Pritchard 07963 459686  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk


2  

 

Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00noon at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   

Contact: Roger Stephens    07483 211834        

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare Ã3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of Kingõs Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 3rd 
17th and 31st August 2026. 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 31st August, 
14th September and 28th September 2026. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 7th September and 
14th September 2026. 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
term time, 3.30pm - 5.30pm at the 
Methodist Church. 
Contact:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

sambarnesyouthworker@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson                                                                                       

07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Scouts 
BeaversMondays  6.00pm 
Contact: 11th Romsey Scouts @gmail.com  

Village Directory  
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Services for the over 50õs 

Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               07765 106854 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00amð1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427  

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com   

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Lane         07530 893773 
 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first  Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Somborne Soloõs Group 
Meet 3rd Wednesday of the month for 
lunch at a local pub. For people who are on 
their own.  
Contact: SueFundrey              07720746516 

sue.fundrey@btinternet.com 

Somborne Speedwatch 
Contact: Nicola Pye             01794 388405 

nicola@yewbank.net 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Womenõs  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Womenõs Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Menõs Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Rob Draper 07960 995 280 
                Heidi Barnes  07943 818 019  

Village Directory (continued) 

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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ôThe Gauntletõ August issue 

óThe Gauntletô team would like to apologise for some blank pages in some 
editions that appeared in the August issue. 

The team are having some problems with our parish printer at the moment 
despite the hard work of our voluntary printing and collating teams, we were 
unable to correct those issues which were delivered with blank pages.  Efforts 
are being made to get an engineer out to repair the copier, but we may 
experience some problems again in the September issue.  Hopefully this will 
be resolved shortly 

We do hope you will understand and bear with us in the meantime. 

Summer has arrived in Kingôs 
Somborne and the Marquee Markets 
already here for two great 
weeks ..  Visitors from Winchester, 
and even one from Czechiaé.! 
 

What an amazing talent in the village 
and I wonôt catch all the names, 
apologies in advance !... but we had 
Josieôs lovely soaps, beautifully made 
and full of aroma, Sophieôs beautiful 
pendants and bracelets which must 
have taken loads of time, but so worth 
it. 

Bargain books from Carolyn and Phil, 
Steve and Christine. I was able to get 
two for Ã1 as an extravagant birthday 
present for my wife...and what about 
the table for the children, with Howard 
and Alwena.. Last week any budding 
Davids could take a pot shot at Goliath 
with one of his five round stones (?); 
this week they were making a sea 
scene with Jonah going down with the 
whale. 

Marquee Magic Raises £1,500 and Counting 
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Next door was the genuine Kingôs 
Somborne honey from Adam at Old 
Palace farmhouse , which went fast. 
Talking of fast, the cakes were so good 
that three from Linda, Jane, and others 
were sold before the market opened ! . 
This week fresh delicious bread from 
Judy which was still warm. 
 

Fresh vegetables despite the drought 
thanks to Tina and Norman, loads of   
ñnearly newò (or so they said) from 
Rob and Jude, and there were more 
tables for them than for anyone else as 
thereôs so much, lovely plant pots, 
jewellery, glasses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And valuable old magazines about the 
school and the church, and lovely 
cards and of course tea towels. We 
mustnôt forget the raffle with Joan and 
Eileen with super prizes like late 
bottled Grahamôs Port, and more. 
 

And of course inside the church a 
place to sit and enjoy coffees, teas and 
even more delicious cakes with Marge 
and Barb and their wonderfully 
welcoming gang, to take a break there, 
have a chat, and go back shopping 
again. 
 
 
 

What an amazing village team. I 
apologise to the many names I will 
have missed, and what an amazing 
and  worthwhile effort. 
 
It has raised so far the wonderful sum 
of Ã1534.47é for just these two 
weeks, with three more to go...see you 
all next year !   

Peter Bacon 
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Did you know that recycling your 
unwanted clothes here in the village 
can help support lifesaving work 
across Hampshire? We have two 
clothes recycling bins located at the 
recreation ground (adjacent to the 
scout hut) that raise funds for 
Hampshire Search and Rescue, known 
as HANTSAR. Donations are 
collected and sorted by an external 
company, and HANTSAR receives a 
contribution based on the amount 
collected. 
 

