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TW Glazing and 

Window Repairs 
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 

Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/
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BUY LOCAL WILD 
VENISON  

We provide ‘field to fork’ sustainable wild venison with a low food 
miles footprint from our five-star hygiene rated local company.  

Choose from our exciting range of burgers, sausages, loin fillet, 
haunch steaks, diced, mince, roasting joints and shanks. 

Visit our website www.testvalleyvenison.co.uk to find out more, 
including products, prices, recipes, testimonials 

 and customer reviews. 
Contact by email paul@testvalleyvenison.co.uk  

or call us: 07741 778853 
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Parish Church  

Priest in charge:  
Rev Tom Benson                 01794 368335 
tbenson09@aol.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
pollyann@afmonk.co.uk 

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
King’s Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Graham Searle 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editors: Sandie Pepperell 
               Sue Jackson 
               Gill Butler 
               Julia Bowen 

01794 388021 
07891 930684 
01794 388831 

07765 106 854 
Advertising: Sue Byram 07837 305837  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   

Contact: Roger Stephens    07483 211834        

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare £3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of King’s Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.   Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 8th 
and 22nd June 2026. 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 8th and 22nd 
June 2026. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 1st, 15th and 29th 
June 2026. 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.00pm - 5.00pm at the Methodist 
Church. 
Contacts:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

messychurch@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson                                                                                       

07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Scouts 
Beavers Mondays  6.00pm 

Village Directory  
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Contact: 11th Romsey Scouts @gmail.com  

Services for the over 50’s 

Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               01794 389631 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00am—1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427  

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com   

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 

Contact: Rebecca Lane         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first  Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 
 
Somborne Speedwatch 
Contact: Nicola Pye             01794 388405 

nicola@yewbank.net 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Women’s  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Women’s Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Men’s Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Rob Draper 07960 995 280 
                Heidi Barnes  07943 818 019 
  

Village Directory (continued) 

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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Somborne Café has just celebrated 
its fourth birthday. The café operates 
every Tuesday morning in the 
Jubilee Room of the Village Hall and 
has become firmly established in 
village life. 

A steady stream of regulars from the 
village enjoy the convivial 
atmosphere and high standard of 
refreshments and they are joined by 
an increasing range of visitors to our 
community many of whom are on 
cycling and walking routes through 
the Test Valley.  

The café is staffed entirely by 
volunteers who always greet their 
guests with a warm welcome and 
provide a very professional service. 

A range of freshly ground coffees 
are served. Refreshments are locally 
sourced including sausage rolls, a 
range of pastries and a renowned 
coffee and walnut cake baked in 
Braishfield by Debbie Sykes 

The role of the café is to create a 
place for people to meet, chat and 
enjoy each other’s company. Any 
surplus funds are contributed to the 
Village Hall. ‘The café has been a 
huge success but only possible 
thanks to our outstanding team of 
volunteers,’ said founders Alastair 
and Sarah Dodds. 

 

Alastair Dodds  

Café celebrates its fourth birthday 
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The Churchwardens  
and Parochial Church Council 

of Somborne with Ashley 
request the pleasure of your company  

 
at the LICENSING of the Revd Ann Devereux 

by Right Revd Rhiannon King,  
Bishop of Southampton 

at St Peter & St Paul’s Church, King’s Somborne 
on 7th July 2026 at 7.30pm. 

 
Drinks and light refreshments will be available for all in the 

School Hall  after the service. 
RSVP by 2nd July 2026 to 

joanappleyard@aol.co.uk or janetoingleson@gmail.com 

ALLOTMENT FLOWER SHOW AND BBQ 
 

 Saturday 25th July  
 

Kings Somborne Allotments will host a 
Veg and Flower show.   

All entries must have been grown on the 
allotment site but attendance is open to 

everyone.  
 

The site will be open from 3pm with judging, 
including various fun categories (odd shaped 
veg, best scarecrow etc), starting at 4pm and 

ending with a BBQ at around 6pm. 
 

Please join us for a fun afternoon of flowers, 
vegetables and food!  Fingers crossed for the 

weather...   

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Photos for the cover 
We now have the cover of The Gauntlet printed in colour by a commercial 
printer.  To ensure that the printed pages are back in time to be collated with the 
rest of the magazine, I need to send them before the 15th. So, I can only 
consider photos for the cover if I receive them by the 12th.  To make sure that 
they reach me without delay, please now send them directly to me at 
harvey.saunders1@btinternet.com 

King’s Somborne Village Hall AGM 
 
The members of the Kings Somborne Village Hall Management Committee are 
responsible for ensuring village hall facilities are modern, safe and clean for 
hire by villagers and others to put on their events.    We are a charity and are 
charged with ensuring we cover the costs of running the hall through setting 
appropriate hire charges but do not put on events directly ourselves.  
The Management Committee would like to give notice of the following: 
  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
25 JUNE 2026 

7.30 IN THE MAIN HALL AT KS VILLAGE HALL 
  

Please do come if you have questions or wish to join the committee on behalf of 
your village organisation.  You would be very welcome.  . 
Please contact Jane Duncan, Secretary to the KSVH Management Committee, 
at jane.duncan@ksvillagehall.uk  if you do plan to attend. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting of St. Peter and 

St. Paul Parish Church 

In the absence of Revd Tom Benson, 
the Vice Chairman, Commodore 
Antony Chilton,  conducted the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
held in the Parish Church on Monday 
27th April 2026. 

Two Churchwardens were appointed 
by those present and Joan, Lady 
Appleyard and Janet Ingleson agreed 
to serve for another year. 

Other changes to the Parochial Church 
Council included the appointment of 

Christine Ball following the retirement 
of Christina Dumas. 

Howard Rowe and Chris Kirby were re
-elected as the representatives to the 
Deanery Synod. 

Church Accounts for the year January 
2025 to January 2026 were provided 
by Carol Kent, Church Treasurer and 
approved by all. 

David Pye 
Secretary to PCC 

mailto:jane.duncan@ksvillagehall.uk
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Beetle Drive for Andover Hospice 

My 2nd Annual Beetle 
Drive, raising money for 
The Countess of Brecknock 
Hospice, in memory of my 
Dad Mike Snellgrove, held 
at the King’s Somborne 
Working Men's Club on 
18th April, was a huge 
success with 48 players and 
4 non players.  

