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TW Glazing and  

Window Repairs  
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 
Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

To advertise here 

contact subyram@aol.com 

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/
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Parish Church  

Priest in charge:  
Rev Tom Benson                 01794 368335 
tbenson09@aol.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
Pollyann@afmonk.co.uk  

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
Kingôs Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Graham Searle 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editors: Sandie Pepperell 
               Sue Jackson 
               Gill Butler 
               Julia Bowen 

01794 388021 
07891 930684 
01794 388831 
07765 106 854 

Advertising: Sue Byram 07837 305837  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   
Contact: Roger Stephens            

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare Ã3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of Kingõs Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 

last Sunday of each month.   Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected w/c 6th and 
20th April 2026  

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected w/c 13th and 27th 
April. 2026  

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
w/c 6th, and 20th April 2026   

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 

Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.00pm - 5.00pm at the Methodist 
Church. 
Contacts:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

messychurch@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contact: Sue Jackson 
                                                07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Scouts 
Beavers Mondays  6.00-7.00pm in the 
Village Hall 
Contact by email: 

11thRomseyScouts@gmail.com  

Village Directory  
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Services for the over 50õs 
Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               07765 106854 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00amð1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427 

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com 
Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Lane         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm  in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Somborne Speedwatch 
Contact:  Nicola Pye             01794 388405 
                                    nicola@yewbank.net 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Womenõs  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Womenõs Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Menõs Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Trina Masham      07852 257596 
 Carol Black  07847 528661 

Village Directory (continued) 

This monthôs cover photo is  by Rosemary Saunders 

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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Peter Pan comes to Somborne 
Another wet dark February night was 
ideal for you to disappear into a world 
of magic and make-believe.  

This year's panto was Peter Pan, a first 
in the 40 years of the 'Kings Somborne 
Players', and what fun it was. 

Our hero, Peter Pan, was played by the 
multi-talented Sam Judges, who had a 
huge amount of energy and exuded 
happiness. His little, sometimes 
grumpy, fairy friend Tinkerbell 
(Caroline Crump) was always by his 
side. 

Peter Pan taught the Darling family, 
Wendy (Megan Masters), John 
(Samson Cuff), Michael (Rosetta Clark
-Smith), to fly! 

All the children acted confidently 
and very well indeed, so hopefully 
we will see them in the next few 
pantos too.  This included the 
family dog Nanna (Florence 
Horrell) who was very well 
behaved! 

They all arrived in Neverland, and 
met a mermaid in the sea (Ellie 
Monger - wearing a dress Shirley 
Bassey would have been proud of) 
and some beautiful jelly fish. 

The small boats, number 67 and 69 
were very clever indeed, just part of 
the props and scenery triumphs 
(Jonathan Rickard and Richard 
Masters). 

The wicked Captain Hook (Rory 
McClenaghan) appeared with many 
boos and hisses, together with his wet 
blanket sidekick Smee (David 
Haydon) and his incredibly funny 
mother Nanny (Davina Nicholson) 
who had great stage presence and very 
risqu® panto jokes! (oh yes she did....) 

Captain Hook's pirates were 
such fun, scuttling around the 
stage and audience like rats.  
This unruly mob gelled 
together brilliantly, not helped 
by Snarky (Rebecca Rickard) 
and Snarly (Vanessa 
McClenaghan) who had to 
still learn the Pirate Rulebook.  
The pirate band never needed 
the prompt (Peter Duncan) 
and the fun they had made 
you want to get into the ship 
yourself and join in!  Lesley 
Everard-Evans played the 

hard of hearing Starkey, as well as 
Tiger Lily and Peter Pan's shadow. 

The Neverland Girl Guides, led by 
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Megan Horrell, as Brown Owl 
(Jocelyn Spangler-Jones, 
Megan Emily Crowley, Lexi 
Brewer) had a fun toe tapping 
song and dance.   The music 
throughout was excellent, great 
choices (Jonathan Crump) and 
good choreography (David 
Welton and Katie Dynes) 

The Neverland Lost Boys were 
Nibs (David Cottom - who had 
the most unnerving 
Trumpesque wig and hairy legs) and 
Tootles (played by David Welton who 
stepped in at the last minute.  
Unfortunately Alan Glynn Jones put 
his back out in the final week of 
rehearsals). They were ably supported 
by the cute 'twins' (Hattie Dynes and 

Poppy Dynes) , Ocean Hunt and 
others who also doubled as pirates and 
Girl Guides.  Never had so many 
people changed their costumes so 
many times in one performance.  They 
all loved the motherly Wendy. 

Peter rescued the Darling family from 
Hook's sharp clutches and also freed 
Tiger Lily.  Hook was finally sent 
packing and chased away by Snappy 
the crocodile (David Crump) in the 
biggest inflatable costume ever 
designed! Hooray! 

As Hook disappeared, Peter Pan took 

the Darling family back to London 
with The Lost Boys, where they 
finally lived happily with their new 
family. 

A very fine panto, so well done 
especially the directors David Welton 
and Johnathan Crump, and a 
donation was made to Great 
Ormond Street Hospital. 

There are always so many others 
involved in the production of a 
pantomime including backstage, 
props, front of house, sound, 
lighting etc , the list is endless.  
Special thanks to Roger Stephens 
for setting up the sound with Jon 
Crump, Melanie Haydon for mics, 
Tom Dynes and Denise Spangler 

for lighting. 

Anyone can join in for next year, all 
are welcome! 

Contact@somborneplayers.org.uk 
 

Review by Sian Johnston 
  

mailto:contact@somborneplayers.org.uk
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Kingõs Somborne 

Womenõs Institute 

Members of Kings Somborne W.I. met 
on March 12th when Alan Jones spoke 
about 'Sombody like you'. 
 