Who are Hampshire Search and 
Rescue? 
 

Someone is reported missing every 90 
seconds in the UK. Closer to home, 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Constabulary receives around 29 
missing person reports every day. 
 

That is where HANTSAR comes in. 
Hampshire Search and Rescue is a 
volunteer-led charity that assists the 

police in searching for high-risk 
missing people, including children, the 
elderly, those living with dementia, 
and people experiencing a severe 
mental health crisis. 
 

Since its creation in 2003, HANTSAR 
has been called out more than 1,200 
times. So far this year, the team has 
responded to 50 callouts, including 
one 96-hour period in which 
volunteers were deployed on nine 
separate occasions. Their volunteers 
are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, whatever the weather. 
 

HANTSAR also has specialist teams, 
including a medical team, drone team, 
water team and rope team.  

How Recycling Your Old Clothes Could Help Save Lives 
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These teams can also be called upon to 
assist other emergency services; for 
example, the drone team recently 
supported Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Fire and Rescue Service by 
providing live aerial footage of the 
wildfire near Romsey. 
 

As a charity, HANTSAR relies 
entirely on donations, occasional 
grants, and fundraising. Its dedicated 
volunteers provide much of their own 
equipment and pay for their own travel 
to training sessions and live searches. 
 

Recycling your old clothes is not only 
environmentally friendly, but also a 
simple way to support this vital local 
service. HANTSAR needs to raise at 
least Ã85,000 each year just to remain 
operational. 
 

The bins do occasionally become full. 
They are monitored, and the collection 
company is contacted as soon as this 
happens, although it can sometimes 
take a couple of days for them to 
respond. 

Please recycle 

¶ All clothing 
¶ Paired shoes ð please tie them 

together or secure them with an 
elastic band 

¶ Sheets 
¶ Towels 
¶ Blankets 
¶ Curtains 
¶ Belts 
¶ Bags 
 
Please do not donate soiled or 
contaminated rags, pillows, or 
duvets. 
 
Before you donate 

¶ Please place all donations in 
sealed bags. 

¶ Do not leave bags outside the 
clothing bank. 

 

Thank you. 
Karen Bolton 
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Photos for the cover 
We now have the cover of The Gauntlet printed in colour by a commercial 
printer.  To ensure that the printed pages are back in time to be collated with 
the rest of the magazine, I need to send them before the 15th. So, I can only 
consider photos for the cover if I receive them by the 12th.  To make sure that 
they reach me without delay, please now send them directly to me at 
harvey.saunders1@btinternet.com  

This monthôs cover photo was supplied by Abigail Larkinðthank you! 

The Allotments had almost perfect 
weather for their inaugural vegetable 
and flower show in July.  It was lovely 
to see so many visitors from the 
village walking round and viewing the 
allotments. For many, it was their first 
time on the new allotment site. 
 

Jamie and Carolyn Lane won óBest in 
Showô with Jane and Simon Payne a 
close second.  There was plenty of 
laughter at some of the stranger 
category results and the Allotments 
would like to thank Ann Snellgrove 
for kindly judging the competition. 
 

Too much was eaten (and, in some 
cases, drunk?) at the BBQ after the 
event.  A great way to celebrate the 
wonderful little community working 
away on the allotment site. 
 

Bring on next yearôs showé  
 

Lorna Brown                    

Successful First Allotment Vegetable and Flower Show 

______________________________________________ 

This monthôs editor of The Gauntlet is Alex Preston. 
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Will you join in a 

Jumble Trail? 
 

I would like to hold a óJumble Trailô in 
the village on the 19th September. Itôs a 
bit like a car boot sale BUT itôs on 
your drive or front garden. You pay to 
enter, that money goes to Macmillan, 
then what you sell is your money. 
When, or if, people are interested I will 
draw up a map of who and where the 
sales are going to be. 
 

This has been done before in the 
village, a while ago now, but I seem to 
remember it was a success! 
 

Please email me janettebatch25@gmail.com if you are interested or have any 
questions. 

Janette Batchelor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At 7.14pm on 12 August, the Sun 
almost vanished over Hampshire. 
Kingôs Somborne did something 
nearly as remarkable: it stopped. 
 