We raised £650 on the 
night. Donations continued 
to roll in until 28th April 
when a firm of solicitors 
donated the huge sum of 
£1,000 to boost our total to 
£1,912.50. These vital funds 
help towards funding one 
extra palliative care nurse in 
the community giving 
valuable cover over 
weekends as well as during 
the week.  

I cannot even start to thank everyone who played, donated and continued to 
donate to this amazing Hospice. See you all again, in April, next year.  

Tracy White 

 
 
 
 

 
The second event of this year is a visit to Roche Court Educational Trust and 
New Art Centre at East Winterslow on Wednesday 15th July  with a guided 
tour.  The entrance fee is £15.00 per person which includes coffee and cake!  

‘D’ Orange is arranging the visit so please contact her on 01794 388235 for 
more details.  Sorry NO dogs are allowed. All are welcome to join us. 
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Beginning the season with a 
win! Our first game was at Crawley 
and KSCC managed to pull a win out 
of the box. People were surprisingly 
nimble…not for the rest of the week 
I’m sure, and with a grand 
contribution from the Robinson 
family (3/4 now team members) we 
had some very good bowling and 
fielding form. A good introduction 
for our new recruits.  

Sadly we were less lucky the next 
week with our opposition unable to 
field a team but a good square 
practice session and an opportunity 
to scout out the Parish hut which we 
will be using as the pavilion from 

now on.  

Also a chance to dust 
off the club kit and 
make sure the shed is ready for the 
rest of the season.  

We hope we can continue in our 
winning form; currently a 100% 
record. (Not sure how long we’ll 
sustain it!) 

As always we are keen for any 
supporters popping along, a bonus if 
you can help the scorers or just come 
for a general chitchat, share a drink 
and cheer on your local team.  

Rachel  

Cricket Club News 

Somborne Community Cinema hits 3000 attendees 

Since starting in October 2021 over 3000 people have attend the various events 

provided by the Somborne Community Cinema and with our diverse 

programme of film, theatre, and special events it proves to be a significant asset 

within our community, and we hope we can continue to deliver affordable 

entertainment for everyone. Congratulations to Rita Harfield, who as the 3000th 

attendee, was presented with a card and bottle of fizz to celebrate the milestone 

event. 

The Cinema team would like to thank everyone who supports the regular 

Thursday films, National Theatre Live and special events and if you have not 

yet been why not give it a try? 
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 Parish Council  Notes        June 2026 

20pmh Zone 
A further meeting with HCC 
Highways is scheduled for 22nd May to 
discuss detailed plans and costs. 

The Hut 

Arrangements have been made for a 
structural engineer to review and 
compile a report for the addition of 
French doors to the sides of the hut.  

Working Men’s Cub 

A representative from the Working 
Men’s Club (WMC) addressed the 
meeting and provided an update.  

It was reported that a new committee 
was formed on the 24th of April. A 
full handover had not yet been 
completed, but the club has been 
running regular activities including 
games nights, bingo and quiz nights.  

There is an intention to establish a 
youth club, which would be run by 
group of volunteers.  

The WMC indicated that they will in 
due course, provide a business plan. 

 The WMC also expressed interest in 
becoming a resilience centre to 
provide emergency refuge for the 
community.  

The PC will assist in any way 
appropriate and recommended WMC 
becoming a registered charity or 
friendly society  which would give a 
more structured organisation and 
accounting regime.  

Bourne  

Concern was expressed by a group of 
residents that clearing the borne in the 
spring was having an adverse effect on 
wildlife and that a margin of 
vegetation should be left in place.  

It was accepted that clearance needs to 
be balanced against the risk of 
promoting flooding. Measures taken 
by volunteers to clear the borne has 
alleviated the potential flood risk in 
recent years. 

As the borne is the responsibility of 
the Environment Agency the PC 
resolved to seek further guidance from 
them as they have the expertise as to 
the extent and timing of clearance. 

Parish Council 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday 8th June at the Epworth Hall 
at 7pm.  

Parishioners are welcome to attend and 
bring to the attention of the council 
any matter of concern. 

Annual Parish Assembly 

This was very well attended, and we 
need volunteers to plan the future of 
our village—see opposite 

 
Graham Searle 

Chair King’s Somborne Parish 

Council 
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Rogation Service at All Saints’, 
Little Somborne 
 

An enthusiastic congregation of over 
50 people packed into All Saints, Little 
Somborne for the annual Rogation 
service on 10th May. Ages ranged from 
7 months to 90 years and there was a 
wonderful buzz of anticipation before 
the service began – perhaps partly 
because many had walked from Kings 
Somborne, and arrived cheerful and 
reinvigorated, full of fresh air and 
conversation.  Their walk, led by 
seasoned pilgrim, Phil Carr, marked 
the launch of a series of pilgrimage 
routes between all six churches in the 
Braishfield and Somborne benefices. 
Phil Carr has written directions so that 
walkers can follow their own 
pilgrimages and, with the help of a 
grant from the British Pilgrimage 
Trust, leaflets will soon be available in 
the six churches. In the meantime, a 
folder with printed directions for each 
walk is available in Kings Somborne 
church. 

All Saints had been beautifully 
decorated with flowers by Caroline 
Hervey-Bathurst and Pollyann Monk; 
Frederick B. Hervey-Bathurst played 
the harmonium. Richard Monk read 
the first lesson, but perhaps the 
highlight of the service was the 
reading of the second lesson by Arthur 
Andreca, aged 6 – surely one of the 
youngest readers in over a thousand 
years of All Saints’ history (and maybe 
inspired by his sister’s excellent 
reading a few years ago). Arthur 
recounted the story of the encounter 
with Christ on the road to Emmaus, 
with wonderful expression and clarity. 
It was an extremely long and complex 
passage, with a great deal of 

challenging vocabulary, but Arthur 
brought the whole scene to life for us. 
It wasn’t surprising that the 
congregation broke into spontaneous 
applause when Arthur had finished – 
he certainly deserved it. 

In his sermon, Revd. Anthony Cross 
reflected on that poignant walk to 
Emmaus and spoke about the history 
of pilgrimage around the world. 
Rogation is especially associated with 
walking – at first, parishioners would 
walk around the fields of crops and ask 
for God’s blessing and protection; 
later, this developed into the tradition 
of ‘beating the bounds’. Time for us to 
consider pilgrimage and the chance  it 
gives us to connect with the natural 
world.  

