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TW Glazing and  

Window Repairs  
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 
Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/
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Parish Church  

Priest in charge:  
Rev Tom Benson                 01794 368335 
tbenson09@aol.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
Pollyann@afmonk.co.uk  

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
Kingôs Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Graham Searle 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editors: Sandie Pepperell 
               Sue Jackson 
               Gill Butler 
               Julia Bowen 

01794 388021 
07891 930684 
01794 388831 
07765 106 854 

Advertising: Sue Byram 07837 305837  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   
Contact: Ian  Bradley            01794 388386 

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Community Responders 
Contact: Sarah Seymour       0783 3300504  

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare Ã3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of Kingõs Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.   Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 
Contact: Duncan Gould        01794 388049 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected w/c 1st and 
15th Dec. 2025, 12th and 26th Jan. 2026  

Household waste 
NB CHECK XMAS AND NEW YEAR 
INFO FROM TVBC 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected w/c 8th and 22nd 
Dec. 2025 [w/c  5th and 19th Jan 2026  

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
w/c 1st, 15th and 29th Dec. 2025 and  w/c 
12th and  26th  Jan. 2026 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 

Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.00pm - 5.00pm at the Methodist 
Church. 
Contacts:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

messychurch@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson, Mary Bradley 
                                                07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Village Directory  
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Scouts 
Beavers Mondays  6.00-7.00pm in the 
Village Hall 
Contact by email: 

11thRomseyScouts@gmail.com  

Services for the over 50õs 
Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               01794 389631 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00amð1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427 

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com 

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Lane         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm  in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Somborne Speedwatch 
Contact:  Nicola Pye             01794 388405 
                                    nicola@yewbank.net 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Womenõs  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Womenõs Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Menõs Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Trina Masham      07852 257596 
 Carol Black  07847 528661 

Village Directory (continued) 

This monthôs cover photo is  by Harvey Saunders  

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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Remembrance 2025 

On Remembrance Sunday 9th 
November a small group of Beavers 
with their banner were joined at the 
War Memorial by representatives of 
the Parish Council and Village 
Organisation.  

The service was led by the Revd. 
Tom Benson, Priest-in-Charge of the 
Braishfield Benefice who is looking 
after us during the present 
interregnum.  He was joined by the 
Circuit Methodist Minister, Revd. 
Peter Rayson, together with  Howard 
Rowe on sound and Sabine Kirby on 
the piano.  

During the service the names of the 
many young men from our 

community who lost their lives in 
both World Wars were read out by 
WO2 Gareth Williamson.  After the 
two minute silence, wreaths were 
placed on the Memorial by 
representatives of the various  

organisations together with many 
family and personal mementos, in 
memory of those who have died in all 
conflicts.  A collection for the RBL 
was held during the final hymn., 
amounting to an overwhelming total 
of  Ã944.02. 

At the conclusion of the service, 
Revd. Tom invited all those present to 
join in the following United Service 
inside the Church.   
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This service was also led by Revd. 
Tom with Revd. Peter  leading the 
prayers, and Guy Boney playing the 
Organ.     During the last hymn, the 
collection  taken outside for the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Fund was 
blessed  with the singing of the 
National Anthem bringing the service 
to an end. 

On Tuesday 11th November our 
school were joined by 80 parents, 
carers and members of the church 
congregation to mark Armistice Day. 

Due to the inclement 
weather forecast, the 
service was  moved to 
inside the church where 
the atmosphere was 
peaceful and reverend.  

Our two minutes silence 
started as the church 
clock rang out 11am and 
we reflected in stillness 
and silence.   

Wreaths were laid by 
Miri and Mabel, the 
eldest and youngest, in 
the school.  The Robin 

Class (years 3 and 
4) had prepared so 
much: a huge 
poppy wreath 
which we placed 
in front of the 
altar, as well as 
large poppy 
flowers whose 
petals contained 
their thoughts and 
poems which they 
stood holding 
during the service. 

They had prepared 
their own prayers 
which were 

beautifully read and the song ñWe 
will Rememberò by Mark and Helen 
Johnson, led us all in singing.   

 It was a very moving and beautiful 
service  of Remembrance lead by the 
School. 

Compiled by Sandie Pepperell and 
Revd. Jane Thompson 
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Poppy appeal at The John of Gaunt 
A year ago on Remembrance Day, Phil, 
landlord of the John of Gaunt Inn, and 

Ian Weary, an ex 
Green-Jacket, made 
a gentlemen's 
agreement that they 

would each grow a 
mullet haircut for a 
year to raise money 
for the Poppy 
Appeal.  In January, the bet was 
extended to include Phil growing a 
mutton chops beard to match Ian's!  
This has appealed to the generosity 
of  the regulars who have donated quiz 
winnings, and turned up in force to 

throw wet sponges at the staff in the 
stocks for Hallowe'en for Ã2 a go!  
Palmers donated 36 pints of beer at a 
reduced rate so the profit could be 
added to the pot, and on Remembrance 
day this year the pub was packed for the 
grand shaving to return Ian and Phil to 
their former glory. This wonderful 
effort has raised Ã1025.75 for the 
Poppy Appeal, and even more 
donations were made into the Poppy 
Appeal tin at the John of 

Gaunt.  Congratulations all round!  

