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TW Glazing and 

Window Repairs 
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 

Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

To advertise here 

contact subyram@aol.com 

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/
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Parish Church  

Priest in charge:  
Rev Tom Benson                 01794 368335 
tbenson09@aol.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
pollyann@farming.co.uk 

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
King’s Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Graham Searle 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editors: Sandie Pepperell 
               Sue Jackson 
               Gill Butler 
               Julia Bowen 

01794 388021 
07891 930684 
01794 388831 

07765 106 854 
Advertising: Sue Byram 07837 305837  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   

Contact: Roger Stephens    07483 211834        

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare £3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of King’s Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.   Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 13th 
and 27th* May 2026. 

* One day late because of Bank Holiday 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 11th and 
26th* May 2025. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 4th* and 18th May 
2025. 

* One day late because of Bank Holiday 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.00pm - 5.00pm at the Methodist 
Church. 
Contacts:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

messychurch@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson                                                                                       

07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Village Directory  
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Scouts 
Beavers Mondays  6.00pm 
Contact: 11th Romsey Scouts @gmail.com  

Services for the over 50’s 

Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               01794 389631 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00am—1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427  

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com   

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Lane         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Friday of each month at 
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 
 

Somborne Speedwatch 
Contact: Nicolas Pye             01794 388405 

nicola@yewbank.net 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Women’s  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Women’s Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Men’s Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Trina Masham      07852 257596 
 Carol Black  07847 528661 

Village Directory (continued) 

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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The Geriactors made a welcome return 
to the village on Saturday 11th April to 
perform their latest Comedic Murder 
Mystery play ‘A comedy of Terrors’.   
Set on a wind swept island off the coast 
of Essex where a ‘Drama Workshop 
Weekend’ for aspiring actors was 
planned.  The three act play was 
expertly delivered by the now familiar 
cast with some hilarious  and clever 
performances well played out by this 
talented group. 

The event was a sell out and with all 
tables full, the play was interspersed by 
a dinner which started with Bucks Fizz 
and assorted savoury nibbles, followed 
by a chicken and chorizo casserole with 
salad and sourdough bread kindly 
supplied by Hoxton Bakehouse in 
Stockbridge then a dessert of pecan and 
toffee meringue, finished off with 

coffee and mints.  Water for the tables 
was kindly supplied by Hildon.  The 
bar was kept busy throughout the 
evening and in between Acts (even the 
technology of the card reader didn’t 
cause too much consternation!). 

The raffle was well supported with 
many thanks to the individuals and 
businesses who donated prizes 
including the Greyhound on the Test, 
Meadow (Stockbridge), Broughton 

Crafts, Hoxton 
Bakehouse and Lisa 
Johnson of Country 
Designs, amongst 
others. 

The event took a lot of 
organising and with a 
new team leading the 
arrangements. With 
many helpers 
contributing to the 
success of the event, 
the evening went off 
smoothly with very 
few hiccups.  

Big thanks should go 
to Avis Stephens, 
Rebecca Rickard, 
Katherine Lee, Tracey 

Harris and Sheila Nevines, who cooked 
and expertly served up the meal, and to 
Roger Stephens for supporting the 
event with his technical wizardry and 
those who helped on the bar and to 
wash dishes and clear up after the 
event. 

The event has become a regular fixture 
in the village but many new faces on 

Geriactors return to King’s 

Somborne  
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the audience 
enjoyed the 
evening.  As 
usual, the evening 
was focused on 
raising money for 
local charities.   
Just over £2000 
was raised which 
was being divided 
up with a portion 
to the Village 
Hall, and the 
majority split 
with local cancer 
Charities 
‘Maggies’ in 
Southampton and 
‘Wessex Cancer Support’ in Chandlers Ford. Many thanks to all who supported 
this event and so generously contributed to raising such a great deal of money.      

Jonathan Rickard 
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Somborne Sisterhood have decided 
to adopt The Trinity Centre 
Winchester as our charity for the 
year, as they work with homeless and 
survivors of domestic abuse. 

A small group from the Sisterhood 
visited the Centre to find out more 
about their work. 

It was an inspiring visit. The centre 
helps about 170 to 190 women a 
year, and works to support women 
and build self-confidence. There are 
6 counsellors working from Monday 
to Friday, who lead group therapy 
and give individual support. Help is 
given with addiction problems. There 
are yoga sessions, guest speakers, 
holistic therapies and an 11-week 
‘Freedom’ programme to support 
women in building their self-esteem 
to recognise abusive behaviour and 
avoid it. There are education 
programmes and even a running 
group which can be prescribed by the 
doctor. Last year 23 people went 
from couch to 5k and 3 people ran 
the Winchester 10k! Staff and 
volunteers join in with the running. 

Homeless women are swiftly 
assessed and plans drawn up to 
support their mental and physical 
health. Support is given to help them 
move into independent living away 
from the Centre as soon as possible, 
where they 
continue to be 
intensively 
supported by 
the Centre for 
a year. 

The rooms in 
the centre are 

bright, airy 
and 
maintained to 
a high 
standard. The 
centre has an 
art room, 
therapy 
room, IT 
room and 
doctor’s consulting room. Hot meals 
are provided. One of the individual 
counselling rooms had a lovely 
bright red armchair under a window 
which would raise spirits 
immediately. 

We were surprised that the Centre 
has 12 self-contained flats, 9 of 
which can be used by women 
temporarily in an emergency, and 3 
longer stay flats for women who need 
a safe and supported environment.. 
We were shown round one flat, again 
bright and airy with neat paintwork, a 
kitchenette, bed-sitting room with a 
television and a glorious view of 
woodland and a stream through the 
large windows. It would feel like an 
amazing sanctuary. 

Sisterhood are drawing up plans to 
raise money and donate items to help 
the work of the Centre. 

Look out for more information! 