We headed up Cow Drove Hill, where 
half the village appeared to have had 
precisely the same idea. Eclipse 
glasses were passed around, children 
charged about, old friends bumped 
into one another and new introductions 
were made ï all while the Moon took 

an enormous bite out of the evening 
Sun. 
 

Even the hedgerows were putting on a 
show. Blackberries were already 
gloriously ripe, providing useful 
entertainment for smaller members of 
the expedition while the heavens got 
themselves organised. 
 

For all the astronomical grandeur, 
though, the best bit was wonderfully 
earthly: a hilltop full of neighbours, 
chatting, laughing and looking up 
together. 
 

The next total solar eclipse visible 
from the UK isnôt until 2090. By then, 
most of us will be otherwise engaged. 
So perhaps the real rarity wasnôt above 
us at all. It was a village stopping, 
together, for an hour on an August 
evening. 

Alexander Preston 

A Very Somborne Eclipse  

mailto:janettebatch25@gmail.com
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Somborne Sisterhood 

It was lovely to see so many members 
of the local community join the 
August open meeting of the Somborne 
Sisterhood WI to hear from The 
Deputy Speaker of the House of 
Commons, Rt Hon Caroline Nokes 
MP. Visitors enjoyed coffee, tea and 
cake as well as taking part in the raffle 
for two hampers.  

Caroline shared insights into her 
prestigious parliamentary role and 
provided a behind-the-scenes look into 
the mechanics of British governance 
as well as championing the local 
community. Caroline detailed her 
daily responsibilities since being 
elected as a Deputy Speaker. She 
highlighted what it means to step into 
the Chair, maintain order during fiery 
debates, and remain completely 
impartial. Caroline also talked about 
her former role as Chair of the Women 
and Equalities Select Committee and 
the impact of such work upon 
government particularly during the 
Covid pandemic.  

Caroline was happy to answer 
questions from the floor covering such 
issues as the release of prisoners, local 
government reorganisation and water 
quality in the River Test.  
 

The next meeting of the Somborne 
Sisterhood WI will be on Wednesday 
2nd September at 7:30pm. We will be 
getting to grips with Tai Chi and 
guests are welcome to join us (Ã7).  
 

Natalie Ellison  

Caroline Nokes Shares Life in the Chair  
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Somborne Speedwatch 
 

If you would like to help slow down the traffic coming through the village, 
please  

Contact    Nicola Pye 01794 388 405  nicola@yewbank.net 

mailto:nicola@yewbank.net
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Kingõs Somborne 

Womenõs Institute 

 
On the glorious 12th August, King's 
Somborne WI held their 
popular afternoon tea.  The event this 
year raised funds for future WI 
activities and Winchester Beacon 
nightshelter. 
 

WI members served each guest with a 
delicious plate of sandwiches and 
scones, which were followed by 
scrumptious cake.  Refreshments 
included a welcome glass of 
prosecco / elderflower and oceans of 
tea. 
 

This very successful event, held in the 
Working Men's Club, was completed 
with drawing of the raffle. 
 

Can I take this opportunity to thank 
again all the wonderful WI ladies for 
their baking, sandwich making, flower 
arranging and generous donations of 
raffle prizes. 
 

 
The WI would also like to thank the 
Club Committee and especially Tracey 
for all her hard work in making this 
event such a success. 
 

Last but by no means least, thank you 
to everyone who came to enjoy the 
day. 
 

Sarah Pennington 

Afternoon Tea Raises a Cheer 
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Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Parish Council, Kingôs Somborne 
Working Menôs Club has recently 
installed a set of electric double bar 
shutters.  
 

This is a fabulous upgrade for the 
Club as it enables it to be hired as a 
venue for lots of new activities 
including a Youth Club for the village.  
 

If you are interested in hiring the Club 
for a private function or maybe 
running a new community group 
(Yoga, Pilates, art class, bridge club 
etc.), please contact Tracy White on 
kswmcevents@yahoo.co.uk for more 
information.  

 

Lorna Brown                    

New Shutters Open New Doors 

______________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
shared their views in the 
playground survey. We had 
nearly 200 responses which 
is amazing. The results have 
now been passed to the 
Parish Council. 
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Kingõs Somborne Working Men's Club ð 

Available for Hire! 
 