On a wet and windy 31st of October, a 
small group from the Garden Club went 
to Stourhead to enjoy the glorious 
Autumn leaves.  We were so lucky to 
join the public tour of the gardens, 
learning about the history of the Hoare 
family.  No-one else turned up, so we 
had a private, very interesting and 
informative tour.  The foundation of the 
wealth came from a Hoare who was 
apprenticed to a goldsmith; he met rich 
clients and began lending money which 
became the Hoare bank, the only 
private bank still extant in England, 
whose address is the same as when it 
was a goldsmith's.  We then explored 
the gardens on our own and came 
across a very rare specimen of a 
Woollemia, a very pretty fir tree.  The 
garden is enhanced by the central lake 
which reflects the beauty of the trees 

and gives double value, and by the 
temples, the pretty bridge and the 
grotto.  All inspired by a subsequent 
member of the family doing the Grand 
Tour of Europe.  The paths are designed 
to open up wonderful views across the 
lake to the different features.  Despite 
the weather it was a wonderful day.                                     

Sue Jackson 

Kingõs Somborne Garden Club 
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What a fantastic time!  A spooky 
evening of fun and laughter was had at 
the hut formerly known as the Scout 
Hut which accommodated the Free 
Halloween Community Disco.  Thanks 
to the Parish Council allowing the 
venue to be used for free for this 
occasion. 
Dancing by all ages included babies, 
toddlers, and our villageôs very talented 
children.  Even the older ones had a 
twirl to the music supplied freely by 
Jocelyn Barnes, aided by her daughter. 
The hall was decorated with family 
friendly spooky, yet very colourful, 
balloons and posters.  The children 
arrived with their families, noticing the 
prizes and sweet treats displayed on the 
table. 

At 8.30pm the hall went quiet whilst 
Marilyn Foyle judged the four 
categories of spooky fancy dress. 
Further entries were Dr Evil with mini 
me, witches, zombies, and a baby shark. 
Prizes of cupcakes (donated by 
Elizabeth Bakes) for the adults, sweet 
filled skulls, and a soft toy for the 0 to 3 
winner.  A cauldron of sweets was 
passed around for all. 

Later on in the evening an unexpected 
T Rex arrived.  Whilst he appeared to 
be scary no children were eaten at the 
event. 

Some of the attendees were fondly 
reminiscing that they had not been in 
the hut for years and could not believe 
the transformation. 

At the end of the evening balloons were 
given away and many people stayed 
behind to clear up, really appreciating 
the closeness of the recycle area.  A real 
community event all the way! 

Thank you, Rob Draper and his team. 

Gill Wilson 
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Trevor Bailey, Hurdle Maker 
Trevor Bailey is the last 
villager working as a 
hurdle maker, and 
continuing this ancient 
craft and country skill. 
In the 1960s there were 
about 30 hurdle makers 
in the village. 

Trevor had been  a brick 
layer in his early 
working life, but when 
the recession hit in the 
late 80s, he and his 
father were laid off and  
returned to hurdle 
making. 

Trevor remembers his Dad making 
hurdles in the woods and as a child 
Trevor would help as much as he could 
and play in the woods. 

This ancient trade is based on 
coppicing hazel trees, which were 

underplanted in 
oak woods.  The 
oaks were grown 
for ship and 
house building. 
The hazel was 
coppicedï cut 
down to the 
groundðevery 
seven years, so 
made the 
woodland 

profitable in the short as well as the 
long term.  

The hazel sticks were used for wattle 
and daub walls, filling the gaps 
between the oak frame of a house. 
They are still used for making hurdle 
fences, where the thicker sticks are 
used for uprights and the thinner ones 

woven in and out to 
make a sturdy fence. 

Trevor makes spars, 
sharpened at the ends, 
for thatchers.  The 
hazel sticks are 
quartered lengthways, 
so the thatcher can 
twist them in the 
middle to make a V 
shaped pin to hold the 
straw in place. 

Another product are 
ófaggotsô; bundles of 
around 30 sticks tied 
together and used by 

river-keepers to reinforce the bank, or 
narrow or divert a stream. 

Hazel sticks 
are also used 
for laying 
hedges, 
thicker 
sticks for 
uprights and 
thinner ones 
for weaving  above the newly cut 
hedge. 

Trevor reckons the hazel trees in the 
woods where he is working at the 
moment are about 500 years old!  The 
coppicing constantly renews the tree as 
there is no trunk, only the new 
branches growing every 7 years.  

If you would like a hurdle fence for 
your garden, contact Trevor on 01794 
388 007 in the evenings as he is in the 
woods during the day. 