Sue Jackson 

Trinity Centre Winchester 
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King’s Somborne Solos Group bid farewell 

to ‘The Crown’  

On Wednesday 15th April, 19 
members of the King’s Somborne 
Solos group met at ‘The Crown’ for 
our regular monthly gathering.  

We had an excellent roast lamb lunch 
with all the trimmings followed by an 
very chocolatey brownie with 
chocolate eggs and ice cream, all in 
celebration of Easter. 

We also took the opportunity of 
saying a very fond farewell to Jude 
and her amazing team and wish Jude a 
very happy retirement. 

We shall miss our 
monthly lunch 
visits at ‘The 
Crown’ as well as 
the monthly Quiz 
and curry nights. 

We are now 
planning our May 
lunch and will be 
venturing further 
afield to local 
pubs. 

If you are 
interested in 
joining the KS 
Solos group 
please email Sue 
Fundrey at 

sue.fundrey@btinternet.com with your 
contact details and for more 
information. 

Sue Fundrey 

Photos for the cover 
We now have the cover of The Gauntlet printed in colour by a commercial 
printer.  To ensure that the printed pages are back in time to be collated with the 
rest of the magazine, I have to send the file to the printers in good time; that is, 
before the 15th of the month.  So, I can only consider photos for the cover if I 
receive them by the 12th.  To make sure that they reach me without delay, 
please now send them directly to me at harvey.saunders1@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:sue.fundrey@btinternet.com


8  

 

Drop In 

 

 

for a cuppa and a chat 
in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere 

at the Epworth Hall! 
Every Tuesday 

(apart from the second one in the month) 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

All proceeds go to charity. 

Everyone is welcome! 
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This is our fourth year running 
already. As usual, you can bring any 
kind of vegetable plants, flowers, 
shrubs and anything gardening and 
simply swap. However, you don’t 
need to bring anything, just come 
along for a cuppa and chat. 

The Hairy Pot Company from Kirton 
Farm are kindly providing a selection 
of plants for a small donation. 

This year, the Somborne Sisterhood 

WI is joining us and fundraising for 
‘The Trinity Centre’ charity. As part 
of their fundraising programme, they 
will be making bacon rolls. So, please 
bring your wallet if you want to make 
a donation. 

After the Plant Swap, kindly take any 
un-swapped plants/ items home with 
you. 

Ute Brock 

The Somborne Garden Club 

Event: 

9th May 10 – 12    Plant 

Swap or Not 

 
@ D. Orange’s garden, Fromans 

House, Romsey Road 

The ‘Friends’ have arranged two outings in the next few months.  Anyone is 
welcome to join us for these.  
 
The first one is a visit to the Historic Hospital and Almshouse of St. Cross 
on Thursday 7th May meeting at 10.30am for coffee and the tour starting at 
11.00am.  The cost is £8.50 per person, OAP £5.50 per person.  For more 
details and to book a place please contact  Terry and Nola 
Mackintosh on 01794 388248. 
 
The second visit is to Roche Court  Educational Trust and New Art Centre at 
East Winterslow  on Wednesday 15th July with guided tour £15.00 pp 
including coffee and cake!  . D Orange is arranging this so please contact her 
on 01794 388235 for more details.  Sorry NO dogs allowed 
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Sponsored Swimming Challenge 

Davina Nicholson, (who you may remember as Nanny McSmee from this year's 

Peter Pan Panto),  has taken on a huge challenge to swim 15km around all the 
Scilly Islands on the 17th and 18th September. 

She will begin on St Mary’s, swim (with others and a support boat) to the next 
island, cross it on foot and swim to the next island, also crossed on foot and so 
on. They will swim to, and cross, three islands each day. 

Davina only started open water swimming comparatively recently, and so far 
only swims 1 km at a time, so much training is needed, but she has been 
encouraged by her coach at Fullerton Open Water Swimming Lake and decided 
to take the plunge! 

The aim is to raise money for Level Water, a charity which teaches disabled 
young people to swim, and she is supplementing the swim by holding a Plant 
Sale in the garden at 6 New Cottages Furzedown Road on Saturday 16th May – 
see the above advert.  

Sue Jackson  

Somborne Speedwatch 
 

If you would like to help slow down the traffic coming through 
the village, please  

Contact    Nicola Pye 01794 388 405  nicola@yewbank.net 

mailto:nicola@yewbank.net
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 Parish Council  Notes        April  

Annual Parish Assembly & 
Community Asset 

Presentation 

Wednesday 6th May, 7:00pm at 
King’s Somborne Village Hall 

Join us for the Annual Parish 
Assembly and Community Asset 
Presentation evening, covering results 
from recent community surveys, ideas 
for larger parish projects, community 
resilience, the proposed 20mph speed 
zone and updates on Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

All residents are welcome to attend, 
hear updates and ask questions. 

The Hut 

Bookings will be accepted from the 
24th of April following a deep clean of 
the building. Please contact the Clerk 
to enquire or to make a booking. 

It has been agreed to explore the 
installation of French doors on both 
sides of the building to improve access 
and usability. The Clerk will obtain 
quotes for the works following 
consultation with an architect and 
structural engineer. 

Website and Communications 

It has been agreed to explore 
improvements to the Parish Council 
website to make it more user-friendly. 
The Clerk will contact website 
providers to review options and will 
also look at improvements to the 
Parish Council Facebook page. 

John O’Gaunt Palace Field 

Wildflower seeds have now been sown 

along the new path together with the 
wildflowers sown last year among the 
orchard trees, these areas will help 
create a bright, attractive space for 
residents to enjoy, while also 
providing valuable habitat for 
pollinators. 

Dog Fouling 

Residents are reminded to clear up 
after their dogs and dispose of waste 
responsibly. Dog fouling is unpleasant, 
a health hazard and spoils shared 
public spaces. Please help keep the 
parish clean and enjoyable for 
everyone. 

The Crown Inn  

‘The Crown Inn’ closed for the 
foreseeable future on Saturday 3rd 
April 2026 due to ongoing health 
issues and the increasingly challenging 
financial climate within the hospitality 
industry. 