Then the whole congregation gathered 
outside the church, to ask for God’s 
blessing on the fields.  Luckily, our 
prayers for ‘rain to swell the grain’ 
were not immediately answered, so we 
were able to make our way to tea 
without getting wet – and the rain even 
held off for those hardy souls who 
walked back to Kings Somborne or to 
homes in Up Somborne at the end of 
an inspiring and enjoyable afternoon. 

Flower arrangers and harmonium 
players needed! 
We are now looking forward to our 
Harvest Service Sunday, 20th 
September at 3pm. If you can help 
with flowers please contact  
pollyann@afmonk.co.uk If you can 
play the harmonium, please contact 
annabel@sombornepark.co.uk   
 

Annabel Hervey-Bathurst 

Walking to Worship! 

mailto:pollyann@afmonk.co.uk
mailto:annabel@sombornepark.co.uk
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King’s Somborne 

Women’s Institute 

There is a lot of bad news in the world 
at the moment, so in contrast, I was 
more than struck by the kindness, 
generosity and good humour of the 
King’s Somborne residents and other 
locals who dropped in at the plant sale 
on 16th May.   

Despite the cold, the power cut (!) and 
the drizzle many people came and 
gave generously to support Level 
Water (Charity teaching disabled 
young people to swim) and they 
smiled and laughed and were 
generally good humoured too!  It 
really was a heartwarming experience 
and I felt totally uplifted by it and 
more determined than ever to swim 

the 15K round the Scilly Isles.  My 
biggest thank you goes to Rebecca 
and Jon Rickard, who opened their 
beautiful garden to host and made 
endless cups of tea on the camping 
gas stove.  Thank you to everyone 
who came to support; you have 
helped change some young people's 
lives for the better. 

Davina Nicholson 

Charity Plant Sale 

Members of the King's Somborne WI 
met on Wednesday, 13th May, 2026 
in the village hall for their annual 
meeting.  Members were pleased to 
hear from the Treasurer, Tina Pepper, 
that the accounts were healthy and 
Linda Aucock, Secretary was able to 
report on all the activities that the 
members had been involved in 
throughout the year.  If an event took 
place in the village there was a good 
chance that a member of King's 
Somborne WI would be involved! 

Also discussed were the two 
resolutions: 

1. Accessible public toilet facilities 
to promote dignity, health, and social 
inclusion 

2. Action on women's homelessness 

Following discussion the votes of the 
members would be presented at the 
annual meeting next month by a 
representative of the Somborne 
Sisterhood WI. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, 10th June in the village 
hall, from 7.30 p.m.  Nick Willoughby 
will give a talk entitled "A Life of 
Fish and Ships" tales of aid work in 
fisheries.  Life in coastal communities 
in the tropics.  Visitors are always 
welcome and we do not charge. 

Linda 
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Last month we took delivery of two 
brand new mats for the club. We are 
very grateful to Test Valley Borough 
Council who contributed almost half 
of the cost through the community 
grant scheme.  

The first session that we played on the 
mats was interesting as they play very 
differently to our old mats and 90% of 
the bowls ended up in the ditch but 
we are gradually adapting to the much 
faster playing surface and I’m sure 
that we will soon be back up to speed. 

We have been lucky to retain most of 
the original members of the club 
which started up nearly five years ago 
so we must be doing something right. 
We would warmly welcome anybody 
who would like to give it a go, age 
nor ability is a barrier as our emphasis 
is on a sociable, fun afternoon with a 
little exercise and tea and biscuits 
thrown in for good measure. 
Although we don’t play competitively 

with other clubs, there is nothing 
wrong with a little home grown 
rivalry from time to time so why not 
come along for a free taster session?  

We meet at the Village Hall every 
other Tuesday from 2pm to 4:30pm, 
the dates are always in The Gauntlet, 
so please come along. 

Alternatively, if you would be 
interested but are only available to 
play in the evenings or at weekends, 
why not form another group and take 
advantage of the use of the equipment 
that we have available for the whole 
community? The new mats are 
suitable for competitive matches 
allowing a more competitive approach 
if preferred. It’s not just for the 
oldies!!  

Julia Bowen 

Juliabowen612@gmaIl.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
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DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Wednesday at 9.15a.m. a group of us from the W.I. meet behind 
the Parish Church, beside the John O’Gaunt sign and walk together 
exploring the local countryside. We walk for a couple of hours with 
occasionally a stop for coffee on the way and very occasionally even 
cake and always a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John O’Gaunt sign one Wednesday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for more information.  

Thank you to everyone who and 
supported the KSSA School Quiz 
Fundraiser. It was a fantastic evening 
of fun, laughter, and plenty of friendly 
competition! 

Teams took part in a variety of 
interesting and entertaining rounds, 
including guessing songs played in 
reverse, local general knowledge 
questions and even an engineering 
challenge where teams had to create a 
one-metre-long device to collect 
raisins — using 
only toothpicks 
and sellotape! 

It was wonderful 
to see so many 
parents taking 
part, and equally 
lovely to 
welcome so 
many villagers 
along too. The 
event was a real 

community effort and we are so 
grateful for everyone’s support, 
enthusiasm, and generosity. 

We look forward to seeing everyone 
again at future KSSA events! 

Save the date - Kings Somborne 
Summer Fair is on Saturday 20th June 
12-3. Free entry. Everyone welcome! 
On the school field.  

Katie Dynes  

KSSA Quiz 
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King’s Somborne Working Men’s Club 
Friday 19th June – Fun Quiz Night.  
Members £2 and non-members £3.  
Club opens at 6pm and quiz starts at 8pm. 
 
Wednesday 17th , Tuesday 23rd, Saturday 27th June   
World Cup Football.   
Club opens at 7pm. Members free and non-members £2. 
 
Sunday 19

th
 July – World Cup Football Final.  

Club opens at 6pm.  Members free and non-members £2. 

At our April meeting we welcomed 
Charlotte from Romsey Young 
Carers to speak about the work they 
do. The charity  covers the Southern 
Test Valley area and works with 
children from 8-18 giving both 
physical and emotional care. 

Support is given in schools as well 
as after school and at weekends. 
There are a range of activities such 
as games and crafting and they also 
have residential trips, and weekend 
camps with outdoor activities such 

as kayaking, climbing and 
paddleboarding . 

They are only a small charity and  
we were pleased to be able to give a 
donation. Thank you  all . 

Marion and Marilyn 

Women’s Fellowship 

The inaugural monthly quiz night at 
the Club was a huge success, with 
eight teams taking part in a fantastic 

evening of fun and friendly 
competition. Teams battled it out 
across a range of quiz rounds, with 
great prizes on offer throughout the 
night. 