Did you know that Kingôs Somborne Working Men's Club is available to hire 
for private functions and community events? 

Whether you're planning a birthday party, family celebration, anniversary, 
meeting, fundraiser, or another special occasion, our welcoming venue could 

be the perfect place to host your event. 

If you're interested in hiring the club or would like to find out more about 
availability and facilities, we'd love to hear from you. 

Please email us at kswmcevents@yahoo.com for more information or to 
discuss your booking. 

We look forward to helping make your event a success! 

We all worry that someone who lives alone may have a crisis at home 
- a fall or a health crisis - and nobody knows or is able to help. 

So if you live alone, perhaps you could think about things you can do 
to avoid this: 

§ Does someone check on you every day? It could be a phone call or 
just checking that youôve opened your curtains. 

§ Give a neighbour or a friend who lives nearby a key for your house 
so they can let the emergency services have access. 

§ You might like to consider having a key safe fitted. 

§ Also make sure someone knows the phone number or email of a 
person you would like to be contacted in an emergency. 

§ Consider a personal alarm for ease of calling for help if you need it. 

§ Have the phone number of a neighbour or nearby friend so you can 
contact them in an emergency. 

§ If you have a mobile phone, keep it with you all the time. 

There are times when we all need help!  

Do you live alone? 
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Hello, I'm Maddie Preston, and I'm excited to be joining The Gauntlet with a new 
monthly family column. 
 

One thing I've learned from reading 
The Gauntlet is that there's always 
something happening in and around 
the area. The event diary is brilliant 
and, with a young family, I'm 
always looking for ideas for 
weekends, school holidays and 
those afternoons when we just want 
to get out and explore somewhere 
new. 
 

I live in King's Somborne with my 
husband, Alex, and our son, and each month I'll be sharing somewhere we've 
visited or been recommended, whether that's a local play area, family-friendly 
walk, caf®, event or day out a little further afield. 
 

If you know a hidden gem that every family should try, do send your suggestions 
to The Gauntlet team at thegauntletmag@hotmail.com. We'd love to hear from 
you! See you next month.  

Maddie Preston 

Out & About with Maddie  

Three things to do this September 
 

September is one of the best months to get out and explore, with quieter 
attractions, beautiful countryside and plenty to discover on our doorstep. 
 

Go blackberry picking 
The hedgerows are bursting with blackberries right now. Take a tub on 
your next walk and you'll come home with enough for a crumble, if they 
make it back without being eaten first. 
 

Try Longstock Play Park 
A bit of a hidden gem. Plenty of space to run, climb and explore, with 
enough going on to keep little legs busy for an hour or two. 
 

Visit Houghton Lodge Gardens 
One of those places that somehow still feels like a local secret. Beautiful 
gardens, the River Test on your doorstep and a caf® that's worth the stop 
on its own. 
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Village diary for September 2026 

Every Monday           6.00 pm    Beavers 
                                   6.00 pm    Monday Club at the Club 
                                   7.30 pm    Badminton (September to April) 
                                   7.30 pm    Skittles 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.15am    WI Walking Group  
                                    9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride   
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm Needleworkers     

 

1st Computer cafe 10.00am 

 Bingo at the Club 6.00pm 
for 
8.00pm 

2nd WI Sisterhood  7.30pm 

8th Epworth Lunch 12.30pm 

8th Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

9th WI 7.30pm 

10th  Community  
Cinema 
Finding Emily 

7.15pm 
for 
8.00pm 

12th  Ride and Stride  

12th  Childrenôs Disco 6.30pm 

14th  Parish Council 7.00pm 

15th  Computer cafe 10.00am 

16th  Wednesday  
Wanderers 

10.00am 

16th  Somborne Solos  Lunch 

16th  Contemplative  
Prayer  

7.30pm 

17th  Minibus to 
Boscombe 

10.00am 

19th  Jumble Trail for 
Macmillan 

10.00am 

22nd Short Mat  Bowls 2.00pm 

23rd Womenôs  
Fellowship 

2.30pm 

23rd Somborne Society  7.30pm for 
8.00pm 

25th  Macmillan Coffee 
at the Club 

10.00am 
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District diary for September 2026 