The Parish Council would like to 
thank Jude and Terry for their many 
years of service to the community and 
wishes them well for the future. 

It is hoped that Punch will appoint new 
tenants to operate ‘The Crown’ on a 
Tenancy-at-Will basis in due course. 

Parish Council 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday 11th May at the Epworth 
Hall at 7pm. 

Parishioners are welcome to attend and 
bring to the attention of the council 
any matter of concern. 

Jordan Matthews 
Clerk to the King’s Somborne Parish 

Council 
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Somborne Sessions 

A REMINDER :  This is just a 
reminder from the Somborne Sessions 
that our final gig of the current season 
is on Saturday 9th May at the Village 
Hall.  We are going out (for the time 
being) with a band!  Rob Heron and 
the Tea Pad Orchestra are a gleeful 
mix of Rockabilly, Blues and more.  
Rob and his crew are brilliant 
entertainers and this will be an evening 
you won’t want to miss! 

 

Tickets are priced at £17.00 via 
www.sombornesessions.co.uk or 
£19.00 on the day of performance.  As 
usual, doors open at 7.30pm for 
8.00pm. 

The Sessions return in the Autumn for 
our 2026-7 season.  We have some 
excellent performers lined up, so please 
keep an eye on ‘The Gauntlet‘ for 
further details. 

Peter Duncan 

http://www.sombornesessions.co.uk


 

15 

On the beautiful warm sunny 
evening of April 8th, members 
gathered to listen to Ruth Kerr talk to 
us about "Touch and Memory".  

After a career working in Museums 
and handling exhibits, Ruth decided to 
pursue a subject that fascinated her - 
the link between touch and 
memory.  Of our five senses, touch is 
the least understood and explored, 
despite the fact that it is essential to 
our survival.   

From birth it is a means of 
communication, informing us about 
temperature, texture, pain and 
pressure, all through the medium of 
our skin, the largest organ in the 
body.  From 8 weeks of age, babies 
can feel through their lips and nose; 
by 12 weeks, through their palms and 

the soles 
of their feet; from 32 weeks through 
every part of their body, even able to 
feel a single hair.  

Touch is necessary for development of 
the brain and emotions - if babies are 
deprived of human touch and the 
experience of a wider environment, 
they will not flourish.  The damage 
can take many months to cure - 
affectionate touch is especially 
necessary for cognitive 

and intellectual 
development. 

As we grow older, 
touching and 
handling familiar 
things can inspire 
reminiscences and 
the sharing of past 
experiences.  

To illustrate this, 
Ruth handed round 
various old objects 
to inspire 
memories.  These 
included an old 
fashioned hair-dryer, 
an old dial up 
telephone, an  

upright hoover, a portable transistor 
radio and a cotton 
handkerchief.  These objects triggered 
happy memories for many members 
and there was much excited chatter 
and stories told.    

Bridget Coleman 

King’s Somborne 

Women’s Institute 
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King’s Somborne Working Men’s Club 

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

Saturday 2nd May – Games Night from 7pm. Darts, skittles, pool and 

more.  Children welcome.  Members free and non-members £2. 

Friday 15th May – Fun Quiz Night. Members free and non-members £2. 

Saturday 16th May – FA Cup final.  Club opens at 3pm. Members free 
and non-members £2. 

Saturday 30th May – Games Night from 7pm  Darts, skittles, pool and 
more.  Children welcome.  Members free and non-members £2. 

Wednesday 17th June – England FIFA World Cup game v Croatia.  Club 
opens at 7pm. Members free and non-members £2. 

 Friday 19th June – Fun Quiz Night. Members free and non-members £2. 

 Tuesday 23rd June -- England FIFA World Cup game v Ghana.  Club 
opens at 7pm. Members free and non-members £2. 

 Saturday 27th June -- England FIFA World Cup game v Panama.  Club 
opens at 7pm. Members free and non-members £2. 

 Sunday 19th July – FIFA World Cup Final. Club opens at 6pm.  Members 
free and non-members £2. 
  

Should England progress from the group stages of the FIFA World 
Cup, where possible, knock out games will be shown at the club.  Dates 
to follow. 

DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Wednesday at 9.15a.m. a group of us from the W.I. meet behind 
the Parish Church, beside the John O’Gaunt sign and walk together 
exploring the local countryside. We walk for a couple of hours with 
occasionally a stop for coffee on the way and very occasionally even 
cake and always a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John O’Gaunt sign one Wednesday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for more information.  
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Romsey Event Launches 

Dementia Action Week with 

Community Information Day 

Romsey Dementia Action Group 
(Romdag) is inviting local residents, 
carers, and families to attend its 
upcoming Dementia Information Day 
at Crosfield Hall on Sunday 17th 
May 2026, from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, marking the start of 
Dementia Action Week, a nationwide 
campaign to raise awareness and 
improve support for people living 
with dementia. 

The free community event will bring 
together a wide range of local 
organisations and professionals who 
provide services to people living with 
dementia and those who care for 
them. Visitors will have the 
opportunity to speak directly with 
experts, discover available resources, 
and learn more about the support 
networks available in the local area. 

Dementia affects thousands of 
families across the UK, and events 
like this aim to ensure no one feels 
they have to face it alone. Whether 
someone has recently received a 
diagnosis, is caring for a loved one, or 
simply wants to learn more about 
dementia-friendly support in the 
community, the event offers a 
welcoming space to ask questions and 
connect with others. 

Romdag Chair Janet Pratley said: 

“Our Dementia Information Day is all 
about helping people understand what 
support is available and making sure 
families know they are not alone. We 
want people to feel confident that 

help, 
advice, 
and 
friendly faces are available right here 
in the community.” 

Last year’s event was warmly 
received by attendees, who valued the 
opportunity to access information and 
speak directly with organisations that 
understand the challenges families 
face. 