After a closely contested competition, 
the winning team was the allotment 
group, "Dig for Victory". We were  
delighted with the turnout and 
atmosphere, with many already 
looking forward to the next event, on 
Friday 19th June (see panel above) 

Come along and join in the Fun! 
Teams of 8, or we can make up teams 
on the night. Adults only please. 

 

First Monthly Quiz Night  a Success 
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On Saturday morning 9th May the 
Somborne Garden Club kindly allowed 
The Somborne Sisterhood WI to provide 
bacon rolls at their annual Plant Swap in 
D’s garden. It was a beautiful morning 
and everyone seemed to enjoy the aroma 
of bacon cooked outside. 

We raised £134.50 for The Trinity Centre 

for the homeless in Winchester. Many 

thanks to all that helped and loaned 

equipment and The Brazen Butchers for 

discount on the bacon.       

Kathryn Lee                                                                                                                  

Sisterhood  Bacon Rolls raise 

money for Trinity 

What a wonderful way to spend a 
sunny Saturday morning in May, 
exchanging colourful plants and 
having a good natter.  

Not sure whether it was the BBQed 
bacon from the Somborne Sisterhood, 
D Orange’s refreshments and cakes, 
the wonderful plants donated by the 
Hairy Pot Plant company or our 
homegrown plants from our gardens 
and greenhouses….or the combination 
of all of them!  

Whatever it was, the plant swap was a 
very popular event with around 50 
people enjoying the warming sunshine 
and surroundings. It was great to see 
so many happy faces and most took 
away something for their gardens. An 
amazing £200+ was raised for the 
Garden Club! 

Our next event will be a visit to  Andy 
McIndoe’s  garden in Sherfield 
English on Wednesday, 17th June 
7pm. Andy McIndoe is a garden 
consultant, designer, author and 
lecturer with over 40 years’ 
experience in horticulture. Andy will 
guide us around his gorgeous garden 
before we enjoy wine and nibbles. 
The evening will cost £12 per person. 

If you would like to join the visit to 
Andy McIndoe’s garden, please 
contact Ute@Brockys.com 

Garden Club News and Plant Swap 

mailto:Ute@Brockys.com
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Village diary for June 2026 

Every Monday           6.00 pm    Beavers 
                                   6.00 pm    Monday Club at the Club 
                                   7.30 pm    Badminton (September to April) 
                                   7.30 pm    Skittles 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.15am    WI Walking Group  
                                    9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride   
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm Needleworkers                

2nd Computer cafe 10.00am 

2nd Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

3rd Moris Men at the 
John of Gaunt  

8.45 

3rd WI Sisterhood 7.30pm 

7th Bingo at the Club 8.00pm 

8th Parish Council 7.00pm 

9th Epworth Lunch 12.30pm 

16th  Community  
Cinema 

7.15pm 
for 
8.00pm 

16th Computer cafe 10.00am 

16th  Short Mat  Bowls 2.00pm 

17th Wednesday  
Wanderers 

10.00am 

17th Contemplative  
Prayer  

7.30pm 

17th TV Football at the 
Club 

7.00pm 

18th Minibus to 
Christchurch 

10.00am 
 
 

19th Fun Quiz at the 
Club 

7.00pm 

21st Bingo at the Club 8.00pm 

23rd TV Football at the 
Club 

7.00pm 

24th Women’s  
Fellowship 

2.30pm 

24th Somborne Society  7.30pm for 
8.00pm 

25th Village Hall AGM 7.30pm 

27th TV Football at the 
Club 

7.00pm 

30th Short Mat  Bowls 2.00pm 
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District diary for June 2026 

Markets 
7 Jun Whiteley Artisan Market 
Whiteley Shopping Centre 
Farmers’ Markets 
                7 Jun Romsey  
              13 Jun Alton 
              14 Jun Winchester  
13 Jun Alton Craft Fayre 
Jewellery, home décor, and textiles  
28 Jun Petersfield Antiques Market 
Vintage finds, collectibles, antiques  
 
North & Central Hampshire 
16 May – 28 Jun We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt A family adventure trail at 
The Vyne,. 
6 Jun The Vyne - Romeo & Juliet  
7 Jun Open Farm Sunday - 
Leckford Estate Family tours, 
machinery displays, and modern 
farming insights 
19–28 Jun  Jane Austen Regency 
Week Festival in Alton and Chawton  
19 Jun – 5 Jul Basingstoke Festival  
22 Jun – 5 Jul A Taste of Winchester 
A city-wide culinary celebration  
Through 28 Jun Hinton Ampner - ‘I 
Spot a Cow’ Trail A family-friendly 
activity trail  
 
South & Coastal Hampshire 
6–7 Jun South Downs Food Festival 
6–7 Jun D-Day Weekend - 
Portsmouth) 
 
6–14 Jun Arundel Green Week  
A community-led festival  
12–27 Jun Southampton Summer 
Sessions) Guildhall Square transforms 
into a major concert venue  
13–20 Jun Women’s T20 World Cup 
The Utilita Bowl hosts six high-stakes 
international cricket matches 

27 Jun Armed Forces Day - 
Portsmouth A major military 
celebration on Southsea Common 
 
West Hampshire 
8 Jun RNLI Day - Longstock A 
special opening of the Water Garden in 
support of the RNLI 
8 Jun Abbotts Ann Open Gardens  
A rare opportunity to tour private 
gardens of this thatched village  
17 Jun Andover Jobs Fair Local 
employers and career advisors discuss 
vacancies and vocational training 
20–21 Jun  Kingfishers Music 
Weekend An intimate garden festival 
in Lymington  
21 Jun Father’s Day at Beaulieu 
Classic cars and motorbikes  
Through Jun  Barton on Sea Coast 
Path Newly opened sections of the 
King Charles III England Coast Path  
 
Active & Outdoor Hampshire 
6 Jun  Bronze Casting - Butser 
Ancient Farm A hands-on workshop  
13 Jun Chainmail Making Learn the 
meticulous art of "maille" making, 
creating a historic bracelet or patch 
14 Jun Spoon Carving  Outdoor 
session at Butser teaching the 
traditional skills of green 
woodworking 
20–21 Jun Weapons and Warriors 
A Father’s Day special featuring 
Roman reenactments and archery 
displays 
27–28 Jun Stone to Steel A weekend 
journey through time at Butser, 
showcasing the evolution of tools  
 
 

Karen Bolton 
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What’s on in June 2026 

Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
(Romsey) 
Until 7 Jun Our World Imagined: Art 
exhibition  
12 Jun Jazz Dinner: A three-course 
meal in the gardens  with live jazz 
12 Jun Sound Bath: An evening 
sensory experience  
14 Jun Botanical Pottery Workshop: 
A hands-on session  
18 Jun Mid-Summer Evening Supper 
& Tour 
21 Jun Father's Day Roast  
26 Jun National Cream Tea Day 
 
Mottisfont (Near Romsey) 
Until 12 Jun The Rose Season:  
National Collection of pre-1900 shrub 
roses 
Throughout Jun Outdoor Theatre: 
Family performances of Sherlock 
Holmes & The Hound of the 
Baskervilles 
 
Houghton Lodge Gardens 
(Stockbridge) 
15 Jun Twelfth Night: all-male  
performance 
23 Jun The WILDS Wedding Fayre 
 
Longstock Park (Leckford Estate) 
Daily in June The Water Garden:  
 
Hawk Conservancy Trust 
(Andover) 
20 Jun Sunset at the Trust: An 
evening of flying displays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winchester Science Centre 
9 Jun Science Adventures: Bugs and 
Bones 
19 Jun Led Zeppelin: The 
Planetarium Experience 
19 Jun Pink Floyd: The Dark Side of 
the Moon The classic immersive dome 
show  
 
Winchester Cathedral 
13 Jun Vivaldi’s Four Seasons by 
Candlelight A performance by 
London Concertante in the 
atmospheric Nave  
13 Jun Mozart and Bach A late-night 
classical recital featuring some of the 
most famous baroque concertos 
 
Whitchurch Silk Mill 
19–21 Jun Flower Festival: 
23 Jun Silk Production Tour:  
Victorian machinery and weaving 
processes 
 
Army Flying Museum (Middle 
Wallop) 
Throughout Jun The Museum Trail 
Perfect for families  
Coming Soon Wallop Wheels & 
Wings June sees the launch of pre-
July event workshops and ticket 
releases 
 
Museum of the Iron Age (Andover) 
13 Jun Archaeology for All A 
community day featuring finds from 
recent local excavations in the Test 
Valley 
 
 

Karen Bolton 
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Theatres 

Theatre Royal Winchester 
5 Jun Believe: The Cher Songbook: A 
high-energy tribute  to Cher 
10–11 Jun Treasure Island  
12 Jun Gary Delaney: Gary On 
Laughing The master of the one-liner  
13–15 Jun The Gruffalo  
21 Jun Ruby Wax: Absolutely Famous 
The legendary comedian shares raw, 
funny, and honest stories  
23–24 Jun The Importance of Being 
Oscar Compelling solo performance 
exploring the life of Oscar Wilde  
Chesil Theatre (Winchester) 
5–7 Jun The Dumb Waiter: Harold 
Pinter’s classic "comedy of menace" 
featuring two hitmen in a basement  
The Arc (Winchester) 
6 Jun Katie Spencer: An evening of 
world-class fingerstyle guitar and 
soulful folk songwriting 
11 Jun Daliso Chaponda: Topical 
Storm The BGT finalist - sharp, 
satirical comedy on current global 
affairs 
18 Jun Derek Mitchell: Double Dutch 
Character-driven comedy exploring 
identity and transatlantic cultural 
quirks 
Plaza Theatre (Romsey) 
9–13 Jun Forbidden Nights  
Variety show blending circus skills, 
choreography, and "magic mike" 
entertainment 
20 Jun Wham! Duran A double 
tribute to the 80s, recreating the 
greatest hits of George Michael and 
Simon Le Bon 
27 Jun Guns’n’Jovi Greatest hits of 
Guns N Roses and Bon Jovi 
 
 
 

The Lights (Andover) 
11 Jun Tenors Un Limited Classical 
standards and popular crooner hits  
12 Jun The Unravelling Wilburys A 
tribute to the 1980s supergroup  
19 Jun Guinea Lane Saxophone 
Quartet  A cappella and jazz  
Kings Theatre (Portsmouth) 
3–4 Jun Peppa Pig’s Big Family 
Show: Puppets and songs  
13 Jun Tom Davis Stand-up comedy 
16–20 Jun Fawlty Towers - The Play  
27 Jun Nikita Kuzmin:Supernova 
Ballroom and Latin dance  
New Theatre Royal (Portsmouth) 
5 Jun A Celebration of Musicals 
Song-and-dance showcase  
13 Jun Identical: A Decade of Dreams 
Celebration of youth theatre and local 
dance 
The Berry Theatre (Hedge End) 
13–14 Jun Integr8 Dance Off: 
Regional dance schools  competition 
26 Jun Scummy Mummies: Hot Mess 
Comedy 
Salisbury Playhouse: 
1–7 Jun Romeo & Juliet "walkabout" 
production  on the streets of Salisbury  
18 Jun Juliet & Romeo “what if” if 
the lovers had lived 
19 Jun By A Lady Life, letters, and 
legacy of Jane Austen 
23 Jun London City Ballet: Rebirth 
Classical and new works 
27 Jun The Spooky Men’s Chorale  
A humorous and musically brilliant 
male choir 
Mayflower Theatre (Southampton) 
2-6 Jun Matilda Kiss of the Spider 
Woman One kiss can change 
everything 

Karen Bolton 
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On Thursday 4th June, George 
Butler, a highly acclaimed war artist, 
is coming  to Stockbridge Town 
Hall. 

George has been to many war zones 
including Ukraine, Syria, 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  This year he 
is taking the TED 2026 Mainstage in 
Vancouver, and is always in demand 
for other TED talks and his views on 
war situations.   

“He is in the front rank of 
chroniclers of our troubled times. 
His work shows the power of paper 
and ink in this digital age”. Jeremy 
Bowen 

StockbridgeUkraine is truly 
privileged to host George Butler 
live in Stockbridge and we are 
counting on your support for this 
exclusive and once only 
event.  It’s easy to feel compassion 
fatigue, but this is a time when 
Ukraine needs all the support we 
can give.   The Russians are not as 
strong as they say, but the 
relentless strikes are taking their 
toll on the infrastructure and 
civilian population.  These 
extraordinarily brave people still 
show their resilience and 
innovation, their morale is still 
holding - just; but they need to 
know that we are with them in 
thought and deed.    