He first talked about the make-up of our 
blood. We all have 8 to 9 litres of blood 
which is pumped around our body by 
our heart at a rate of 100,000 beats per 
24 hours. He illustrated his talk with the 
use of felt copies of the body organs 
which he then attached to a specially 
designed apron modelled by our 
president which enabled him to explain 
the circulation and how the alimentary, 
urinary, and respiratory systems work. 
Throughout his talk Alan told us many 
amusing and surprising facts such as 
our stomach can hold 1.5 to 4 litres, our 
small intestine is 20 feet long and only 
20% of our sense of taste is detected by 
the taste buds on our tongue, the 
remaining 80% is through smell 
receptors in our nose!   
 
He ended his lecture by talking about 
some future technical advances such as 
those involving pace-makers which will 
be just the size of a grain of rice and 
will be bio-degradable and it is 
envisaged that within the next 20 
years renal dialysis will be replaced 
with implants of artificial kidneys. 
 

Our members agreed that his talk was 
most interesting and informative.  

 
After the lecture plans were made for a 
WI 'extra' trip when we will meet for 
coffee at the Auto Barn at Sutton 
Scotney on Thursday 26th March.  
 
Our next ordinary meeting will be held 
on April 8th when Lizzie Race will talk 
on 'How to save the planet - one outfit 
at a time?' 

Nola Mackintosh 
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 Parish Council  Notes   March 2026 

Southern Water 

After a very short respite the tankers 
have returned with the addition of a 
large hole in the road at the bottom of 
Church Road. No response has been 
received to our queries to Southern 
Water (perhaps they are all out digging 
holes). All complaints should be made 
to Southern Water direct. 

Hut 

We have met with Nigel Dakin of 
DKN JAMM Architects who has 
recently moved to the village and has 
kindly agreed to help us out with a 
plan to upgrade the Hut. The original 
proposal of long bifold doors by the 
cricket club appear problematic due to 
roof truss positions but we are working 
with Nigelôs help with alternative 
proposals to achieve the goals. 

Parish Infrastructure 

We have deferred the public meeting 
to Wednesday the 6th of May at 7.00 
p.m. to combine it with the Annual 
Parish Assembly where we can present 
the work done to date of potential 
projects and how as a Parish Council 
we envisage these can be moved 
forward with community assistance. 

Traffic  

The application for a grant from the 
Police & Crime Commissioner to 
cover at least a portion of the cost of 
the 20mph scheme has been refused by 
the Commissioner who personally 
made the decision not to fund any of 
the three schemes applied for by 
Parish Councils and to prioritise areas 
that did not already have equipment to 

deter speeding. 

John oôGaunt Field  

Work has been suspended on the 
footpath around the John oô Gaunt 
Field due to the wet condition of the 
ground and path material. Once we get 
a dry spell additional material will be 
laid to achieve a smooth surface. 

The Bourne 

Together with a representative of the 
Bourne Volunteers we have met with 
County Councillor David Drew in 
respect to the county councilôs 
responsibilities in regard to riparian 
ownership and duties along Vicarage 
Lane and Winchester Road. They have 
subsequently again denied any 
responsibility in respect of riparian 
ownership despite the bourne being 
bounded by highway. We will pursue 
the matter with the E.A. 

Parish Council  

The Council co-opted and welcomed 
Lynette Withers as a member of the 
council having kindly volunteered to 
fill the outstanding vacancy on the 
council. 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday the 13th of April at the 
Epworth Hall. Parishioners are 
welcome to attend and bring to the 
attention of the council any matter of 
concern 

Graham Searle 
Chair,  

Kingôs Somborne Parish Council 
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Kingõs Somborne Working Menõs Club 
UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 

Saturday 4th April 2026   - Games Night open to everyone, 
Ã2.00 entry for Non-Members,Bar open from 7pm 
Sunday 5th April 2026  - Bingo & Easter Raffle,     Bar open from 
7pm,     Bingo starts at 8pm,     Ã2.00 entry for Non-Members 
Friday 17th April 2026   - Fun Quiz Night,    Free for Members
 Ã2.00 for Non-Members,    Maximum 6 people per team,     8pm 
start 
Saturday 18th April 2026   - Charity Beetle Drive in aid of the 
Countess of Brecknock Hospice   in the memory of Mike 
Snellgrove, Doors open at 6pm for a 7pm start, suitable for those 
aged 12 and over. 
Saturday 2nd May 2026   - Games Night open to everyone, Ã2.00 
for Non-Members, Bar open from 7pm. 
Friday 15th May 2026    - Fun Quiz Night,   Free for Members, 
 Ã2.00 for Non-Members,Maximum 6 people per team,     8pm start 
Saturday 30th May 2026   - Games Night open to 
everyone,,Ã2.00 for Non-Members, Bar open from 7pm. 
Friday 19th June 2026   - Fun Quiz Night,     Free for Members,   
 Ã2.00 for Non-Members, maximum 6 people per team,     8pm 
start. 
World Cup Opening  Details to follow 
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Somborne and District 

Society 

In February we were fortunate to be 
able to welcome Emeritus Professor 
Tom Beaumont James to talk to us 
about the devastating Black Death in 
Hampshire around 1348-9. Iôm pleased 
to say that the talk was very well 
attended, and I hope you enjoyed 
learning about that dark time in our 
history. It was very interesting to hear 
how the plague affected our society for 
generations, and how the impact can 
still be seen in architecture today. 

If you would like to know more about 
this subject you may be interested to 
know that Hampshire County Council 
published a paper on The Black Death 
in Hampshire (Hampshire Papers No. 
18, 1999) by Tom James outlining the 
impact of the 1348-1350 plague on the 
county. It examines high mortality 
rates among tenants and clergy, 
particularly in Winchester and 
Titchfield, leading to widespread 
agricultural disruption and the 
desertion of villages. The cover price 
is just Ã1, but we picked up a free copy 

from the Hampshire Records Office in 
Winchester. 

Our April talk is on Wednesday the 
22
nd, in the Village Hall, 7:30pm for 

an 8pm start. We are very pleased to 
welcome Erica Tinsley to talk to us 
about The Development of Shoes in 
England. Shoes are such an everyday 
part of life that the history books tend 
to overlook them.  In this talk about 
the outdoor shoes people have worn, 
Erica hopes to go a small way to 
putting that right. 