Organisations expected to attend 
include well-known charities and 
local service providers offering 
advice on care, wellbeing, legal 
matters, transport, and everyday 
living with dementia. Please keep an 
eye on our website for stallholder 
information. 

Romsey Dementia Action Group was 
established in 2015 after Romsey was 
recognised as a Dementia Friendly 
Town. The group works to support 
families living with dementia by 
raising awareness, connecting people 
with local services, and creating a 
more inclusive community. 

The Dementia Information Day is free 
to attend and everyone is welcome. 

Dementia Action week runs from the 
17th – 22nd May please keep an eye 
on our website to find out what other 
events we are organising in this week, 
in particularly the Dementia Bus 
which will be in the Town Square 
on Wednesday 20th May. 

www.romdag.co.uk  
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What’s on in May 2026 

Gardens & Nature 

1–10 May Blossom at Mottisfont. Final 
days of the annual blossom celebration 
with tree appreciation, nature poetry, and 
seasonal spotter trails through the gardens 

4 May Longstock Park (Plant Fair): A 
Bank Holiday highlight at the Nursery. 
Over 30 specialist nurseries gather for a 
major fair in support of Plant Heritage. 
The nearby Water Garden will also have 
special bank holiday opening hours. 
5 May–17 July Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens (Art & Nature): Summer Family 
Spotter A self-guided family trail through 
the gardens to spot butterflies and blooms. 
Other May highlights include Forest 
Bathing (8 May) and a Rhododendron 
Guided Tour (14 May). 
17 May Hawk Conservancy Trust 
(Artisan Market):  Wings and Woodlands 
Artisan Market A collaboration with local 
makers bringing a range of artisan crafts 
and local produce to the trust’s stunning 
grounds. 
Houghton Lodge Gardens (The Glass 
House): Riverside Serenity The gardens 
and "The Glass House" tearooms are open 
daily (9am–5pm)  
23 May–1 June Hawk Conservancy 
Trust (Half Term): Angola’s Birthday 
Bash A week of family fun and special 
flying displays celebrating the 8th 
birthday of the Trust’s famous Secretary 
Bird, Angola. 

History & Museums 

7–9 May Winchester Cathedral (Craft 
Festival): MADE Winchester Craft and 
Design Festival A major three-day 
celebration featuring over 100 
contemporary craft and design exhibitors 
within the historic cathedral setting. 

9 May Whitchurch Silk Mill (Folk 
Festival): Whitchurch Folk Festival The 
mill grounds play host to a day of 
traditional music and dancing of the wider 
town festival. 

 
11 May Army Flying Museum 
(Lecture): An Officer And Her Gentleman 
Part of the museum’s popular evening 
lecture series, exploring unique personal 
histories from the world of aviation (pre-
booking recommended). 
27 May The Gurkha Museum (Family 
Day): Khukuris, Curry and Craft A half-
term family activity day (10am–3pm) 
featuring foam khukuri making, Nepali 
crafts, and traditional curry in the gallery. 
Throughout May Museum of the Iron 
Age Andover Dotty the Dodo’s Spring 
Fact Trail A fun, educational trail through 
the Andover museum galleries for 
younger visitors. On 22 May, the History 
Society also hosts a talk on the Andover 
War Memorial Hospital Centenary. 

Science 
9 May Winchester Science Centre 
(Planetarium): Pink Floyd: The Dark Side 
of the Moon An immersive 360-degree 
psychedelic visual experience set to the 
iconic album in the UK’s largest 
planetarium. 
29–30 May Winchester Science Centre 
(Sleepover):  The Big Family Sleepover 
An unforgettable overnight adventure 
allowing families to explore the exhibits 
after dark and sleep under the stars (or 
rockets!). 

Local & Heritage 

Hinton Ampner (National Trust):  
7 May The Gardener’s Garden Tour Join 
the Senior Gardener for an exclusive tour 
of the manicured lawns and vibrant 
borders as they hit their peak spring 
colours. 
Winchester Cathedral (Special Tour):  
12 May The Riddle of the Bones A 
"special interest" guided tour exploring 
the cathedral's greatest mysteries, 
including the ongoing quest to identify the 
ancient remains of kings and bishops. 
 

Karen Bolton 
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Theatres 

The Arc, Winchester 
29 May Laurence Jones: The multi-award
-winning blues-rock guitarist 
The Berry Theatre, Hedge End 
6–9 May Anything Goes: The classic 
Cole Porter musical, with nautical antics, 
and timeless songs 
22 May Seriously Collins: A tribute show 
celebrating the extensive hits of Phil 
Collins and Genesis 
30 May Ben Thompson – Elvis, The 
Ultimate Experience: One of the world’s 
leading Elvis tribute artists 
Chesil Theatre, Winchester 
1 May Much Ado About Nothing 
(Reading): An open social reading of 
Shakespeare’s classic comedy 
9 May Chesil Theatre Music Night: An 
evening of musical entertainment in aid of 
the new theatre development 
22–30 May Philip Pullman’s Grimm 
Tales: Adaptation of the fairy tales—
strictly for adults and older children 
Kings Theatre, Portsmouth 
19–23 May The Last Laugh: A brand-new 
theatrical production promising a night of 
top-tier comedy and drama 
30 May Dino Tales – Jurassic Rescue: 
Interactive, family adventure where 
children help rescue dinosaurs 
The Lights, Andover 
6 May Pierre Novellie: You Sit There, I’ll 
Stand Here: A hilarious new hour from the 
observational comedy master 
8 May The Dazzling Diamonds: A smash-
hit comedy variety drag show featuring 
high-energy dance routines 
21 May Anyone For Tennis – Pauline 
Eyre: A relatable solo show exploring the 
ups and downs of middle age 
Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 
29 Apr–17 May Matilda The Musical: 
The multi-award-winning Royal 
Shakespeare Company production 
21–23 May Buddy – The Buddy Holly 
Story: The sensational West End musical 
 