On Thursday 4th June (doors open 
6.30 pm), George Butler will be in 
conversation with Louisa 
Symington from local business 
‘Books at the Barn.’   George will 
take Q&A’s at the end.  Tickets 
are £20 (+booking fee) and will 

include a glass of wine.   At the end, 
George will be selling his book, 
recording his time and portraits 
whilst in Ukraine.  

“Raw and revelatory.   Reportage of 
aching beauty.  His gentle 
engagement draws out stories of 
profound sadness, but also courage 
and strength”. Lyse Doucet 

George has testimonials 
from Jeremy Bowen, Lyse Doucet, 
Rory Stewart, Stephen Fry, Ian 
Hislop and Ray Mears 

We look forward to seeing you on 
4th June.  Tickets can be purchased 
here: https://buytickets.at/
stockbridgeukraine/2095993 

Support for Ukraine 

https://buytickets.at/stockbridgeukraine/2095993
https://buytickets.at/stockbridgeukraine/2095993
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Back in April, Erica Tinsley (chair of 
Andover History & Archaeology 
Society) talked to us about outdoor 
footwear. For example, the 
Wellington boot began as a 
modification of the Hessian boot, a 
tasselled, knee‑high style worn with 
breeches by British Army officers in 
the 1790s. When tight linen trousers 
became fashionable in the early 
1800s, the Hessian’s tassel and cut 
made it awkward to wear.  

Arthur Wellesley, later the Duke of 
Wellington, asked his London 
shoemaker George Hoby to redesign 
the boot—removing the tassel and 
lowering the front for comfort and 
practicality. As Wellington’s military 
fame grew the new boot style became 
widely copied and soon took his 
name, becoming known as the 
Wellington. The wellington boot we 
know now is rather different, a lot less 
stylish and made from modern 
materials. 

For our annual visit we have a group 
tour of the Army Flying Museum, 
Middle Wallop on Wednesday the 
24th of June, arriving at 10:30am for 

complimentary tea and coffee.  

There will be a guided tour, lasting 
approximately one hour, and you can 
also explore the rest of the museum at 
your own pace. The cost of the visit is 
subsidised to just £10 for members, 
and includes the entry fee, the tea/
coffee and the tour guide(s).  

However, if you are a MOD90 holder, 
AAC/AACVA member, or already 
have an annual pass there is no cost to 
society members for this trip. You can 
also purchase lunch at the Apache 
Café. In addition to the normal menu 
the café offers ‘Senior Specials’ on a 
Wednesday during term-time, 
consisting of lunch, a hot drink and a 
slice of cake for £12.  

Please contact Linda Aucock 
(linda.aucock@btinternet.com) as 
soon as possible to pay the cost of the 
visit (excluding food) and book your 
place. I hope you enjoy the tour and 
I’ll see you there. 

Steve Silver-Warner (Chair) 

somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk 

Somborne and District Society 

mailto:linda.aucock@btinternet.com
mailto:somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk
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Harvest 2025 started earlier than 
expected on 4th July which meant our 
pre-planned summer holiday was cut 
short. The hot weather from May 
onwards had fast-forwarded the 
growing season. Oilseed rape, herbage 
seed, peas, oats, beans, wheats and 
barley were all gathered in by 8th 

August. Lovely weather and a 
straightforward harvest but 
unfortunately, smaller grains meant 
yields were lower than we hoped for.  

Baling and cultivating followed with  
winter cover crops planted  in any 
fields without combinable crops sown. 
Cultivation and drill practices are 
much talked about in the farming 
press. Should you use maximum soil 
disturbance to mineralise the soil? Or 
no disturbance and just slice a slot for 
the seed (with less weeds 
germinating)? Perhaps a compromise, 
only moving small areas around the 
seed.  

With no rain forecast we patiently 
waited. Suddenly, rain was forecast at 
the end of August and it was all 
systems go, 3 drills going and  
planting by any means possible. The 
oilseed rape was planted, followed by  
herbage seed.  

Later in September was the time for  
cereals. Barley, oats and  wheat and, 
by the end of October, the beans were 
all in. Different drills again, taking 
into account last year’s cropping, 
straw residues, soil types and types of 
seed planted. What fields would 
benefit from each technique? One type 
of drill would require a cultivator in 
the field ahead but direct drills could 
happily work on their own as long as 
there were seed bags at the edge of the 

field ready to top up the drills. 
Logistics had to be carefully planned 
with the help of tractor telematics (on 
each machine) and a phone app too. 
The farmer can now know location, 
fuel usage, speed, rate of work per 
hour and time left to finish the 
field…..1hr 34 minutes. Excellent, 
time for a cuppa before my phone 
rings! 

I started 2026 with renewed optimism 
and signed up for a marathon! Winter 
crops went in ok, so surely this year 
will be better, even with the 3rd 
exceptionally wet winter in a row. At 
least my rainwater harvesting tanks 
will be filled up. Drills came out again 
in March for spring barley and oats 
followed by peas and poppies in April. 
With fuel prices going up I have a 
good excuse to be running around the 
fields instead of driving. Next job will 
be more nutrients and plant protection 
with fertiliser and spraying for all 
crops until they are ready for harvest 
again.  

Summer holiday is booked 1 week 
earlier this year……. 

Tom Monk 

tom@afmonk.co.uk 

The  Farming Year at Rookley  
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Somborne Sisterhood 

The May meeting was an illustrated 
talk called Changing Threads, given 
by London-based Judy Hammond, the 
sister (appropriately!) of one of our 
members.  

She is a textile artist who makes 
pictures using a variety of materials- 
fabric, paper, ribbons, buttons, 
photographs and threads.  

Judy talked about how her ideas have 
progressed over her career, and how 
she has developed the way she makes 
her pictures.  

There was a photo presentation 
showing how her pictures are created 
and developed, evolving from an 
initial idea to the finished piece.  

It was very interesting to see how she 
altered and adapted her designs in the 
process - cutting up, rearranging, 
adding more sewing, and the finished 
product was often quite different from 
how it started out.  

There was an example of a 
commission that she has done, using 
personal, significant items and fabrics
- ie, using pieces of an RAF uniform, 

photographs 
and dress 
medals, to 
remember a 
father. And another used small items 
and relevant newspaper cuttings.  

There were also some finished, 
framed pictures for everyone to look 
at.  

It was a very informative and 
enjoyable evening for all, and gave a 
detailed insight into how an artist 
creates their work.  