Trevor Bailey  

was talking to Sue Jackson 
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Situation vacant: 

Advertising Manager 
¢ƘŜ DŀǳƴǘƭŜǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  Lǘ 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ όǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ŜǘŎύ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ 
ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  {ƻ - ƴƻ 
ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ DŀǳƴǘƭŜǘΗ 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƾƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ōȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘΩΦ  Lǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǝŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƴŜǿǎ ŜǘŎΦ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ƪƴƻǿǎ ΨǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΩΦ 

hǳǊ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǝǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƾƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  {ƻ - ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ƨƻō Ŝƴǘŀƛƭǎ ƭƛŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŜƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎΣ 
ƛƴǾƛǝƴƎ όŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘƛƴƎύ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǳǎΣ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ΨȅŜŀǊΩ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ   

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ-ōŀǎŜŘ 
ŎƻƳǇǳǝƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΦ  tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨȅŜŀǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨȅŜŀǊΩΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōȅ ƭƛŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǝƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎȅŎƭŜΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦǳƭŬƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƾƭŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ {ǳŜ .ȅǊŀƳ ƻƴ лтуот олр уот ƻǊ ŀǘ ǎǳōȅǊŀƳϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳΦ 
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 Parish Council  Notes   November 2025 

Hut 
The PC has received the good news that 
we have been awarded a grant from 
TVBC Community Asset fund to 
upgrade the windows to improve 
thermal efficiency.  This work should 
be carried out in the near future. 

The PC has approved a hiring charge of 
Ã6 per hour for use of the hall by the 
community. This will be monitored 
over time against the incurred 
overheads. 

Discussion is in progress with TVBC in 
relation to council tax.  

Community Asset Survey 
The survey is now live and at the time 
of writing 84 individuals have 
completed it.  

The results of the survey are necessary 
to evaluate and determine if there is a 
viable business case for the asset in 
question. Large scale investments such 
as the shop and the Crown would not be 
possible without a community group 
taking them on, albeit with PC backing 
and some financial support. Such 
support is likely only to be available by 
utilising funds from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy which is controlled 
by TVBC and must be utilised five 
years. Development can potentially 
release significant sums in the near 
future but certainly not enough for the 
PC to purchase and run these big 
important big-ticket items. The survey 
is part of an information gathering 
exercise which will assist the PC. 
Councillors have already had meetings 
with other PCs and the charity Plunkett 
to see how other councils have ensured 
village assets are preserved.  This is 
another piece in a complicated jig-saw 

puzzle. Going forward we would like a 
response from the majority of 
households so we are currently a long 
way short of the goal.  

Traffic  
Hampshire highways are still working 
up the detailed infrastructure and costs 
of the 20 mph scheme.  

Grants 
Grants have been approved to the KS 
Football Club towards running a 
fundraising match on the 28th 
December and to the Somborne 
Community Cinema to support the 
Monday Matinees. 

Parish Council 
Parish Councillors recently thanked the 
clerk for her work over the past year 
which has been appreciated by all 
councillors. We are extremely fortunate 
to have a clerk who lives in the village 
and takes such an interest in it. 

The clerk administrates the wishes of 
the council and keeps the financial 
records as well as ensuring that we 
comply with the law. She is not there 
for parishioners to bark and complain 
at.  Recently she has been accosted in a 
rather unsavoury manner which is not 
part of her job description. So, if you 
have an issue, please come to the next 
PC meeting where you can air your 
grievance in a civilised manner. 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday the 13th of December at 
Epworth Hall. Parishioners are 
welcome to attend and bring to the 
attention of the council any matter of 
concern.  

Graham Searle 

Chair Kingôs Somborne Parish Council 
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Upcoming at 

Somborne Sessions! 
Itôs that time of year again when 
Christmas rolls into New Year and the 
publication schedule of The Gauntlet 
gives us the chance to tell you about not 
one but two upcoming gigs in the 
current season of Somborne Sessions 
(the last of 2025 in December and the 
first of 2026 in February). 

Saturday 13th December 
2025 sees the very 
welcome appearance of 
Katy Hurt and Band on the 
Village Hall stage.  Katy is 
one of those rare musical 
talents- she both writes and 
performs songs with equal 
impact.  Inspired by such 
artists as Sheryl Crow, The 
Eagles and Patsy Cline, 
Katy has maintained a 
rigorous touring schedule and has 
received numerous accolades along the 
way.  She has opened for Liam 
Gallagher and the Bellamy Brothers, 
among others, as well as performing 
countless shows in headline tours, 
including international dates in Canada, 
the US and the Caribbean.  Her songs, 
óSounds Good in a Barô and óWish I 
Could Give You Upô 
both soared to Number 
1 in the UK iTunes 
charts and her album, 
óUnfinished Businessô 
has been widely 
praised. 