New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth 
6 May Sister Act: A divine musical 
comedy based on the hit film, where a 
disco diva joins a convent 
15 May Suzi Ruffell: The celebrated stand
-up brings her latest tour to Portsmouth 
17 May It’s A Beautiful Noise: The 
definitive tribute to Neil Diamond, 
celebrating his greatest hits 
23 May Ice Age Adventure Live: Family 
show bringing the beloved characters of 
the Ice Age films to life on stage 
26–30 May Avenue Q: Musical with 
puppets explores the messy realities of 
adult life in a hilariously irreverent way 
Plaza Theatre, Romsey 
23 May The George Harrison Project: A 
live musical tribute celebrating the "Quiet 
Beatle" 
Salisbury Playhouse 
27 Apr–2 May The Talented Mr Ripley: 
A tense and atmospheric stage adaptation 
of Patricia Highsmith’s classic 
5 May onwards Spitfire Girls: A poignant 
new play exploring the lives and legacies 
of the women who flew 
29 May The Magic of Motown: A 
massive party celebrating the sound of a 
generation 
Theatre Royal Winchester 
1 May Steeleye Span: The legendary folk-
rock pioneers return with their 50th-
anniversary tour 
3 May Choose George: A high-energy 
tribute celebrating the music of George 
Michael and Wham! 
20–23 May Sister Act: Winchester 
Musicals and Opera Society bring the 
divine musical comedy to life. 
28 May Jim and Nancy Moir’s Chin Wag: 
Better known as Vic Reeves, Jim Moir 
and his wife Nancy 
31 May The Eras Experience: A high-
energy tribute to Taylor Swift featuring 
iconic costumes and choreography 
 

Karen Bolton 
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Village diary for May 2026 

Every Monday           6.00pm    Beavers 
                                   7.30 pm   Badminton 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.15am    WI Walking Group  
                                    9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride  P 
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm  Needleworkers 
                                      
      

School holidays, Bank Holidays and other events may cause changes. 

5th Computer cafe 10.00am 

5th Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

6th  Parish Assembly  7.00pm 

6th WI Sisterhood 7.30pm 

7th TVBC Voting 
Village Hall 

7am to 
10pm 

8th School Quiz  7.30pm 

9th Plant Swap 
Garden Club 

10.00am 

11th Parish Council 7.00pm 

12th Epworth Lunch 12.30pm 

13th Wednesday  
Wanderers 

7.15 for  
8.00pm 

 

14th  Community  
Cinema 
‘Song Sung Blue’  

7.15pm for 
8.00pm 

 

19th Computer cafe 10.00am  

19th  Short Mat  Bowls 2.00pm  

21st Minibus to 
Lee on Solent  

10.00am 
 
 

 

21st Contemplative Prayer  7.30pm  

27th Women’s  
Fellowship 

2.30pm  

27th Somborne Society  7.30pm for 
8.00pm 
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District diary for May 2026 

Markets 
2 May Carlton Place Artisan Market, 
Southampton: featuring local sourdough 
bakers, craft distillers, and handmade 
jewellery (10am–4pm). 
3 May Petersfield Farmers’ Market: Held 
in Square, the best of seasonal Hampshire 
produce, from organic meats to locally 
pressed juices (10am–2pm). 
9 May Whiteley Artisan Market: A  
collection of  Hampshire designers and 
producers in  the shopping centre plaza. A 
great spot for picking up unique 
homewares, handmade skincare, and small
-batch treats (10am–4pm) 
10 & 31 May Winchester Farmers’ 
Market: located at the High Street, The 
Broadway. Perfect for picking up local 
trout, watercress, and artisan cheeses (9am
–2pm). 
30 May Lymington Craft & Gift Market: 
at the Masonic Hall featuring high-quality 
hand-crafted gifts from Hampshire and 
New Forest makers (10am–4pm). 

North & Central Hampshire 
1–4 May Spring Fling at Jane Austen’s 
House, Chawton: festival celebrating the 
season with guided village walks, themed 
house tours, and open-air reading sessions 
in the gardens. 
10 May The Alresford Watercress 
Festival: A street festival celebrating the 
local "green gold." Features a world-
record watercress eating competition, 
cookery demos, and live music. 
17 May Gilbert White’s House Unusual 
Plants Fair, Selborne with rare and 
heritage varieties in the stunning setting of 
the 18th-century naturalist’s home. 

South & Coastal Hampshire 
2–3 May Portsmouth Comic Con: The 
largest event of its kind in the South, 
taking over the Guildhall with celebrity 
guests, immersive "Experience Zones," 
and incredible cosplay. 
16–17 May Beaulieu Spring Autojumble: 
event for motoring enthusiasts with over 

1,000 stalls of car parts, memorabilia, and 
a "Trunk Traders" Sunday sale. 
23–25 May The Big Eat Festival, Royal 
Victoria Country Park: free-entry 
celebration of the South’s best street food. 
50 traders, live music on the main stage, 
and a dedicated "Introducing Stage" for 
local talent, all set against the backdrop of 
the Solent 
23–25 May Portchester Castle Siege: Re-
enactors bring history to life over the 
Spring Bank Holiday with medieval 
combat displays and encampment life 
within the Roman walls. 

West Hampshire (New Forest) 
5 May The Paint Club at St. Leonard’s 
Hotel, Ringwood: A relaxed, guided social 
painting evening where locals can create 
their own masterpiece with a glass of wine 
in hand. 
14 May Bluebell Steam Specials (Exbury 
Gardens): Take the narrow-gauge steam 
railway through the heart of the Exbury 
estate to see the spectacular bluebell 
carpets at their absolute peak. 
24 May Burley Village Food & Forage: A 
guided walking tour starting from the 
village centre, identifying edible spring 
greens and the history of New Forest 
commoning. 