Next month’s meeting will be on 
Wednesday 3rd June, meeting at 7.30 
outside the Village Hall, when Tricia 
Silver-Warner will be giving a guided 
historical walk around King’s 
Somborne. Non members welcome, 
£7.00.  

Victoria Morrison  
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Tuesdays 10.00 – 13.00 

 
Jubilee Room Village Hall 

 
Delicious locally sourced pastries,  

cakes and sausage rolls 
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Hello folks, I’m Alex Preston and I’m 
delighted to be joining the editorial 
team of The Gauntlet.  

My wife, Maddie, our son Albie and I 
are thrilled to call this part of the 
world home. We are still discovering 
just how much goes on locally, often 
thanks to The Gauntlet, which is 
proving rather useful for avoiding the 
dreaded “I wish we’d known about 
that” moment.  

By day, I run an agricultural 
consultancy, working with farming 
businesses and rural communities. I 
hope to bring some of that experience 
to the team while helping the 
magazine continue capturing the 
family feel of the Sombornes, Ashley 
and the surrounding area.  

I look forward to playing my part and 
meeting more of you along the way. 

Alex Preston 

Welcome to our New Editor! 
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Services for the over 50s   

 

Over 50s Minibus Trips 

Booking essential             

Phone   Sue 07891930684 
 

Thursday  June 18th 2026 

  Christchurch 
 

 £10.00    Pick up  10.00am   Home for 4.00pm     

Sue 07891 930 684  &  Gill 01794 388 831  

Do contact us if you need any support or have anything that is worrying you. 

Blue Badge applications, attendance allowance, pension credit, dementia 
support services etc 

Epworth Lunches 

Tuesday June 9th 

12.30pm              £7.00 
 

*Quiche* *New Potatoes*  

  *Cauliflower*   *Sweetcorn* 

*Peas* 

*Strawberries and Cream* 

*Coffee * 

Booking essential  -  Marilyn 389 356 
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Drop In 

 

 

for a cuppa and a chat 
in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere 

at the Epworth Hall! 
Every Tuesday 

(apart from the second one in the month) 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

All proceeds go to charity. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

We were pleased to have four generations of 
the Snellgrove family with us recently at 
Drop In when Anne Snelgrove brought 
along her daughter, Tracey, her 
granddaughter, Katie and her first great 
granddaughter, Harriet, who arrived fifteen 
weeks ago.  

Congratulations to all the family. 

In November Drop In will be 40 years old! 
We are looking forward to some 
celebrations then! 

Marion and Marilyn 

Drop In News 
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Somborne Speedwatch 
 

If you would like to help slow down the traffic coming through 
the village, please  

Contact    Nicola Pye 01794 388 405  nicola@yewbank.net 

Do you know a young person who has 

had to move away because they 

couldn’t afford to live locally? 

In many rural parts of Hampshire, 

housing is expensive. Younger adults 

aged 35 and under are often forced to 

move away, families can struggle to 

find suitable homes, and key workers 

may be unable to live in the 

communities they serve. 

Rural affordable housing helps 

address this challenge. These are 

homes offered at costs local people 

can afford, including affordable rent 

and shared ownership options. 

Applicants must have a connection to 

the local area, ensuring homes go to 

those who already live, work, or have 

family there. 

Even a small number of affordable 

homes (5 to 10 properties) can make a 

real difference. They help younger 

residents stay close to family and 

friends, support those living in 

overcrowded housing or looking to 

downsize, and enable key workers 

such as teachers, carers and 

tradespeople to live locally. 

 

Affordable housing also benefits the 

wider community. For example, 

research by the Rural Services 

Network shows that just 10 new 

homes can generate £1.4 million in 

economic activity and support 26 

jobs, helping sustain schools, shops, 

pubs, and other essential services.  

Action Hampshire works with local 

communities and parish councils to 

explore opportunities for affordable 

housing. You can help by contacting 

your parish council to highlight the 

need in your area, and by encouraging 

them to get in touch with us to discuss 

how new affordable homes could 

benefit your community. 

Affordable Housing 

mailto:nicola@yewbank.net
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Summer Marquee Markets 
 

Come and Enjoy Saturday 

Mornings 
 

August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22rd, 29th 
 

10.00 – 12.00 
 

In The Church Garden 
 

Cakes Books Plants Produce 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea      Coffee      Cakes  
 

Weekly Raffle with Super prizes 
 

Contact Linda Aucock on 388542 or Louise Causer 389364 I 
If you would like to help 
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D 
 

Summer Risotto with Salmon or Chicken, Tomato and Basil 
 

Risotto is more than a warming winter dish—it is just as nice in 
the summer! Serves 4-6 
 
300g   Hot smoked salmon skinned and flaked (or cooked             
chicken) 
200g   Baby broad beans (frozen) 
150g   Artichoke hearts, drained and quartered (optional) 
3   Shallots 
1   Stalk celery (optional) 
300g   Arborio rice 
200g   Cherry tomatoes 
125ml Dry white wine 
1.2       litres hot chicken or vegetable stock 
 
10g butter, 1tbs oil, 20 fresh basil leaves, 2 tbs grated parmesan 
plus extra for serving,  salt and pepper 
 
 
1. Heat butter and oil in  lidded pan, add shallots and celery, 

cook for 3-4 mins 
2. Add rice, stir until coated, add wine stirring until almost 

absorbed, then add most of the stock a ladleful at a time , 
stirring. When the rice is almost tender –about 12 minutes
– add 2 tbs parmesan and a final ladle of stock. 

3. Season, stir and cover for 2 mins 
4. Meanwhile cook the tomatoes in a dry frying pan until 

slightly scorched. 
5. Add salmon or chicken, tomatoes, beans and artichoke 

hearts to heat through. 
6. Serve the risotto scattered with basil leaves and parmesan. 
 

Enjoy! 
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Where’s that wind coming from? 

Children and families converged on 
the Methodist Chapel on the third 
Sunday in May for Messy Church. 
We were to hear a story involving 
fire, wind, excitement and 
astonishment, and to celebrate a 
birthday. You’ve got it! It was the 
Day of Pentecost! The Holy Spirit 
poured out on the first disciples. The 
birthday of ‘the church’.  And we 

made lots of mess 
doing crafts, having 
fun, singing and eating 
tea.   