On Sunday 8th 
February 2026 (please 
note this gig is on a 
Sunday), we are 
delighted to be hosting 
Over the Moon, a Juno-

nominated 
Canadian 
treasure.  The 
duo of Craig 
Bignell and Suzanne Levesque hail 
from the tiny village of Longview, 
Alberta.  They have delighted audiences 

both in Canada and beyond 
with their fantastic 
harmonies and great 
arrangements, interspersing 
the music with tongue-in-
cheek stories of the coupleôs 
lives in Longview 
(population 297).. 
Americana UK magazine 
described their latest album, 
óChinook Waltzô as 
óengaging, soothing and 
impressiveô.  With just five 

confirmed dates on the UK leg of their 
latest tour, you canôt miss this chance to 
catch a slice of Canadian musical 
magic. 

Tickets for both Katy Hurt and Band 
and Over the Moon are priced at Ã16 
each in advance from 
www.ticketsource.com/
sombornesessions  Or Ã18 on the day of 

performance (subject to 
availability). 

Doors open at the 
Village Hall on both 
evenings at 7.30pm for 
8pm.  And at the risk 
of sounding boring, 
another reminder that 
Over the Moon 
unusually (for the 
Sessions) play on a 
Sunday. 

http://www.ticketsource.com/sombornesessions
http://www.ticketsource.com/sombornesessions
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Somborne and District 

Society 
Another wet winter in the Sombornes is 
now upon us.  I hope you are looking 
forward to some cosy nights in front of 
the fire, an ideal opportunity to catch up 
on the Somborne Society publications 
and newsletters. 

Our October talk from Alison Wilcox 
examined The Experience of 
Conscientious Objectors [COs] in 
Hampshire during the First World 
War.  COs typically held very 
strong religious beliefs that 
prevented them from directly, or 
indirectly, killing other humans. 
The talk covered the exemption 
tribunals, imprisonment, and 
compromises they experienced.  

On Remembrance Sunday I had 
the honour of laying a wreath on 
behalf of the society to remember 
and acknowledge those that made 
the ultimate sacrifice in defence of 
our current freedoms.  I would like 
to thank Sandie Pepperell for 
organising the village wreaths. 

Coming up on the 12th of December we 
have our annual membersô Christmas 
dinner, this time at The Grey Hound, 
Broughton.  Thank you again to John 
Green for organising the event on 
behalf of the society. 

Our next talk is on Wednesday the 28th 
of January in the Village Hall, 7:30pm 
for an 8pm start.  Patricia Silver-
Warner invites you to óCome for teaô. 
In Jane Austenôs time this was an 
invitation to an evening of 
entertainment, accompanied by 
refreshments, rather than an early 
evening meal.  Although developing 
from this Regency British tradition, 225 

years later, the early evening meal we 
call teatime would be unrecognisable to 
Jane Austenôs friends and family.  This 
talk explores the history of Regency 
óteatimeô, including what was eaten, 
how these dishes were prepared, and 
offers examples of food to try. 

Our February talk by Emeritus 
Professor Tom James concerns the 
devastating Black Death in 
Hampshire around 1348-9.  Fragments 
of pre-plague architecture survive in 
King's Somborne church.  However, all 
was not gloom and doom!  So, on that 
note I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a healthy and happy New Year. 

Steve Silver-Warner (Chair) 
somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk  

mailto:somsoc@silver-warner.co.uk
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There was a very good 
turnout at the Church on 
the afternoon of Sunday 
26th October for the talk 
organised by the Friends. 
We were greeted by a glass 
of wine and The Right 
Honourable Caroline 
Nokes MP was mingling 
with the crowds. 

The talk was ably 
introduced by the new chair 
of the Friends, Sabrina 
Mercer, and quickly 
followed by Carolineôs 
talk.  During her introduction Caroline 
made it clear that as Deputy Speaker of 
the House of Commons she had to 
remain neutral, and she did quite well at 
this throughout her talk, which was 
both amusing and informative.  
Caroline noted at the beginning that in 
her experience the number of questions 
decreased with audience age and 
invited us to find our inner primary 
school child during the post talk 
question time. 

Caroline explained the process of 
becoming Deputy Speaker and the need 
to be prepared to speak up, challenge 
MPs, and be seen as fair to all sides.  
During the talk we heard about the 
difficulties of managing new recruits to 
parliament, of which there are many 
this time, who become MPs without a 
knowledge of the way parliament works 
or of the many rules.  This included the 
difficulty of policing the dress code that 
forbids denim!  We were told about the 
complex rules applied when 

determining the order for speaking in 
debates.  We also heard about how 
cross-party cooperation exists in 
committees, even though we are more 
used to seeing inter-party conflict in 
televised debates. 

 At the end of the talk there was plenty 
of time for questions, and the 
significant number posed suggested that 
the audience had at least found their 
inner teenagers if not their inner 
primary children, including the 
occasional slightly rebellious inner 
teenager. 