Ericaôs interest in shoes is because her 
fatherôs family were boot and 
shoemakers for several generations.  
She has childhood memories of sitting 
in her fatherôs workroom surrounded 
by the smell of leather. Erica is Chair 
of Andover History & Archaeology 
Society and leads the History Group of 
Anton U3A.  

See you there! 
Steve Silver-Warner (Chair) 
somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk 

DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Wednesday at 9.15a.m. a group of us from the W.I. meet behind 
the Parish Church, beside the John OôGaunt sign and walk together 
exploring the local countryside. We walk for a couple of hours with 
occasionally a stop for coffee on the way and very occasionally even 
cake and always a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John OôGaunt sign one Wednesday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for more information.  

mailto:somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk
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D 
Roast Shoulder of Lamb and Root Vegetables with 

Onion Sauce 

A good and tasty Easter dishñServes 4 

 1.4kg Shoulder of Lamb 
3 big sprigs of Rosemary finely chopped 
6 medium carrots 
6 small parsnips 
Olive Oil, Salt & Pepper 
For the Onion Sauce 
3 medium onions 
25g butter 
200ml white wine or a stock cube 
1 heaped tsp caster sugar 
2 tsp white wine or cider vinegar 
1 tbsp plain flour 
400ml (approx. ¾ pint milk) 

50ml water 
 
1) Set oven to 200 deg. 
2) Combine rosemary with 1 tbsp salt and a good grind of black pepper. Lightly 

score the skin of the lamb and rub all over with the rosemary mixture. 
3) Cut carrots and parsnips in half lengthways, peeling if necessary. Place into 

boiling water and parboil for 6 mins. Drain and cool under cold water, toss in 
olive oil and season with salt and pepper. 

4) Place in a baking tray sitting the lamb on top adding a little more olive oil. 
Cook in the pre-heated oven for 45-55 mins, turning veg after 30 mins. The 
joint should be pink but not raw! 

5) Meanwhile make the onion sauce. Finely dice the onions. Melt the butter in a 
medium pan, add the onions with some salt and pepper and sweat for 10 mins. 
Pour in the wine or stock, sprinkle in the sugar and cook for roughly 20 mins 
more until the onions are soft stirring now and then. Add the vinegar and keep 
cooking until the liquid has evaporated. The onions should not be coloured!. 
Sprinkle over the flour and stir in thoroughly. Start adding the milk slowly, 
stirring all the time until all the milk has been added. Cook very gently for a 
further 10 mins, the consistency should be like double cream.  Season to taste. 

6) Remove lamb from the oven and place on a board to rest covered with foil. 
Ensure vegetables are cooked, if not, return to oven. 

7) Place oven tray on the hob, pour in 50ml water and stir to loosen the goodies 
left in the pan. Pour this into the onion sauce stirring to combine. 

8) To serve, place veg on a serving platter with the lamb on top pouring on any 
extra juices. Carving beforehand makes serving easier. Serve the onion sauce 
separately or pour around the meat and veg. 

 
Enjoy! 
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The brilliant 2025-6 season of the 
Somborne Sessions ends in May with 
Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra 
gracing the Village Hall stage. 
Defying musical pigeon-holing, Tea 
Pad have been gleefully trampling 
over genre boundaries for more than a 
decade. Their music is a wonderful 
mix of Rockabilly, Blues, Country, 
Swing, Soul and more. 
 
Based in Newcastle, Rob and his gang 
have released five albums and toured 
widely across the British Isles and 
mainland Europe, playing everywhere 
from Glastonbury and the Cambridge 
Folk Festival right through to village 
halls and barns. Well known for their 
energetic live shows, theyôve toured 
with some of the big-name Americana 

outfits such as Pokey LaFarge and 
Sierra Farrell. 
 
Joining Rob (vocals/ guitar) on the 
stage will be Tom Cronin (mandolin/ 
harmonica/ guitar), Ben Powling 
(saxophone/ clarinet), Ted Harbot 
(double bass/ electronic bass) and 
Paul Archibald (drums). Tea Pad are 
the perfect feel-good end to a great 
season! 
 
Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra 
will be performing in the Village Hall 
on Saturday 9 May 2026. Tickets are 
priced at Ã17 (via the sessions website 
www.sombornesessions.co.uk) or Ã19 
on the day of performance. As usual, 
doors open at 7.30pm for 8pm.  

FINAL SESSIONS OF THE SEASON: ROB HERON AND THE TEA PAD 

ORCHESTRA 

Somborne Speedwatch 
 

If you would like to help slow down the traffic coming through 
the village, please  

Contact    Nicola Pye 01794 388 405  nicola@yewbank.net 

http://www.sombornesessions.co.uk
mailto:nicola@yewbank.net
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Somborne Sisterhood  

In March, Phil from the Ecology Store 
in Stockbridge treated us to an hour of 
deep relaxation. Before we lay on our 
mats and covered ourselves with a 
blanket, the concept was 
explained.  Ripples of sound from 
different shaped bowls, gongs, water 
sounds and delicate bells would be 
taking us to different 'places'. 

Vibrations of sound would also be 
evident. 
Phil explained that some of us might 
experience a feeling of floating whilst 
others would be completely 
'grounded', almost unable to move. 
Some may sleep, others would find 

their mind wandering and then need to 
try to re-focus on the source of the 
sound. Whatever the effect, it would 
be a relaxing hour. 
He was right. We did all have a unique 
account of that hour and I am sure 
many were then keen to book a 
session - Google Ecology of Sound, 
Stockbridge. Kathryn, Phil's wife, also 
does yoga sessions.  
If you haven't yet visited the store in 
Stockbridge, do so. It is all about local 
organic food, sustainable living and 
green cleaning. 