Active & Outdoor Hampshire 
3 May ABP Southampton Marathon: 
Whether running or spectating, the city 
comes alive as thousands cross the Itchen 
Bridge and race through the common and 
city parks. 
16–17 May Dogstival, Stocklands Farm: 
festival for dogs and their owners, 
featuring agility displays, "K9 
Aquasports," and plenty of stalls for 
pampered pooches. 
23 May Night Sky Safari, Queen 
Elizabeth Country Park: An evening trek 
with local astronomers using high-
powered telescopes to view the stars from 
the dark skies of the South Downs. 

Karen Bolton 
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Tuesdays 10.00 – 13.00 

 
Jubilee Room Village Hall 

 
Delicious locally sourced pastries,  

cakes and sausage rolls 

New home for old mats? 

 
The village Short Mat Bowls Club has recently taken delivery of two brand 
new mats and we are looking for a good home for the old ones rather than 
sending them to landfill. They are well used but feel that they could have many 
uses in a new life.  

They are made of green baize on a woven backing and measure 45ft long by 
6ft wide and are roughly 5mm thick. If you can make use of all or part of these 
mats or can suggest a suitable recipient, please let me know on 07765 106854. 

Julia Bowen 
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Somborne Sisterhood 

The end of March and beginning of 
April have been an active few weeks 
for the Sisterhood.  

As a group we have chosen to tackle 
Women's Homelessness as our main 
campaign and, as such, wanted to 
support a local charity.  At the end of 
March, some of the committee and Sue 
Jackson visited the Trinity Centre in 
Winchester. This is an incredible 
centre for both men and women and is 
there as a stop gap, not just for the 
homeless but also for those in need of 
support.  

We will be undertaking several events 
this year but also, at each meeting, will 
collect toiletries; we will choose an 
item each month, to make it 
easier!  This month, April, has been 
toothpaste, but anything can be taken. 
They also accept clean towels and 
single bedding.  Please contact the 
Sisterhood if you would like to donate. 

For our April meeting, Emma Tellet 
and Lizzie Ayling came to talk to us 
about BOP (boponline.co.uk).  They 
are trying to provide a place to learn 
and re-define possibilities for 
individuals with learning difficulties. 
Lizzie, inspired by  her sons and 
Emma, by her time in education,  both 
believe that neurodiverse individuals 
should have a more inclusive 
experience in the world and that these 
people have vital lessons to teach us 
all about resilience, creativity and the 
human spirit.  

What they offer is very person centred 
so they want to provide activities to 

suit the 
individual whether it be art, drama, 
gardening... They are working with 
Mission Employability to help these 
young people find appropriate work 
and try to change perceptions in the 
community. Currently this is aimed at 
individuals of 14+ years with an 
ECHP, usually selected by HCC or 
schools.   

They aim to create pathways rather 
than certificates and adapt systems to 
suit individuals rather than individuals 
to systems.  

Why the 
porcupine?  
One of 
Lizzie’s sons 
was at a 
school 
looking at 
these 
animals.  It 
began to get 
crowded and 
he didn’t feel 
comfortable.  
He turned 
around and 
said ‘back off 
porcupine’!  
Henceforth 
the logo and the USP becoming our 
potential. 

Rebecca Rickard 

http://boponline.co.uk/
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A grant from the British Pilgrimage 
Trust is being used by the Parish 
Church to support activities on and 
around Rogation Sunday. 

The fifth Sunday after Easter Day, 
Rogation Sunday marks an ancient 
Christian tradition of asking for 
blessing on crops, fields and farms in 
anticipation of the harvest to come. 
In the past, this Sunday and the 
following days have involved 
congregations processing in prayer 
around the village or parish 
boundaries.  

The tradition in our own parish 
during recent years has been to hold 
a Rogation Sunday service at All 
Saints Little Somborne (now in the 
care of the Churches Conservation 
Trust) followed with a tea kindly 
provided by the Hervey-Bathurst 
family. The service this year will be 
on Sunday 10 May at 3 pm. 

The grant from the British 
Pilgrimage Trust has enabled the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) to 
undertake some additional activities 
in 2026.  

Parishioner Phil Carr (a seasoned 
pilgrim who has recently completed 
the 100 mile-plus pilgrimage walk 
between Winchester and Canterbury 
Cathedrals) has written directions for 
walking routes between all six of the 
parish churches in the Braishfield 
and Somborne benefices. Phil and 
our curate, Reverend Anthony Cross, 
are working together to turn these 
into professionally designed and 

printed leaflets. These resources are 
due to be launched on Rogation 
Sunday. 

Also on the day, Phil will be leading 
a walk of approximately two miles 
from the Parish Church to Little 
Somborne. This should take roughly 
1.5 hours, arriving in time for the 
afternoon service. (There will be a 
longer return walk for hardy 
walkers!) 

Phil is offering his services as leader 
and guide free of charge and the 
walk is open to everyone. In time, a 
further leaflet will be produced 
outlining the route so that residents 
and visitors alike can ‘self-guide’ 
from our beautiful Parish Church 
through the wonderful Test Valley 
landscape to All Saints in its lovely 
setting next to Somborne Park. 

The British Pilgrimage Trust is a 
registered charity aiming to advance 
British Pilgrimage as a form of our 
cultural heritage that promotes 
holistic wellbeing and is accessible 
to all. 

More information about the Trust, 
along with a host of resources that 
are likely to be helpful to people 
thinking about or planning 
pilgrimages, is available from 
www.britishpilgrimage.org 

Peter Duncan 

British Pilgrimage Trust Grant Supports 

Parish Rogation Sunday Activities 
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THE VERY BUSY 

BUMBLEBEE   

Mr. Grumpy the Gardener is a litter 
bug! When he is finished with his 
sandwich bag and coffee cup he just 
throws it on the ground! Mr Grumpy 
also doesn’t like bees. He doesn’t 
like them buzzing or flying round 
his head, and he’s always worried 
they will sting him. But Beatrice the 
Very Busy Bumblebee wants to 
whizz from flower to flower, collect 
nectar and make lovely sweet honey, 
and she certainly doesn’t want 
rubbish messing up her lovely 
garden.  