After the questions and answers there 
was wine and nibbles.  Despite having a 
chicken to roast at home Caroline 
stayed to continue individual 
discussions.  Many thanks to the 
Friends for organising a highly 
interesting afternoon and to Caroline 
Nokes for her time. 

Mark Wilson  

Autumn talk ôA View from the Chairõ 
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Resilience, along with the planning 
associated with it, is poised to play an 
ever more crucial role in our daily lives.  
It is essential that each of us recognises 
the importance of individual 
preparation, as personal readiness is just 
as vital as any community-wide plan.  
While Kingôs Somborne benefits from a 
comprehensive resilience plan, 
ultimately, responsibility for personal 
safety during hazardous events rests 
with each resident. 

This consideration leads to several key 
questions: what is meant by resilience 
in this context?  What specific plans 
does our local community have in place 
to address emergencies?  And most 
importantly, what practical steps can 
each of us take to reduce the potential 
impact on ourselves and our 
households? 

Resilience is the process through which 
we can counter or mitigate hazardous 
conditions such as flooding, a major 
fire, a serious accident or any other 
incident that is potentially dangerous to 
the public within the Kingôs Somborne 
area.  Whilst the scene of any incident 
will have varying degrees of impact on 
those people immediately affected, the 
effect is likely, with two exceptions, to 
be localised rather than village-wide, 
which means that recovery will be 
relatively manageable with the 
emergency services and local 
authorities heavily involved in the 
immediate response. 

There are two notable exceptions when 
considering the potential impact of 
hazardous incidents: a total power 
outage and a complete mobile 
communications failure lasting more 
than 24 hours.  Such situations could 

present a far more complex challenge 
and are likely to affect every resident in 
the village.  The consequences of an 
extensive power outage could be severe 
and far-reaching. 

Disruption of essential services: 
communications, logistics, water 
supplies, and transportation 
systems may be interrupted, 
making it difficult to coordinate 
responses and access necessary 
resources. 

Closure of businesses and services: 
retail stores, grocery outlets, petrol 
stations, ATMs, banks, and other 
critical services may be forced to 
close, leaving residents without 
access to supplies, fuel, and 
financial services. 

Food and water safety risks: 
prolonged outages can result in 
food spoilage due to lack of 
refrigeration and the potential for 
water contamination, increasing 
health risks for the community. 

Medical vulnerabilities: individuals 
who rely on electrically powered 
medical devices may be unable to 
use them, which could pose 
significant health risks.  Storage of 
medicines at a specific temperature 
could also be problematic. 

There are real-world examples that 
illustrate the seriousness of such events.  
For instance, London Heathrow 
experienced a 24-hour power loss in 
March, and Spain and Portugal suffered 
significant outages in April of this year, 
both resulting in widespread disruption.  
While no foul play was reported in 
either incident, these occurrences 
highlight the increasing risk posed by 
potential sabotage and cyber-attacks. 

Resilience planning 
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As a result, it is important to recognise 
that everyone in the community could 
be affected and should be prepared for 
these possibilities. 

Kingôs Somborne has a comprehensive 
resilience plan which can be viewed on 
the Kingôs Somborne website Microsoft 
Word - KS Emergency Resilience Plan 
Adopted Dec 2024 and hard copies are 
available at the Cross Stores, The 
Crown, the Church and the WI.  I urge 
you to take time to read it, and, 
especially Part 3 which provides a 
comprehensive list covering individual 
preparation for an emergency, what to 
do in the event of one, initial actions by 
those involved or affected by an 
incident, evacuation of your home and 
several other important points. 

In addition to the comprehensive 
preparation list in the resilience plan 
there are several factors to emphasize 
and draw your attention to: 

Preparing for a power outage 
Keep a stock of torches, candles 
and batteries.  Determine whether 
your home phone and/or mobile 
will work in a power outage and 
how long the battery will last.   
Have a battery powered radio that 
can receive FM. 

Medical needs 
If you have any medical devices 
powered by electricity and/or 
refrigerated medicines, itôs worth 
talking to your doctor about what to do 
in the event of a prolonged power 
outage.  Find out how long medication 
can be stored at higher temperatures 
and get specific guidance for any 
medications that are critical for life. 

Using appliances during power 
outages 
Be careful of carbon monoxide 
poisoning if using generators, camp 

stoves or barbeques by using them 
outdoors and at least 20 feet away 
from windows.  Never use a gas 
stovetop or oven to heat your home.   
Turn off or disconnect appliances, 
equipment, or electronics.  Power 
may return with momentary surges 
or spikes that can cause damage. 

Food storage 
Have enough nonperishable food, 
such as tinned food, and 
water. Keep freezers and 
refrigerators closed.  The 
refrigerator will keep food cold for 
about four hours.  A full freezer will 
keep the temperature for about 48 
hours.  Throw out any food that has 
an unusual smell, colour or texture. 