Rebecca Rickard  
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Step Into Nature and Make a 

Difference: Walk the Test Way 

Returns 
 
Walkers across Hampshire and beyond are being invited to lace up their 
boots and take part in the much-loved Walk the Test Way, a unique 
charity walking event organised by the Rotary Club of Romsey Test. 
 
Taking place along the beautiful Test Way in Hampshire, the annual 
event gives participants the chance to enjoy stunning countryside while 
raising money for a charity of their choice. 
 
With routes ranging from 5 miles to over 25 miles, the event is designed 
for everyone ð from families looking for a scenic day out to seasoned 
walkers seeking a rewarding challenge. Participants are transported to 
their chosen starting point and walk back to Romsey, where a warm 
welcome, refreshments and a medal await. 
 
Since its launch in 2003, Walk the Test Way has raised more than Ã1.3 
million for charities across the UK. In recent years alone, tens of 
thousands of pounds have been distributed annually to causes including 
health charities, youth organisations, disability support groups and local 
community initiatives. 
 
What makes Walk the Test Way special is its flexibility ð participants 
can raise funds for any registered charity close to their heart. Every step 
taken directly benefits causes that matter most to the walkers 
themselves. 
 
Beyond fundraising, the event is a celebration of community spirit. 
Families, schools, businesses and local groups walk side by side, sharing 
stories, encouragement and a shared sense of achievement as they cross 
the finish line together.  
 
A spokesperson for the organisers said ñWalk the Test Way is about 
bringing people together to enjoy the Hampshire countryside while 
making a real difference. Whether you walk five miles or twenty-five, 
every step helps someone in needò. 
 
Registration opens in May 2026. For full details and to register, 
visit: www.walkthetestway.org.uk 

http://www.walkthetestway.org.uk/
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Situation Vacant - Editor 

Following the retirement of the Editor of the 
last 22 years, the remainder of the editorial 
team have remained in place and have acted as 
joint editors.  They now realise that the 
additional responsibilities they now have are 
giving them too much to do.   

What is needed is someone to volunteer to lead 
the team by coordinating the editing, overseeing the design of the magazine 
and joining in the rota of those editing and laying out the magazine;  that is, a 
new Editor.  

The new Editor needs to be familiar with Windows-based computing, but not 
necessarily an expert.   Some experience of editing or publishing would be 
good but not essential. 

If you think that you could fill this unpaid voluntary role, please contact any 
member of the team ï their names and numbers are on page 1 of this 
magazine. 

Drop In 

 

for a cuppa and a chat 
in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere 

at the Epworth Hall! 
Every Tuesday 

(apart from the second one in the month) 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

All proceeds go to charity. 

Everyone is welcome! 
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On a crisp Thursday afternoon towards 
the end of February, members of the 
Kingôs Somborne Gardening Club 
embarked on a delightful outing to 
Westcroft garden in Boscombe 
Village, expertly organised by Ute 
Brock.   Despite arriving slightly late 
in the season for snowdrops, the 

garden, sited 
in a dell on 
the edge of a 
fast flowing 
brook, still 
boasted an 
impressive 
array of 
hundreds of 
different 
snowdrop 
species, 
which were 

labelled and thoughtfully presented by 
the owner, a passionate galanthophile.     
 
The garden, renowned for its 
snowdrop displays, opens for the 
National Garden Scheme (NGS), 
offering visitors a chance to appreciate 

their remarkable diversity especially 
when interspersed with vibrant 
Hellebores that added a splash of 
colour to the flower beds. 

The group enjoyed a leisurely stroll 
along paved paths winding through the 
dell, absorbing the tranquil atmosphere 
and the meticulous plantings.   
Following their exploration, everyone 
was welcomed into the house for a 
comforting cup of tea accompanied by 
delicious homemade cake.   Adding to 
the charm of the afternoon, a selection 
of snowdrop-themed souvenirs, such 
as napkins, mugs, greeting cards, and 
other keepsakes, were available for 
purchase. 
 
 
Grateful thanks go to Ute and the 
committee for organising a memorable 
and enjoyable afternoon. 
 

Jo Brooke-Webb 

Kingõs Somborne Gardening Club 
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Thursday 9th April at 2pm in 
Chilbolton Village Hall 

 
ñNot a drop to Drink? Hampshire 
water stress ï Rivers, Reservoirs 

and Youò   
a talk by Moya Grove. 

 

5ƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ мΦпл ǇƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

 
bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ 
¦о! ƛǎ ŀ ¦Y-ǿƛŘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΦ 

 CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘΥ ǳоŀΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΣ ƻǊ ǎŜŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¢Ŝǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘΥ 

ǘŜǎǘǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦǳоŀǎƛǘŜΦǳƪ 

The Sombornes Pre-school Needs 

You! 

The Sombornes Pre-school is currently looking for 
enthusiastic people to join our pre-school committee. 
The pre-school is well-established and plays a crucial 
role in village life, but we rely on the volunteers who 
make up our committee in order to keep running. Committee members do not 
necessarily need to be parents of children at pre-school, but anyone who would 
like to join our friendly team! 
 
Committee members should have a real desire to improve the pre-school, and be 
keen to support us by attending meetings (approx. 6 per year), putting forward 
ideas for fundraising events and giving hands-on help where needed. 
 