Winchester Cathedral 
15ï18 Sept Afternoon Tea: Elegant tea 
during the Wild! Festival 
15 Sept Flower Demonstration: With 
the Cathedral Flower Team 
24 Sept Radiohead Reimagined: 
Presented by London Concertante 
24 Sept University Welcome Week: 
For University of Winchester students 
 
Museum of the Iron Age, Andover 
13 Sept The Romans are Coming!: 
Roman history comes to life 
Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
3 Sept September Evening Supper: 
Seasonal supper after hours 
11 Sept Murder Mystery Dinner: 
Supper with a whodunit twist 
20 Sept Botanical Pottery Jug: Make 
your own hand-built jug 
30 Sept Autumn Wreath Workshop: 
Create a seasonal natural wreath 
 
Houghton Lodge Gardens 
27 Sept Apple Day: A celebration for 
apple lovers 
 
Hawk Conservancy Trust 
5 Sept International Vulture 
Awareness Day: Discover the world of 
vultures 
12 Sept Fine Dining at Feathers: A 
sumptuous five-course dinner 
20 Sept Wings & Woodlands Artisan 
Market: Local makers and artisan 
stalls 
 
Hampshire Farmersô Markets 
6 Sept Romsey: 10amï1pm, Alma 
Road Car Park 
13 & 27 Sept Winchester: 9amï2pm, 
city centre 
 

Romsey Show 
12 Sept Broadlands: One of Englandôs 
great agricultural shows 
 
Southampton International Boat 
Show 
18ï27 Sept Mayflower Park: The 
UKôs flagship boating festival 
 
Portsmouth International Kite 
Festival 
12ï13 Sept Southsea Common: 
Spectacular kites and family activities 
 
Hampshire Countryside Day 
13 Sept Bereleigh Estate: Country 
sports, displays and 100+ stands 
 
International Autojumble 
12ï13 Sept Beaulieu: Europeôs largest 

vintage motoring sale  

Karen Bolton 

DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Wednesday at 9.15a.m. a 
group of us from the W.I. meet 
behind the Parish Church, beside 
the John OôGaunt sign and walk 
together exploring the local 
countryside. We walk for a couple 
of hours with occasionally a stop 
for coffee on the way and very 
occasionally even cake and always 
a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we 
would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John OôGaunt 
sign one Wednesday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for 
more information.  
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Theatres 

Theatre Royal Winchester 
 
2ï3 Sept Jane Eyre: Bront±ôs gothic 
romance on the Yorkshire moors 
4 Sept A Night to Remember Motown 
Show: Classic Motown hits from 1960s 
Detroit 
5 Sept The Legend of Springsteen: 
Celebrating the music of Bruce 
Springsteen 
8 Sept Ivo Graham: Orange Crush: 
Award-winning stand-up comedy 
9 Sept Paul Zerdin: Shut Your Mouth: 
Master ventriloquist and Americaôs Got 
Talent winner 
10 Sept The History of Rock: A journey 
through rockôs greatest eras 
11 Sept Breaking Ballroom: Ballroom 
dance with theatrical flair 
12 Sept A Tribute to Sting and The 
Police: Europeôs leading Sting tribute 
15 Sept The Carpenters: Voice of the 
Heart: The timeless Carpenters sound 
19 Sept Marvin Muonek®ôs Big Band: 
Big-band vocals and live music 
21ï22 Sept Iolanthe: Gilbert & 
Sullivanôs satire of power and politics 
26 Sept Winchester Comedy Festival: 
Autumn Gala: An evening of stand-up 
comedy 
 
Mayflower Studios , Southampton 
 
6 Sept Thank You For The Music: The 
ultimate ABBA tribute 
9ï12 Sept The Pianist: Based on 
Wğadysğaw Szpilmanôs bestselling 
memoir 
13 Sept David Essex: Thanks for the 
Memories: David Essex OBE returns 
23 Sept Paul Merton & Suki Websterôs 
Improv Show: An evening of 
improvised comedy 

24 Septï24 Oct Moulin Rouge! The 
Musical: A spectacular world of music 
and excess 
 
Chesil Theatre , Winchester 
 
26 Septï4 Oct Home, Iôm Darling!: A 
1950s dream with cracks beneath the 
surface  
 
Plaza Theatre Romsey 
 
4 Sept Crazy Little Thing Called 
Queen: A high-energy Queen tribute 
15ï19 Sept Relative Values: No±l 
Cowardôs comedy of class and marriage 
25 Sept Chuckl. Romsey: Live comedy 
with Angela Barnes & guests 
26 Sept The Zoots: Sound of the 60s: A 
feel-good trip through the ô60s 
 