Money 
Cash is king!  In the event of a 
prolonged power outage or wide-
spread internet failure card 
machines and ATMs will not work 
and cash will be the only means of 
buying anything. 

The successful implementation of the 
plan will depend greatly on the active 
participation of the entire community.   
It is especially important for everyone 
to remain mindful of individuals in the 
area who may be particularly 
vulnerable and require additional 
assistance during challenging times. 

While our village is fortunate to have a 
dedicated group of volunteers and local 
organizations ready to offer support, it 
is essential to remember that the 
responsibility ultimately rests with all 
of us.  By working together and looking 
out for one another, we can ensure that 
everyone receives the help they need. 

Richard Peck 
07967 191466 

https://kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Ks-Emergency-Resillience-Plan-Dec-24-PDF.pdf
https://kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Ks-Emergency-Resillience-Plan-Dec-24-PDF.pdf
https://kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Ks-Emergency-Resillience-Plan-Dec-24-PDF.pdf
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Community Football Match ï 
Sunday 28th December 

The club is organising a community 
event at the field and in the Jubilee 
Room at the hall.  The main event 
being a Men v Ladies match, but also 
the revival of our Christmas Raffle, a 
full range of refreshments with BBQ, 
Cakes and Bar.  We are also organising 
some free childrenôs football activities 
and games, including a bouncy castle 
(weather permitting), so bring the 
whole family for an afternoon of village 
entertainment.  

If youôd like to play in the game, kick 
off 12.00 noon please contact Heidi 
at KSFC1903@Gmail.com.  Ã5 player 
entry fee, to include a free drink.  No 
registration necessary for childrenôs 
activities, just come along.  This will be 
our main fundraising event of the year, 
and we hope to make this a regular 
event. 

 The season so far 

 The team has had a 
great start to the season, 
at the time of writing 
undefeated and sitting 
2nd in the Andover Sunday League 
Division 2.  We have a healthy squad 
and goals are being shared around the 
team.  Highlights have included two 
wins away at Shipton Bellinger 6-2 and 
8-2, (one in the cup); 8-3 win at home 
to The Bell Inn, and two very 
competitive draws 4-4 away and 2-2 at 
home with top of the table rivals 
Wherwell. 

Our big fixture in December is Sunday 
14th home vs. AMC, who are top of the 
table at present.  Kick off 10.30 ï all 
support welcome. 

 Andy Gannaway 
KSFC 

Sponsored 

by www.traditionalbrickwork.com  

Kingõs Somborne Football Club 

https://forms.gle/efc2KZ2uknKi9k4i8 

mailto:KSFC1903@Gmail.com
http://www.traditionalbrickwork.com/
https://forms.gle/efc2KZ2uknKi9k4i8
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Somborne Sisterhood 

What a great way to spend a dark 
Autumnal evening!  14 of us produced 
a supper for kings or queens!  Jacket 
potatoes, sausage rolls, mini quiche, 
parkin, ginger biscuits and more, 
washed down with mulled wine.  Much 
chat and laughs and a VERY difficult 
Bonfire night quiz set by Natalie.  All 
in all, great fun!   

Eight Sisterhood 
members met 
seven members of Awbridge WI for a 
friendly skittles competition but, boy, 
weren't they competitive!  They 
slaughtered us for the main game, but 
then we played 'Killer'.  Basically,  we 
had three lives. We 
won!  Congratulations to Debbie, the 
outright winner, but also outstanding 
play by 'one pin Mandy' who always 
had just one skittle to knock down!  A 
great evening! 

Our December meeting is a Christmas 
Craft session for members only and we 
shall be collecting donations for the 
Romsey Food Bank and their Christmas 
hampers. 

For more details on the 
Sisterhood,  contact  
sombornesisterhood@gmail.com  

Rebecca Rickard 

mailto:sombornesisterhood@gmail.com
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On Saturday 15th November allotment 
holders gathered at the allotments to 
celebrate the success of the new siteôs 
first year. 

In terms of growing seasons, this has 
been one of the most productive years 
remembered on the allotments (the 
endless summer sun definitely helped 
on that front) and everyone is delighted 
at how quickly this little community 
has sprung up within the village. 

The weather was kinder than it had 
been for the summer BBQ and it was a 
lovely evening with a bonfire (which 
quickly consumed the bulkier organic 
waste which had built up on the site 
over the year), sparklers, BBQôed hot 
dogs, home made soups and cakes. 

There are a small number of full and 
half plots available for next year.  If 
you are interested in having a look at 
the site or renting an allotment please 
contact susieupfield@btinternet.com. 

Not long until we will be purchasing 
next yearôs seeds! 