We are holding our AGM at pre-school on Tuesday 28th April at 7pm ï if you 
would like to come and meet us to find out more, you would be very welcome. 
You can also e-mail us at: 
office@kspreschool.co.uk, or phone us on: 07530 893773 for further 
information. 

mailto:office@kspreschool.co.uk
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Whatõs on in April 2026 

Winchester Science Centre 
1ï19 Apr Letôs Go Bunny Hunt! A story-
filled Easter adventure - explore the science 
of spring and hunt for bunnies 
10ï11 Apr The Big Family Sleepover An 
overnight experience for families to explore 
the exhibits after dark  
18 Apr Led Zeppelin: The Planetarium 
Experience Immersive audio-visual show 
featuring iconic music and visuals 
Museum of the Iron Age (Andover) 
1ï12 Apr Koala Takeover A playful family 
trail throughout the museum to celebrate 
Easter and spring 
Thursdays in Apr Back to the Iron Age 
Hands-on history sessions including grain 
grinding and weaving  
19 Apr Not Just Any Old Iron Age Museum 
A special 40th-anniversary lecture exploring 
the museumôs history 
Winchester Cathedral 
6 Apr Organ Festival 2026: Opening 
Recital A recital on the historic "Father 
Willis" organ  
18 Apr The Planets & Star Wars Suite A 
symphonic concert by the Fulltone 
Orchestra 
The Gurkha Museum 
Apr ï 2 May Forged in Steel: The Soldier's 
Blade Exhibition of the history, symbolism, 
and skill behind the Kukri 
13 Apr Sicily: Cultural Crossroads A day 
of lectures including lunch, looking at the 
diverse history of the island  
24 Apr Gurkha Curry Lunch A traditional 
two-course Nepali curry served in the grand 
McDonald Gallery  
Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
1ï12 Apr Inspired by Nature Art Exhibition 
A collection of botanical-themed art and 
sculpture  
1ï19 Apr Easter Boxes & Garden Dining 
Special seasonal lunch boxes for children 
and spring-themed menus  
14ï26 Apr Hampshire and Berkshire Guild 
of Craftsmen An exhibition showcasing 
local artisans. 

24ï25 Apr Food in the Gardens A new two-
day food market celebrating Hampshireôs 
best local producers 
Houghton Lodge Gardens 
2 Apr Macrame Bunny Workshop A 10:30 
AM creative session at The Glass House tea 
room  
23 Apr Spring Sketching & Art Workshop A 
morning workshop designed for all abilities  
25 Apr The Glass House Food Festival A 
free-entry celebration of local Hampshire 
produce 
Hawk Conservancy Trust 
1ï12 Apr Golden Eagle Egg Hunt An 
Easter-themed activity trail featuring a giant 
Golden Eagle "nest." 
From 5 Apr Woodland Wonders Flying 
Display Featuring the beautiful woodland 
owl flying demonstration 

Mottisfont (National Trust) 
1ï14 Apr Town & Country: A Journey 
through the Seasons An exhibition of 
landscape art 

Army Flying Museum  
1ï19 Apr Easter Holiday Family Trail An 
indoor activity trail through the hangars, 
perfect for children  
Daily in Apr The Apache Caf® Experience 
Enjoy a coffee with a unique view directly 
over the active airfield  

Whitchurch Silk Mill 
11 Apr Viking Weave Jewellery 
Workshop Learn the ancient art of 
"trichinopoly" to create silver-wire 
jewelelry 
17ï18 Apr Two-Day Introduction to 
Weaving A comprehensive workshop led by 
the Millôs own silk weavers 
Longstock Park Water Garden 
(Leckford Estate) 
1 Apr Season Opening Day The world-
renowned water gardens reopen for the 
2026 season 
1ï12 Apr Easter óBunnyô Scavenger Hunt A 
family-friendly trail through the arboretum 
and water gardens 

Karen Bolton 
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Theatres 

Theatre Royal Winchester 
7ï8 Apr The Cat in the Hat: A stage 
adaptation of the classic Dr. Seuss tale 
featuring the iconic feline and his tricks 
10 Apr Dinosaurs Live!: An interactive and 
educational show bringing prehistoric giants 
to the stage 
17ï19 Apr A Squash and a Squeeze: A 
musical adaptation of the book about a little 
old lady and her crowded house 
21ï22 Apr A Midsummer Nightôs Dream: 
Shakespeareôs comedy filled with magic, 
fairies, and romantic chaos 
26 Apr The Remarkable Ben Hart: A mind-
bending experience from the acclaimed 
magician and illusionist 
Chesil Theatre, Winchester 
10ï18 Apr Ladies in Lavender: A gentle 
tale set in 1937, where two sisters discover a 
young man washed ashore 
Plaza Theatre, Romsey 
24 Apr Seriously Collins: A high-energy 
tribute show celebrating the legendary hits 
of Phil Collins and Genesis 
Salisbury Playhouse 
20 Apr Ruby Wax: Absolutely Famous: 
Comedian Ruby Wax brings her raw and 
hilarious insights on fame and life 
27 Aprï2 May The Talented Mr. Ripley: A 
gripping stage adaptation of Patricia 
Highsmithôs psychological thriller 
Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 
29 Aprï17 May Matilda the Musical: 
Inspired by Roald Dahlôs story of a girl with 
a vivid imagination 
Kings Theatre, Portsmouth 
9ï19 Apr Chitty Chitty Bang Bang: 
Thefamily musical featuring the famous 
flying car and memorable songs 
New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth 
9 Apr Xenna as Taylor Swift: A tribute 
performance capturing the eras and hits of 
the global pop superstar 
22 Apr Damien Lewis: SAS Who Dares 
Wins: An evening with the creator of the hit 
series 
30 Apr Dino Tales - Jurassic Rescue: A 
family show where audiences help rescue 

dinosaurs in a prehistoric world 
The Lights, Andover 
9 Apr Teach Rex: An immersive experience 
using life-like dinosaurs to teach children 
about the prehistoric world 
10 Apr The Britpop Show: A musical 
journey through the 90s celebrating the best 
of British indie and pop music 
11 Apr Legends of Motown: Tribute show 
featuring the hits of Marvin Gaye, The 
Supremes, and Stevie Wonder 
17 Apr Solve-Along-A Murder She Wrote: 
Interactive screening and game night 
celebrating the classic TV series 
18 Apr Bon Giovi: A powerhouse tribute to 
the rock anthems and stadium hits of Bon 
Jovi 
23 Apr Duncan Honeybourne: An afternoon 
of classical piano music featuring works 
from renowned compose 
30 Apr Alistair McGowan: 3-in-1: 
Showcases his unique blend of comedy, 
mimicry, and piano playing  
The Arc, Winchester 
23 Apr Ania Magliano: Peach Fuzz: The 
rising comedy star brings her witty stand-up 
show to Winchester 
The Point, Eastleigh 
22ï25 Apr We Will Rock You: A local 
production of the Queen musical set in a 
future where rock music is banned 
24 Apr Quiz and Curry: A social evening at 
the theatre combining a competitive brain-
teaser with a local curry 
The Berry Theatre, Hedge End 
18 Apr Simon Brodkin: Work In Progress: 
The prankster and comedian tests out new 
material for his upcoming tour 