 
The Lights Theatre , Andover 
 
17 Sept Ultimate Elvis: One of the 
worldôs leading Elvis tribute acts 
19 Sept Club 80ôs 2026: A high-energy 
trip back to the ô80s 
25 Sept The Three Musketeers: A 
hilarious family farce 
26 Sept Dreamcoat Stars: Musical 
theatre stars sing the greatest hits 

 

Karen Bolton 
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 Parish Council  Notes        August 2026 

August is usually a quiet month with 
everybody away and no Parish Council 
meeting; however, work has continued 
in the background. 
 
Community Group 
The Community Group looking at the 
Shop and Crown continue efforts to 
establish the viability of a community 
stake should commercial operation 
cease. 
There is no further news from Punch, 
owners of the Crown. They still have 
not got vacant possession at the time of 
writing. 
Research continues into the shop, still 
run for our benefit by the current 
owners. The group has prepared an 
update, including detail about the 
Crown; see the separate article. 
The PC are grateful for their efforts. 
 
20mph Zone 
The Parish Council approved the 
proposed signage but requested Eldon 
Road be included. HCC have updated 
their plans for PC approval. 
 
The Hut 
We are still awaiting the structural 
engineerôs documentation to enable 
installation of French doors. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Members of the PC Planning 
Committee remain concerned about 
affordable housing. Unfortunately, this 
is largely in the hands of unregulated 
Housing Associations. 
A meeting has been held with TVBC 
Planning and Housing Departments 
regarding NDP sites, to ensure 
affordable homes are provided in line 
with legislation, which permits 
financial contributions in lieu. The 

meeting was positive and TVBC 
agreed to assist. 
Future affordable housing depends on 
a willing housing association, 
irrespective of the wishes of the PC, 
TVBC or developers. Affordable 
housing is generally split 70% rental 
and 30% part ownership. Housing 
associations favour larger groups of 
housing, contrary to the NDP. Finding 
a solution will be problematic, but the 
PC is doing its best to facilitate a 
satisfactory outcome. 
Shorewood Homes are preparing a pre-
application for the Eldon Road site and 
consulting with TVBC. They are 
aware of the issue, and TVBC agreed 
to a joint meeting once proposals are 
firmed up. 
The Spenserôs Farm development has 
outline planning permission and 
provision for statutory housing. 
However, detailed permission is still 
required and a workable scheme 
derived if a financial contribution in 
lieu is to be avoided. 
 
Resilience 
The PC and Village Hall Committee 
have discussed adding solar panels and 
a battery to the Village Hall electrical 
system. This could reduce bills and, 
with the PCôs generator, provide 
further resilience, the Hall being the 
identified emergency hub. 
 
Parish Council 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday 7th September at the Epworth 
Hall at 7pm. Parishioners are welcome 
to attend and raise any matter of 
concern with the Council. 

Graham Searle 
Chair, Kingôs Somborne Parish 

Council 
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Somborne and District Society 

Welcome to the first Gauntlet article 
of the new society year. Right now, 
my rather dry and brown garden is 
full of white butterflies, but we also 
have occasional visits from a muntjac 
deer. I hope you are enjoying the sun 
and managing to stay comfortable in 
this hot weather. 
 

In July the society held its AGM, 
which was followed by an excellent 
talk from Sabrina Mercer, Head of 
Strategy for Siemens Energy in the 
UK & Ireland. Her talk on ñThe 
Energy Sector Through the Agesò 
took us on a journey through the 
history of energy in the UK and 
further afield. I enjoyed Sabrinaôs 
talk and received very 
complimentary feedback from our 
attendees, so thank you Sabrina. 
 

At the AGM we started with drinks 
and a tasty spread of nibbles. The 
drinks were provided by the society 
and the nibbles kindly donated by 
volunteers ï thank you all. This 
AGM was significant as our long-
standing president Terry 
Mackinstosh stood down, and a new 
president Michael Reynolds was 
elected to the role for a five-year 
term. Thank you very much to both. 
 