Lorna Browne 
 

Allotment Holders Celebrate a Year 

Footpath Walk  3½ miles (5¾ km) 1½  hours 
Sunday 28 December 2:00 pm Kingõs Somborne Village Hall 
  
We start by heading across Palace Field and along the 
bridleway that heads south-west (Path 505).  On 
reaching Romsey Road we cross the road and follow the 
Roman road to Horsebridge and onto the Test Way.  Then it is 
north along the Test Way and back to the village via the 
Clarendon Way and Cow Drove Hill. 
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zĊĂÍĊęăØ .ĊĂĂĦăëĢĻ .ëăØĂÁ aØĵĝ 
KĂ À ÍçÀĂâ× ġĉ ġç× `ĉĂÓÀĹ `ÀġêĂ×× ŅûāĜ ĳçêÍç çÀĲ× ĘĥĂ êĂ ĕĘ×ĲêĉĥĜ 
Ĺ×ÀĘĜ ġç× zĉāÌĉĘĂ× .ĉāāĥĂêġĹ .êĂ×āÀ çÀĜ ĜêâĂ×Ó ĥĕ ġĉ ƇaÀġêĉĂÀû 
~ç×ÀġĘ× ZêĲ×ƈū  zĥĕĕĉĘġ×Ó ÌĹ ~×Ĝġ ®Àûû×Ĺ -ĉĘĉĥâç .ĉĥĂÍêû ÀĂÓ XêĂâƊĜ 
zĉāÌĉĘĂ× sÀĘêĜç .ĉĥĂÍêû ĳ× ĳêûû Ì× ĜÍĘ××ĂêĂâ Ĝĕ×ÍêÀû ×Ĳ×ĂġĜ 
ġçĘĉĥâçĉĥġ őŏőŕŬ Ìĉġç āÀġêĂ××Ĝ ÀĂÓ ×Ĳ×ĂêĂâĜŬ øêÍøêĂâ ĉł ĳêġç 
ƇHÀāû×ġƈ ĉĂ `ĉĂÓÀĹ őŕġç VÀĂĥÀĘĹū 
X××ĕ ÀĂ ×Ĺ× ĉĂ ġç× ĲêûûÀâ× ĂĉġêÍ×ÌĉÀĘÓĜŬ ÍêĂ×āÀ ĳ×ÌĜêġ× ÀĂÓ Ƈ~ç× 
CÀĥĂġû×ġƈ áĉĘ Ó×ġÀêûĜ ĉá Àûû ĉĥĘ ŅûāĜ ÀĂÓ a~ ZêĲ× ×Ĳ×ĂġĜū 
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Whatõs on in December 2025 and  

January 2026 

WINCHESTER SCIENCE CENTRE 

5th Dec ï Home Educator Day ï 
Soundscape Studio Workshop 

6 ï 23 Dec ï Dec Cosmic Christmas - 
Blast off on a live-action festive space 
adventure in the Planetarium, meet 
Santa, and enjoy magical effects and a 
special gift. 

12th Dec ï Shared Christmas Parties 

16th Jan ï Home Educator Day ï 
Science of Me Workshop 

ANDOVER MUSEUM & MUSEUM 
OF THE IRON AGE 

Family Craft Days & Workshops 
Drop-in activities and bookable 
sessions for all ages, plus dressing-up 
corners and fun activity sheets. 

Local History Exhibits Explore 
Andoverôs story from Neolithic times 
to the 20th century, including the 
infamous workhouse scandal and 
Weyhill Fair. 

WINCHESTER CITY MILL 

20th Nov ï 4th Jan A Gingerbread 
Christmas ï The historic mill 
transforms into a festive wonderland 
with decorated trees, garlands, and 
gingerbread-themed surprises. Donôt 
miss the spiced cake with toffee sauce 
in the caf®. 

29th Nov ï 6 Dec ï Turn the Quern! ï 
Hands-on milling demos for familiesð
learn how flour is made the old-
fashioned way. 

 

HAWK CONSERVANCY TRUST, 
ANDOVER 

4th Dec ï Artist in Residence 
Anniversary Exhibition ï Free evening 
of drinks and canapes.  

6th, 7th, 12th, 13th Dec ï Owls by 
Moonlight at Christmas ï Magical 
evening displays with flying owls and 
festive storytelling. 

19th, 20th,21st, 22nd Dec ï Christmas 
Carols and Owls ï Sing along with 
Christmas carols under the night sky as 
you watch the beautiful owls in flight. 

MARWELL ZOO 

28th Nov ï 3rd Jan ï Glow Marwell ï A 
dazzling light trail through the zoo after 
dark, plus daytime access to rare and 
endangered animals. 

28th Nov ï 24th Dec ï Christmas at 
Marwell Hall ï Meet Santa, make 
decorations, and enjoy festive 
storytelling in a magical grotto 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 

13th Dec ï Christmas Concert: A 
Festival of Choirs ï An evening of 
glorious Christmas music 

15th Dec ï London Concertante: 
Christmas at the Movies ï A festive 
concert featuring music from beloved 
holiday films. 