Karen Bolton 
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Village diary for April 2026 

Every Monday           6.00pm    Beavers 
                                   7.30 pm   Badminton 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.15am    WI Walking Group  
                                    9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride   
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm  Needleworkers 
                                      
      

School holidays, Bank Holidays and other events may cause changes. 

16th  Minibus to  
Lymington 
 

10.00am 

21st Computer cafe 10.00am 

21st Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

15th Contemplative 
Prayer  

7.30pm 

15th  Wednesday  
Wanderers 

 

20th  Church Friends 
AGM 

7.00for 
7.30pm 

22nd Somborne Society 7.30 for 
8.00pm 

22nd Womenôs  
Fellowship 

2.30pm 

24th  Community   
Cinema All My 
Sons 

6.45 for   
7.30pm            

1st WI Sisterhood 8.00pm 

7th Computer cafe 10.00am 

7th Pub quiz, The Crown  

7th Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

11th  A Comedy of  
Terrors 

6,30 for 
7.00pm 

13th  Parish Council 7.00pm 

14th  Epworth   Lunch 12.30pm 

8th WI 7.30pm 

9th Community  
Cinema The Choral 
 

7.15 for  
8.00pm 
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District diary for  April  2026 

Markets 
5 Apr Romsey Farmersô Market Local 
produce and seasonal treats at the Alma 
Road car park, 10amï1pm 
5 Apr Petersfield Farmersô Market Award-
winning local food and drink in the historic 
market square, 10amï2pm 
12 Apr Stockbridge Makers Market High-
quality handmade crafts and gifts from local 
artisans in the Town Hall 
12 Apr Winchester Farmersô Market One 
of the UK's largest farmers' markets 
18 Apr Alton Farmersô Market High-
quality local meats, cheeses, and seasonal 
plants at the High Street,  
19 Apr Hamble Valley Producers Market 
Afavorite at Netley Abbey featuring fish, 
cakes, and Hampshire crafts 
25 Apr Spring Artisan & Wellness Fayre 
Gifts, handmade jewellery, and holistic 
products at Romsey Town Hall 
26 Apr Winchester Antiques & Brocante 
Market An eclectic mix of vintage textiles, 
furniture, and curiosities  

North & Central Hampshire 
2-6 Apr Easter Bunny Train Activities and 
steam train rides through the "Watercress" 
countryside  
Until 12 Apr Mapping the Familiar An 
exhibition at City Space, Winchester, 
exploring local geography 
Until 12 Apr South Downs Portraits An 
exhibition at Gilbert Whiteôs House 
showcasing the South Downs  
Until 14 Apr Town & Country: A Journey 
through the Seasons A vibrant art showcase 
at Mottisfont Abbey 
14 Apr Epworth Lunch A community lunch 
at King's Somborne Methodist Church  
19 Apr Chawton House Gardens Open 
Visit the "Great House" once owned by 
Jane Austenôs brother 
24-26 Apr Spring Steam Gala A three-day 
heritage rail extravaganza at The Watercress 
Line  
26 Apr Winchester Farmersô Market A 
second chance in the month to sample the 
best of Hampshireôs produce 

South & Coastal Hampshire 
2 Apr WW2 Walking Tour A guided tour 
departing from Tudor House & Garden the 
Blitz 
19 Apr Hampshire Vegan Festival World 
street food, ethical brands, and talks at St 
Maryôs Stadium, Southampton 
All April King Charles III England Coast 
Path Explore new sections of the world's 
longest managed coastal path All April City 
Reflections An outdoor trail in Southampton 
telling the city's stories through light and 
art. 
West Hampshire (New Forest) 
All April Tall Trees Trail A sensory walk 
through the majestic Douglas firs and 
Redwoods of Blackwater 
Until 12 Apr Disney and Pixar Cars See 
the "stars" of the show at the National 
Motor Museum, Beaulieu 
11-12 Apr Canoe Easter Egg Hunt A 
unique guided paddle along the Beaulieu 
River to hunt for hidden treats 
15 Apr Transport Torques An evening talk 
at the National Motor Museum on the 
history of the RMS Queen Mary 
26 Apr National Drive-It Day A celebration 
of classic cars with a mass gathering of 
historic vehicles at Beaulieu 
Active & Outdoor Hampshire 
5 Apr Bere Mill Garden Open Explore this 
stunning garden in Whitchurch, known for 
its riverside walks  
9 Apr Easter Archery Tournament A 
seasonal archery competition for all skill 
levels with New Forest Activities 
11 Apr UKCE New Forest Classic A major 
cycling event starting from Gang Warily 
11-12 Apr Winchester Bunny Hop A free 
city-wide trail for families 
All April Spring Family Spotter A nature-
themed discovery at the world-renowned Sir 
Harold Hillier Gardens 

Karen Bolton 

 
 



22  

 



 

23 



24  

 



 

25 



26  

 

The Annual General Meeting will  
be held on Monday 20th April 2026 

at 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
in the Parish Church 
Kingôs Somborne 

 
Followed by a short talk 

On the church bells by Micki Nadal 
 

Do come along and support this worthwhile charity 
which helps keep the  

fabric of our Parish Church in working order to enable 
the Church to be available for services, baptisms, 

weddings and funerals,  
here right in the centre of our village 

 
Come and learn of our fundraising events for the coming 

year 
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Local Landmark gets a haircut 

The iconic Yew Tree which is situated 
at the front of the appropriately named 
Yew Tree House in Romsey Road 
adjacent to the Crown Inn has recently 
been smartened up with itôs annual 
prune carried out by a local tree 
surgeon which had been delayed due to 
a change of property ownership . 