Can Beatrice teach Mr. Grumpy to 
tidy up and just how important she is 
for the garden and for the whole 
world?  With themes of friendship 
and sustainability, this sweet, funny show is the perfect introduction to live 
ballet and helps children understand just how important looking after our planet 
really is. With larger than life characters, crystal clear storytelling and fabulous 
dancing, the Let’s All Dance Ballet Company creates beautifully engaging 
shows for young and family audiences. Running time: 35 minutes + photo 
opportunity Suitable for: 0-8s, including children with special needs  

Rogation Service 

All Saints’, Little Somborne 
 

Sunday, 10th May at 3.00pm 
* Stunning flower arrangements * Rare Anglo-Saxon church 

* 

All welcome — come and join us!  
Please bring family and friends. 
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Services for the over 50s   

 

Over 50s Minibus Trips 

Booking essential             

Phone   Sue 07891930684 
 

Thursday  May 21st 2026 

  Lee on Solent 
 

 £10.00    Pick up  10.00am   Home for 4.00pm     

Sue 07891 930 684  &  Gill 01794 388 831  

Do contact us if you need any support or have anything that is worrying you. 

Blue Badge applications, attendance allowance, pension credit, dementia 
support services etc 

Epworth Lunches 

Tuesday May 12th 

12.30pm £7.00 
 

*Lasagne* *Green Beans*  

  *Garlic Bread*    

*Vienetta with Red Berries* 

*Coffee * 

Booking essential  -  Marilyn 389 356 
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TEST VILLAGES U3A 

Friday 8th May at 2pm in Chilbolton Village Hall 
A brief introduction to Britain’s Overseas Territories 

 
Tim Foy, a retired Diplomat, has represented the UK in many countries 
including Iraq and Afghanistan. In 2017 he was appointed as Governor of 
Anguilla in the Caribbean. Anguilla is one of 14 British Overseas Territories 
spread across the world. Tim gives us a brief overview of these interesting 
remnants of the British Empire. 

 
Thursday 4th June at 2pm in Chilbolton Village Hall 

“Margaret Thatcher”  
a talk by Tony Harris 

Doors open at 1.40 pm for the presentation followed by refreshments 

New members are very welcome to attend our meetings. 

U3A is a UK-wide network of groups that provides the opportunity to 
socialise and learn for fun. 

 Find out more at: u3a.org.uk, or see the latest on our Test Villages group at: 
testvillages.u3asite.uk 
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Somborne and District 

Society  

Unfortunately, our planned speaker 
for March had to cancel her talk.  

David Pennington, our Somborne 
Society Newsletter editor, stepped 
into the breach and talked to us about 
the Meeking Sisters: Sportswomen, 
Motorists, Aviators, Colonialists, Girl 
Guiding and MP.  

They were the stepdaughters of 
Herbert Johnson, of Marsh Court. I 
sincerely thank David for delivering 
his talk at short notice. 

Our planned speaker for May, John 
Smith, has cancelled his talk on 
Flying from Middle Wallop in WWII. 
However, we have moved forward a 
talk planned for our 2026/27 
programme.  

We will be very pleased to welcome 
local man, David Silver, to talk to us 
about ‘The Features of the Vulcan 
Bomber’. David served in the R.A.F. 
for 14½ years, from the age of 15, 
principally dealing with electrical and 
electronic systems. David serviced, 
maintained, and flew in the most 
advanced aeroplane of its time, the 
Avro Vulcan V2.  

Please come along on Wednesday the 
22nd of May to gain a rare insight 
into one of Britain’s most iconic 
aircraft. As usual the talk is in the 
Village Hall, 7:30pm for an 8pm start. 
See you there! 

Steve Silver-Warner (Chair) 
somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk 

Avro Vulcan - Image Credit: clipperarctic / CC BY-SA 
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D 
Simple Fish Pie—Serves 4 

 

No need to pre-cook the fish before topping with potato 

 

340 gms fish pie mix or equivalent fish of your choice 

165 gms raw prawns (optional) 

2-3 hard boiled eggs chopped (optional) 

1 small onion peeled and very finely sliced 

Small bunch parsley chopped 

700 gms potatoes, peeled and chopped 

Butter 

Salt and pepper 

 

 
1) Put potatoes in pan with boiling water to cook until soft.. 
2) Pre-heat over to 180 degrees fan. Tip the fish into pre-

greased ovenproof shallow dish with optional prawns and 
eggs, parsley and onion—mix well adding knobs of butter 
and salt and pepper. 

3) Drain potatoes and either mash with milk and butter, or 
use a ricer, much easier.  Place on top of fish, dot with 
butter and/or cheese gratings. 

4) Place in oven and cook for 25 minutes, when it should 
look slightly brown and crispy on top. 

 
If freezing omit the egg—it will go chewy when frozen. 
 

Enjoy! 
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Easter at King’s Somborne  

Parish Church  

The approach to Easter began on Palm 
Sunday, with a United service 
beginning outside the Methodist 
Chapel, and walking to the Parish 
Church with Palm Crosses, stopping at 

various points to sing ‘Hosanna’ just as 
the people did on the first Palm Sunday. 
At the Parish Church, we walked 
around the aisles of the building to 
remember Jesus’s entry into the city of 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Rev 
Peter Rayson gave the Palm Sunday 
address. 

But it wasn’t long before the shouts of 
‘Hosanna’ changed to ‘Crucify him!’. 
On Monday at the beginning of Holy 
Week we met for Holy Communion for 
all the parishes, led by Rev Tom 
Benson. This was followed on Tuesday 
at Timsbury and Wednesday at 
Michelmersh. 