The societyôs committee has shrunk 
this year, so we are even more keen 
for people to join us and take on an 
active role. However, I do of course 
thank all committee members and 
those that contribute to the society in 
some way.  
 
 
 

Are you interested in our local 
heritage and community? If you are 
interested, please strongly consider 
coming forward and volunteer to join 
the committee. 
 

On Wednesday the 23rd of 
September, 7:30pm for an 8pm start, 
we have our first talk of the year in 
the village hall. This talk will be by 
our new president, Michael 
Reynolds, on Thomas Paine and the 
Age of Revolution. ñThomas Paine 
was a radical thinker whose ideas 
and writings inspired both the 
American War of Independence and 
the French Revolution. His rival 
Edmund Burke is known as the 
Father of Modern Conservatism and 
Paine could be said to be the founder 
of modern Socialism.ò 
 

Steve Silver-Warner  
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Chronic Kidney Disease 
 

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a 
long-term condition where the 
kidneys do not work as well as they 
should.  It's a common condition often 
associated with getting 
older.   Chronic kidney disease 
is usually caused by other 
conditions that put a strain on the 
kidneys such as high blood pressure, 
diabetes, high cholesterol.  You can 
help prevent CKD by making healthy 
lifestyle changes and ensuring any 
underlying conditions are well 
controlled. 
 
 
 
 

CKD can get worse over time and 
eventually the kidneys may stop 
working altogether, but this is 
uncommon. Many people with CKD 
are able to live long lives with the 
condition. 4% of our practice 
population have been diagnosed with 
CKD.   In order to determine how the 
kidneys are functioning patients need 
to have both a blood test and a urine 
test at least annually.  In the coming 
months we will be ensuring that all 
patients who have a diagnosis of CKD 
have up to date blood and urine test 
results.  
 

For more information please see 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-
disease  

Following our recent Care Quality Commission (CQC) assessment, our 
practice was rated Good for being Effective, Caring and Responsive, 
reflecting the high standard of clinical care we provide, the compassion 
shown by our team, and our commitment to ensuring patients can access 
the care they need. The CQC found that patients consistently described 
our staff as kind, caring and respectful, with excellent patient feedback on 
access to appointments and helpful reception staff. They also recognised 
our strong clinical outcomes, including childhood immunisations, cervi-
cal screening and support to help patients live healthier lives. 
 
While our overall rating was Requires Improvement, the areas identi-
fied relate primarily to governance, documentation and regulatory pro-
cesses rather than the quality of care patients receive. We have already 
addressed many of the issues raised and have comprehensive action plans 
in place to strengthen our systems further. We remain fully committed to 
providing safe, high-quality care for our patients and will continue to 
build on the many positive aspects recognised in the report. 
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New Season of Somborne Sessions 

Ready to Roll! 

The 2026-7 season of the Somborne 
Sessions- top quality live music at 
value for money prices in our very 
own Village Hall- has now been 
completely finalised. Itôs our 
SIXTEENTH season (how time flies!) 
and to say weôre delighted with the 
line-up we have waiting for you would 
be an understatement. 
 

We start off on Saturday 10 October 
with Rob Clamp and Trio. Hailing all 
the way from Southampton, Rob is an 
absolutely zinging performer who 
blends classic vocals with acoustic 
guitar. He will be performing with a 
trio of his regular players. 
 

Saturday 14 November sees us 
welcoming The Celtic Social Club, 
seven Franco- Irish musicians who 
have made a big name for themselves 
with their daring re-readings of the 
Celtic music tradition. 
 

On Saturday 12 December, Alice 
Armstrong performs at the Sessions. 
Alice has been a Top Three nominee at 
the Jazz FM Awards and was named 
Vocalist of the Year at the UK Blues 
Awards. 
 

Talking of blues, chase any of the New 
Year Variety away on Saturday 30 
January 2027 when Alex Roberts takes 
to the Village Hall stage. Alex is a 
highly acclaimed songwriter, multi-
instrumentalist and bard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Lucca Mae and Band, performing on 
Saturday 13 March 2027, play what 
has been described as ska-infused soul 
and are clearly doing something very 
right, having sold out gigs across the  
 

UK as well as in Australia and Canada. 
To round the Season off, on Saturday 
17 April 2027 we are delighted to 
welcome Lauren Housley and the 
Northern Cowboys. Yorkshire singer-
songwriter Lauren and her band play 
an intriguing and brilliant blend of 
classic Northern Soul, blues rock and 
old-school Country. 
 