 
I pass the tree almost daily and I have 
often wondered about itôs history so 
decided to try and find the answers to 
many of the questions in my head.  I 
was hoping that research would satisfy 
my curiosity but it seems that I may 
have been over optimistic in my 
expectations, however I can share with 
you the information that I have, much 
of which was kindly provided by the 
Somborne Society including the poem 
and archive photos. 
 
The tree, which is now subject to a tree 
preservation order, was planted pre 
1921 validated by a pictorial record 
that the Somborne Society have 
showing the tree, although a reference 

is made to an earlier record of 1906 
that does not seem to appear in the 
archives. The tree in this photo is still 
of a significant size and already pruned 
to shape but in good conditions a young 
Yew tree can easily grow 30cm a year 
which would indicate that the early 
1900ôs is likely to have been the 
planting date which would age the tree 
at well over a hundred years. 
Considering that we have Yew trees in 
the Uk aged at two to three thousand 
Ayears, hopefully this one still has a 
long life ahead! 
 

A village postcard dated 1921 
 

It seems that a villager  planted the tree 
when he was about 10 years old and 
was later cared for by his son, Fred 
Weston, who gave it a twice yearly 
trim.  It is recorded as being a six-tiered 
"cake stand" design surmounted by a 
cross which is how the tree is depicted 
in the Test Valley Tapestry, a pictorial 
record of villages in the area, which 
was crafted between 1983 and 1990. It 
is also noted that there has been a 
seventh layer which is clearly seen on a 
Choir seat tapestry in the church 
crafted in 1996 that was then removed 
in 1997, although there are clearly 
seven layers again.  
 



 

29 

A section of the tapestry showing the tree 

 
There are two suggestions for the 
purpose of the design - one is that the 
seven deadly sins are represented, the 
other that each layer represented a day 
of the week ï ótake your pickô!  
 

A question of Topiary 
 

It was to me, well, just a tree 
A pretty tree thatôs true 

And hardly bigger it, than me, 
But just a tree, en-route to school 

 
The Westonôs planted it, itôs said 
And gave it seven rings 

Though not quite where it is today 
A wedding cake? Or sins? 

 
Neglected in some recent years 
Though not through lack of care 

But simply inability 
And Fred no longer there 

 
Now, spring of 1997 

Restored again, a splendid thing 
With rings that now are only six 
Great pleasure does it bring 

 
But if  in seven rings 

Seven sins were represented 
Which of the sins is banished? 
No more to be repented 

From the postcard dated 1921 it is 
clear that the tree originally stood at 
the front of some thatched buildings, 
which have since been replaced by a 
row of red brick cottages (aptly 
named Cross Cottages) believed to 
have been erected around 1930. It is 
thought that the redevelopment  
necessitated the repositioning of the 
tree to itôs current home. 
 

A picture by a local artist Keith Chapman 
(deceased) 
 

The tree looks especially splendid 
over the Christmas period adorned 
with lights. You may have noticed a 
rope which is coloured green to 
disguise itôs presence towards the rear 
which is to aid the installation of the 
festive decorations. 
 

Julia Bowen 
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The 2026 World Day of Prayer, 
prepared by women in Nigeria, 

focused on the theme "I will give you 
rest" (Matthew 11:28-30). It is a 

global, ecumenical, and women-led 
movement and a service celebrating 

this took place on March 6th, 2026 at 
the Parish Church, Kingôs Somborne. 

 

The theme of the service was "I Will 
Give You Rest: Come," based on 
Matthew 11:28ï30, encouraging 
people to find peace, resilience, and 
solace during hardships of social 
struggles such as poverty. The service 
focused on the experiences of 
Nigerian women, often those who 
were widows facing many challenges 
and highlighted the importance of 
community and faith. 
Kaross was originally used by 
indigenous populations of South 

Africa as functional clothing and 
bedding.  These were often made from 

animal hides, stitched together using 
sinew.  Kaross also refers to a 

contemporary South African 
embroidery, which is hand sewn and 

made into items such as cushion 
covers, bags and placemats, similar to 

the ones pictured below: 

 

           

ΦШ       

Womenõs World Day of 

Prayer 
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Services for the over 50s   

 

Over 50s Minibus Trips 

Booking essential             

Phone   Sue 07891930684 
 

Thursday  April 16th 2026 

  Lymington 
 

 £10.00    Pick up  10.00am   Home for 4.00pm     

Epworth Lunches 
Booking essential  -  Marilyn 389 356  

Tuesday April 8th 
 

*Gammon* Cheese Sauce* 

*New Potatoes*  

  *Cauliflower*   *Peas*  

*Chocolate Gateau* 

*Coffee *  
 

Booking essential  -  Marilyn 389 356  

Sue 07891 930 684  &  Gill 01794 388 831  

Do contact us if you need any support or have anything that is worrying you. 

Blue Badge applications, attendance allowance, pension credit, dementia 
support services etc 
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From the Rural Dean 

This year, Easter falls at the beginning of April (Easter Day ï 5th April).  The 
month will have the contrast of the solemnity of Holy Week with the ópartyô that 
is Easter.   
 
By the time you read this there will be dates set for the Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings when a new selection of people will be elected to serve as 
Churchwardens and be on our Parochial Church Councils (PCCs).  There is also 
the opportunity for people to be voted in as Diocesan Synod Representatives 
(with a place on Deanery Synod and the PCC). 
 
In Romsey Deanery, there is a wide range of ways in which Easter is celebrated 
ï services at all times of the day; some in traditional language, some in modern; 
some indoors, some outdoors; some with chocolate, some without!  Wherever 
and however you choose to celebrate Easter ï do have a great time. 