On Maundy Thursday evening we 
gathered in the parish church to 
remember Jesus’s Last Supper, at which 
he and the disciples celebrated 
Passover. They would have eaten Roast 
Lamb, but we enjoyed a meal of Fish 
and Chips followed by Hot Cross Buns. 

Rev 

Howard Mellor spoke about the original 
Last Supper, and then we shared bread 
and wine just as Jesus had shared with 
his disciples. 

On Good Friday, we met for ‘An Hour 
at the Cross’, led by Lay Minister 
Howard Rowe, when we heard the 
‘passion reading’ from the Bible, and 
carried a tall wooden cross from the 
rear of the church to the front, 
symbolising Jesus’s journey towards his 
death on the cross all those years ago. 
This was a moving experience, which 
helped many of us feel like participants 
rather than mere observers. A highlight 
was the ‘Easter garden’ which John 
Ingleson had prepared for view 
underneath the altar table, and which 
shows the Garden of Gethsemane, with 
its 3 crosses, and burial tomb where 
Jesus’s body was laid, with its stone 
rolled closed. 

But on the third day, the stone was 
rolled away, and the tomb was empty, 
as nearly 90 parishioners gathered to 
celebrate Easter Day. Death could not 
contain Jesus – He is Risen! Rev Steve 
Pittis presided in a joyful Easter service 
of Holy Communion, and the Somborne 
Singers sang ‘The Risen Christ’ with 
Mozart’s ‘Alleluia!’. Afterwards there 
was an Easter Egg hunt in the church 
grounds, thanks to the Waters family. 

And is that the end of Easter for us? 
NO!! It’s the birthday of the Christian 
Church. And it’s for all of us! 

Howard 
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Parish Home Group 
Weekly on Thursdays, 7.30 - 9.00pm during term time 
Contact Howard Rowe for details 
howard_rowe@btopenworld.com or 01794 388400 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Meetings 
These meetings are for those, from 
any faith or none, who are seeking 
the opportunity to practice silent 
prayer and contemplation in the 
companionship of others.   

The meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 
7.30pm.   The venue is 1 Highfield 
Cottages, off Strawberry Lane, Up 
Somborne.   

If you would 
like to know 
more, please 
contact Jane 
Duncan on 
01794 388059 
or  
07766 811 623.   

All are very welcome.   

From The Parish Registers 

15th March           Baptism of Harriet Cullen 

21th March         Baptism of. Annabel Robyn Young 

30th March       Funeral of Nancy Bugden 

7th April        Funeral of Ann Marie Hook at Test Valley                            
                        Crematorium 

13th April      Funeral of David Whitford 

mailto:howard_rowe@btopenworld.com
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Church services in May 

Parish Church 
Sunday, 3rd May—Fifth 
Sunday of Easter 
08.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
(1662) 
10.00 a.m. Morning Worship  
Readings: 
Sandie Pepperell: Acts 7.55-3nd 
Janet Ingleson: John 14.1-14 
 
Sunday, 10th May—Sixth 
Sunday of Easter 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
Readings: 
Caroline Hervey Bathurst: Acts 
17.22-31 
Sandie Pepperell: John 14.15-21 
 
3.00 p.m. Rogation Service at 
Little Somborne 
 
Thursday, 14th May—
Ascension Day TBC 
 
Sunday, 17th May—Seventh 
Sunday of Easter 
10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Christina Dumas: Acts 1.6-14 
Alwena Rowe: Luke 17.1-11 
 
Sunday, 24th May—Pentecost 
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Readings:  
David Evans: Acts 2.1-21  
Linda Aucock: John 20.19-23 or 
John 7.37-39 
 
Sunday, 31st May—Trinity 
Sunday 
10.00 am Holy Communion at 
Farley Chamberlayne 
NO SERVICE AT KING’S 
SOMBORNE 

Methodist Church 

May 3rd 10.30 am Holy Communion 
Rev Peter Rayson 
 
May 10th 10.30 am  
Mr Mike Bowstead 
 
May 17th—No morning Service 
 
3:00 pm Messy Church 
 
May 24th 10.30am 
Mr Graham Hepburn 
 
May 31st 10.30am 
Rev Tim Searle 
 
 
 
 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 

St Thomas’ Stockbridge 

St Joseph’s Romsey  

St Andrew’s N.  Baddesley 

 

Details of services at RC churches,  see:  
www.hampshiredowns.org.uk     and 
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 
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Printed and published by the Parish of Somborne with Ashley, Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
King’s Somborne, Hampshire.   SO20 6PW 

In this year’s Church Calendar most of May is ‘Easter’ (which ends at Pentecost 
on 24th May).  Churches are bright, cheerful and beautiful – often filled with 
flowers.   
 
In May many Churches will be joining in with ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ (a focus 
on prayer which runs for 10 days from Ascension Day (Thursday 14th May) to 
Pentecost (Sunday 24th May)).  There are details of planned events and re-
sources available at www.winchesterdiocese.org/church-year/thy-kingdom-
come/.  
 
There is an event on Saturday 16th May 6.30pm in Winchester Cathedral called 
‘The Upper Room’.  Everyone in our Diocese is invited.  The service will focus 
on prayer for the renewing of the Holy Spirit for ourselves and our churches, 
and for others to come to faith in Christ. There will be a worship band, prayer 
spaces, and Taizé worship. In advance of that there is a Deanery Contemporary 
Worship in All Saints’ Church, Awbridge (Church Lane SO51 0HN) at 6.30pm 
Sunday 3rd May.  May is a good time to visit a church (or cathedral) for the first 
time (or for a long-delayed return).  I hope that you will get a warm welcome! 
 

Your Rural Dean, James                      

 

Rev James Pitkin - romseyareadean@gmail.com 
 
This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times. 

From the Rural Dean 

http://www.winchesterdiocese.org/church-year/thy-kingdom-come/
http://www.winchesterdiocese.org/church-year/thy-kingdom-come/
mailto:romseyareadean@gmail.com
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