We canôt wait to see and hear all these 
wonderful musicians and hope you feel 
the same way! As usual, all of the gigs 
will take place in our very own Village 
Hall, with doors opening at 7.30 pm 
for an 8 pm start.  
 

Tickets are now on sale for all 
performances and are available from 
www.sombornesessions.co.uk where 
you can also find more information 
about our line-up. Season passes, 
giving admission to every gig of the 
Season, are also available at the 
bargain price of Ã95, which is a big 
saving across the board. Please note, 
however, that passes are a special pre-
Season deal only. To buy a pass, or for 
more information, please contact 
sombornesessions@gmail.com . 
 

Here's to a wonderful sixteenth season 
of The Sessions! 
 

Peter Duncan 
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Save OUR Crown 

Sadly, as we all know, the Crown 
remains closed and may remain so for 
some time. We understand Punch are 
considering substantial investment and 
seeking a new tenant for a refurbished 
Crown. If that happens, Kingôs 
Somborne will have its pub once more. 
 

However, Punch could decide to sell, 
creating uncertainty over the Crownôs 
future. 
 
The Parish Council recognises the 
Crown as an important part of 
community life and of the historic 
group including the Grade II listed 
church, Lutyens war memorial and 
Parsonage Farm Barns. 
 

Following discussion at the village 
annual meeting on 6th May, volunteers 
were invited to investigate the possible 
community purchase of key village 
assets, including the Crown. 
 
A group of five volunteers, led by 
Estelle Hutchinson, has since explored 
options should Punch decide to sell. 
They have consulted extensively with 
Plunkett, which has helped more than 
200 communities purchase village 
pubs over the past 10 years. A nearby 
example is The Plough at Longparish, 
now community-owned and profitable. 
 

Their work suggests a successful 
purchase would likely require Parish 
Council support, a long-term 
government loan and a community 
share offer. A Community Benefit 
Society would oversee any purchase, 
business plan, fundraising, 
refurbishment and future management. 
 
 
 
 

As the Crown is an Asset of 
Community Value, the community 
currently has a period in which to bid 
if it is offered for sale. New legislation 
is also expected to strengthen 
communitiesô rights to buy important 
local assets.  
 

The Parish Council will support an 
enlarged volunteer group to explore 
the option further if Punch decides to 
sell. We do not know when, or if, that 
decision will come, but preparation 
now would be sensible. 
Four or five additional volunteers are 
needed, particularly those with 
experience in business planning, 
accounting, property refurbishment, 
project management, legal or company 
secretarial matters. Pub, restaurant or 
hospitality experience would also be 
very welcome. 
 

If the Crown is sold and the 
community chooses to buy, this would 
be a major project requiring 
considerable effort, but also an 
opportunity to help secure an 
important village asset for future 
generations. 

 
 

CONTACT ESTELLE AT 
ehutchinson96@gmail.com 
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HAMPSHIRE & THE ISLANDS HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST 

helping to maintain the historic churches in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 
RIDE AND STRIDE 2026 

 

Saturday 12th September 2026 
 

Most of the churches and chapels in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight will be 
open. 

¶ Have a family fun day out and discover the beautiful churches and chapels 

on your doorstep, by taking part in a sponsored cycle, walk or journey by 

car or horseback too if you wish. 

¶ Enjoy a warm welcome along the way! 

¶ Help to preserve our churches for future generations. 

 
Visit the HIHCT website www.hihct.org.uk 

or contact Phil Carr on 07860 107012 

                                          Family Friday 
            A new event for your diary 
 
On Friday the 11th of September in St Peter and St Paulõs we 
will be holding the first of our new monthly after school 
events.  

 
It will run between 
3.15pm and 4.30pm on 
the second Friday of the 
month and has something 
for the whole family, 
especially children. So 
come along for crafts, 
chat, singing and more.  
 
 
P.S. There will be 
cake! 