So what on earth 
happened on that Day 
of Pentecost, 50 days 

after Easter? After Easter, the risen 
Jesus had appeared to his disciples 
from time to time, setting them a task 
and promising them that power 
would come upon them if they stuck 
around. And on that day of 
Pentecost, it did. The sound of a 
mighty wind, flames of God’s Spirit 
settling on them, and a lot of noise as 
they proclaimed praise in languages 
they had never learned. The whole 
city was out there, wondering what 
was happening;  some even 
wondered if they were drunk. Simon 
Peter stood up to explain. “They’re 

not drunk, 
but this is 
what Jesus 
promised - 
his Holy Spirit poured out in power 
to serve the world”.  Jesus who had 
died and risen from death. Alive for 
evermore and there for all who put 
their trust in him.  

And 3000 people were added to their 
number that day.     

We made and tested windmills, 
designed flameproof headbands, 
learned how to say ‘happy birthday’ 
in many languages, got sticky with 
shaving foam doves, responded to 
the challenge of birthday greetings in 
many languages, decorated birthday 
cakes with icing, and made prayers 
with flames.   

Then we watched a Lego video about 
that first day of Pentecost, sang ‘Be 
bold, be strong!’, and brought our 
flame prayers to God. After that we 
all gathered round the food table for 
sandwiches, cakes and squash.  
Messy Church teatimes are great!  

Our next 2 Messy Church gatherings 

are on June 21st  at the Methodist 
Chapel at 3pm, and on July 19th for a 
picnic and games at the Rec. All 

families are welcome! Hope you’ll 
be there too!  

Messy Church 
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Parish Home Group 
Weekly on Thursdays, 7.30 - 9.00pm during term time 
Contact Howard Rowe for details 
howard_rowe@btopenworld.com or 01794 388400 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Meetings 
These meetings are for those, from 
any faith or none, who are seeking 
the opportunity to practice silent 
prayer and contemplation in the 
companionship of others.   

The meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 
7.30pm.   The venue is 1 Highfield 
Cottages, off Strawberry Lane, Up 
Somborne.   

If you would 
like to know 
more, please 
contact Jane 
Duncan on 
01794 388059 
or  
07766 811 623.   

All are very welcome.   

From The Parish Registers 

3 May Baptism of James Jaggard 

 

The Parish Church of St. Peter and St Paul 

King’s Somborne 
 

On Sunday 7th June we will be welcoming  
the Bishop of Southampton 

The Rt Revd Rhiannon King 
 to conduct our  

Parish Holy Communion Service 
 

 Everyone is welcome to join us 

The service will start at 10.00am and there will be refreshments 
afterwards 

There will be NO 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Service 
 on that day 

 

mailto:howard_rowe@btopenworld.com
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Church services in June 

Parish Church 
Sunday, 7th June—First 
Sunday after Trinity 
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion  
Lead by Bishop Rhiannon King 
Readings: 
David Pye: Genesis 12 1-9 
Sandie Pepperell: Matthew 9 
.9-13, 18-26 
 
Sunday, 14th June—Second 
Sunday after Trinity 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
Readings: 
Fi Chilton: Genesis 18.1-15  
(21.1-7) 
Sandie Pepperell: Matthew 9. 
35-10.8(9-23 
 
Sunday, 21st June—Third 
Sunday after Trinity 
10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Guy Boney: Genesis 21.8-21 
Sandie Pepperell: Matthew 10. 
24-39 
 
Sunday, 28th June—St Peter & 
St Paul Patronal Festival 
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Rev Anthony Cross will be 
presiding at his first Holy 
Communion followed by a Bring-
and-Share lunch at the Village 
Hall.  
Readings:  
Janet Ingleson: Acts 12.1-11  
Jane Thompson: Matthew 16.13-
19 

Methodist Church 
 
June 7th      10.30am 
 Rev Andrew de Ville 
 
June 14th    10.30am    
 
Holy Communion 
Rev Catherine Bowstead 
                                       
June 21st    No morning service 
 
 3.00pm      Messy Church 
 

June 28th    10.30am     

Mrs Sandra Timms 

 
 
 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 

St Thomas’ Stockbridge 

St Joseph’s Romsey  

St Andrew’s N.  Baddesley 

 

Details of services at RC churches,  see:  
www.hampshiredowns.org.uk     and 
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 
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  Associate Minister’s Last Words 
I love June! It maybe just me, but personally June one of the most hopeful 
months of the year! The weather is warming up, the days are at their longest, the 
trees at their greenest and there is still the hope of warmth and being outdoors for 
months to come.  

For our youngsters, those in year 6 have finished their SATs - the fun of their last 
half term at primary school in full-swing: trips, sports day, the school fête and the 
time cement those long-standing friendships. All this activity alongside the 
excitement - and natural nervousness, building towards September’s next step. 

Our older young people have finished university exams - and are heading home 
for long summer – and undoubtedly jobs to supplement their next academic year; 
while, of course, our teens are still head-down, with GCSEs and A’ levels in full-
swing… sadly often with warm weather, that they can’t enjoy… quite yet… 

Where ever we sit in the generations, summer is a season when life blossoms, 
when we get to live “life to the max”, and there is hope. 

As I write we are still in the Easter season, looking forward to Ascension Day and 
the celebrations of Pentecost. Pentecost is when Jesus was back with his Father 
and his Spirit, the Holy Spirit was sent by God to us, to be a constant, continual 
presence alongside. A presence with us, beside us, in the good times and the 
tough… with us during the exams, as well as in the celebrations and long summer 
after!  

As we pray for Rev Ann Devereux as she prepares to join us, I pray too that your 
summer is hope-filled - with a sense of God’s presence with you and, during this 
beautiful summer month, may you experience life in all its fullness, “life to the 
max”. 

God bless, 

Jane 
Rev. Canon Jane Thompson 
Associate Priest 

N.B.  Our congratulations to Jane, who was installed as an Honorary Canon at 
Winchester Cathedral on Sunday 10th May. 
 
Honorary Canons are appointed by the Bishop of Winchester in consultation 
with the Dean and Chapter of the cathedral and in recognition of their service to 
the Cathedral, the diocese and the wider church. 

Printed* and published by the Parish of Somborne with Ashley, Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
King’s Somborne, Hampshire.   SO20 6PW           *Cover printed by parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 
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To advertise here 
£105 for the next 10 issues 

Contact 
Sue Byram, Advertising Manager 

subyram@aol.com 
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To advertise here 
£68 for the next 10 issues 

Contact 
Sue Byram,  

Advertising Manager 
subyram@aol.com 
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To advertise here 
£227 for the next 10 issues 

Contact 
Sue Byram, Advertising Manager 

subyram@aol.com 
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