 

Your Rural Dean, James  
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The Challenge of a 

lifetime  
Which children and families had 
most fun on the third Sunday 
afternoon in March?  Messy Church 
ones! As we approach Easter time, 
our theme of óFacing New 
Challengesô had as its main character 
Jesus. Today we heard the Bible 
story with the Big Parade, Jesus on 
Trial, and the events of Good Friday 
and Easter Day. The Challenge of a 
lifetime indeed!  And we made 
plenty of mess doing crafts, having 
fun, singing and eating tea.   

At the beginning of the story, Jesus 
entered the city riding on a donkey. 
Everyone was very happy, and they 
waved palm branches. They shouted 
ñhoorayò and ñhosannaò and got very 
excited. But it wasnôt long before 
they got fed up being happy and 
started shouting ñcrucify himò, 
instead. They put Jesus on trial for 
his life, and condemned him to death 
on a cross. They all thought that was 
the end. But God thought differently. 
On the third day God raised Jesus up 
from the dead and the risen Jesus 
appeared to his disciples. Death was 
not the winner. The Risen Jesus was 
the winner! 2000 years later, the 
risen Jesus is still the winner.   

We experimented with making palm 
crosses, got sticky fingers making 
chocolate Easter-feaster nests, 
designed and planted Easter gardens, 

played the 
óEaster 
Challengeô 
game, and 
made Easter 
cards and 
prayers with 
stones that 
moved.   
Then we 
watched an 
Easter story 

video involving Lego, sang óBe bold, 
be strong!ô, and brought our prayers 
to God. After that we all gathered 
round the food table for sandwiches, 
and squash. We all love Messy 
Church 
teatimes! Who 
had most fun 
this Sunday? 
We did!! 
 
Our next Messy 
Church will be 
on Sunday 19th April at the Methodist 
Chapel at 3pm. All families are 
welcome! Will we see you then? 
 

Howard 
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REMEMBERING A LOVED ONE ð SPONSOR A LILY 
 
Easter Sunday, 5th April 2026 will soon be with us.   It is the day we 
remember our loved ones who are no longer with us.   The Church will be 
decorated with lilies in remembrance of them and their names displayed  in the 
church on a pillar, to be remembered in prayers.   If you would like to sponsor 
a lily in memory of a loved one, please contact me. 
 
Sponsorship is Ã5.00 per Lily per person remembered.   Enclose the name 
or names of your loved ones you wish remembered and your name as the 
donor, in an envelope and drop through the 
letter box in the Vestry Door inside the parish 
Church or through my letter boxðPollyann 
Monk, Rookley Farm, Up Somborne. 
 
If you do not wish names to be printed but still 
wish to contribute with a donation for silent 
remembrance, please state in your information 
that you do not wish to display their name(s) but 
still indicate who it is from. 
 
Thank you 
Pollyann Monk 
01794 388482 or pollyann@afmonk.co.uk  
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Church Merchandise 
 
The Parish Church has a supply of tea towels 
showing scenes from the Village priced at Ã5 each 
and mugs illustrating the Church and School 
priced at Ã7.50. 

A variety of cards are also available 

The tea towels are always available at the Post 
Office and all items from Louise (389364) or 
Eileen (388107) 

TEST VILLAGES U3A 
 

Thursday 9th April at 2pm in Chilbolton Village Hall 
 
ñNot a drop to Drink? Hampshire water stress ï Rivers, Reservoirs and 

Youò   
a talk by Moya Grove. 

A geographer and teacher by training, Moya was a member of Chilbolton 
Parish Council for 25 years and still volunteers for the village's Open Spaces 

Committee and the Flood Advisory Group.  
She has been a volunteer for the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
Hampshire Branch since 2005 and during that time set up their Water Focus 
Group which continues to monitor water issues for CPRE in Hampshire 

promoting their policy of linking planning and water.  
 

Friday 8th May at 2pm in Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

ñFrom Iraq and Afghanistan to Anguillaò 
a talk by Tim Foy  

 
Doors open at 1.40 pm for the presentation followed by refreshments 

 
New members are very welcome to attend our meetings. 

U3A is a UK-wide network of groups that provides the opportunity to 
socialise and learn for fun. 

 Find out more at: u3a.org.uk, or see the latest on our Test Villages group at: 
testvillages.u3asite.uk 



36  

 

5ǊƻǇ Lƴ 

 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎǳǇǇŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ǇǿƻǊǘƘ IŀƭƭΗ 
9ǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 

όŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘύ 
ŦǊƻƳ млΦолŀƳ ǘƻ мн ƴƻƻƴΦ 

!ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

Come and join TV personality Paul McNeil, as seen on ITV's 'DNA 
Journey', and 'Celebrity Help My House is Haunted,' for a 2-hour Family 
History Stand Up Show.   Paul is a professional genealogist and will be 
sharing his, often humorous, insights into DNA Research, Celebrity 
Anecdotes, and experience in Family History.  A fun and light-hearted 
evening in aid of a serious cause, StockbridgeUkraine, sending aid to the 
frontline in Ukraine.  
 
Doors open 6.30 pm when there will be a paying bar.  Show starts at 7 pm 
and finishes at approximately 9 pm.  There will be a short interval.   You 
can buy tickets here https://buytickets.at/stockbridgeukraine/2094509Ш 

 

https://buytickets.at/stockbridgeukraine/2094509
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Tuesdays 10.00 ð 13.00  

 
Jubilee Room Village Hall  

 
Delicious locally sourced pastries,  

cakes and sausage rolls  

Julian Contemplative Prayer Meetings 
These meetings are for those, from 
any faith or none, who are seeking 
the opportunity to practice silent 
prayer and contemplation in the 
companionship of others.   

The meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 
7.30pm.   The venue is 1 Highfield 
Cottages, off Strawberry Lane, Up 
Somborne.   

If you would like 
to know more, 
please contact 
Jane Duncan on 
01794 388059 or  
07766 811 623.   

All are very 
welcome.   