24th Jan ï Be a Girl Chorister Open 
Day ï For girls in Years 5-7 curious 
about joining the world-class choir 

Karen Bolton 
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Theatres 

THEATRE ROYAL WINCHESTER 
9 Dec ï Itôs Snowtime  The Spitfire 
Sisters ï Vintage vocals,seasonal swing. 
10 Dec ï Love Actually screening ï In 
aid of Naomi House & Jacksplace. 
15ï17 Dec ï Jingle Bell Sing! & 
Midwinter Revels ï Carols/winter tales. 
22 Dec ï Santaôs Christmas Party ï 
Family fun with a jolly visitor. 
8 Jan ï NT Live: The Fifth Step ï A 
gripping new drama on the big screen. 
9ï10 Jan ï Oh What a Night! ï Frankie 
Valli & The Four Seasons tribute. 
11 Jan ï Beyond the Barricade ï West 
End hits from Les Mis to Phantom. 
13 Jan ï Janet Street-Porter: Off the 
Leash ï Expect opinions. Lots of them. 
14ï18 Jan ïTributes Galore! ï Beatles, 
Elvis, Coldplay, Michael Jackson. 
19 Jan ï La traviata ï A night at the 
opera. 
20 Jan ï Ben & Tom Waters ï Boogie, 
blues & rock ónô roll. 
21ï22 Jan ï Scummy Mummies: Hot 
Mess ï Comedy gold for grown-ups. 
23 Jan ï Totally Blondie ï Call Me 
nostalgic. 
27 Jan ï The Psychology of Serial 
Killers ï Chilling, but fascinating. 
28 Jan ï My Life with Kenneth 
Williams ï A tribute to a comedy 
legend. 
30 Jan ï Parody of the Rings ï 
Hobbits, hilarity, and second breakfasts. 
31 Jan ï The Searchers & The Hollies 
Experience ï 60s sounds, live on stage. 
PLAZA THEATRE, ROMSEY 
2ï6 Dec ï Itôs a Wonderful Life ï A 
heartwarming stage version of the 
beloved film. 
8ï10 Dec ï Michelmersh Silver Band 
Christmas Show ï Brass, baubles and 
cheer. 
9ï25 Jan ï The Sleeping Beauty 
(Panto) ïA relaxed performance 11 Jan. 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE 
29 Nov ï 11 Jan ï Jack and the 
Beanstalk (Panto) ï A giant adventure 
with pop songs galore. 
24 Jan ï A Tribute to The Carpenters ï 
Close to you, and close to home. 
27 Jan ï Omid Djalili: Namaste ï Big 
laughs from a comedy heavyweight. 
29 Jan ï The Magic of Motown ï 
Sequins, soul, and serious groove. 
30 Jan ï Judi Love: All About the Love 
ï Stand-up with heart. 
31 Jan ï Crooners ï Swinging tunes 
and Rat Pack charm. 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
2ï6 Dec ï SIX ï The Musical ï Henry 
VIIIôs wives, reimagined as pop 
queens. 
5ï24 Dec ï Counting Down to 
Christmas ï A festive treat for little 
ones. 
13 Dec ï 4 Jan ï Peter Pan ï A 
swashbuckling panto adventure. 
21ï31 Dec ï A Christmas Carol ï 
Ghosts, redemption, and a grumpy 
Scrooge. 
6ï10 Jan ï Friends! The Musical 
Parody ï Could this BE any funnier? 
13ï17 Jan ï Dear England ï James 
Grahamôs acclaimed football drama. 
21ï24 Jan ï Sweeney Todd ï The 
Demon Barber returns. 
27 Jan ï 7 Feb ï Miss Saigon ï Epic, 
emotional, and unmissable. 
29ï31 Jan ï Sherlock Holmes: The 
Hunt for Moriarty ï A mystery to sink 
your teeth into. 
CHESIL THEATRE, 
WINCHESTER 
16ï24 Jan ï The Judas Kiss ï David 
Hareôs powerful drama on Oscar 
Wildeôs downfall. 

Karen Bolton 
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Village diary for December 2025 

13th  Somborne Sessions 
Katy Hurt & Band 

7.30 for 
8.00pm 

16th  Computer cafe 10.00am 

16th  Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

17th Carol singing around 
the village 

7.00pm 

16th  Contemplative Prayer  7.30pm 

20th  Soup & Sherry 12.30pm 

25th  Christmas Day  

28th  Community Football 
Match 

12.00 noon 

28th  Footpath walk 
See page 19 

2.00pm 

30th  Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

Every Monday           9.30 WI Walking Group  
                                   6.00pm    Beavers 
                                   7.30 pm   Badminton 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride   
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm  Needleworkers 
                                      
      

School holidays, Bank Holidays and other events may cause changes. 

2nd Computer cafe 10.00am 

2nd Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

3rd WI Sisterhood 8.00pm 

6th Soup & Sherry 12.30pm 

8th Parish Council 7.00pm 

9th Epworth   Lunch 12.30pm 

10th  WI 7.30pm 

11th  Community  
Cinema  
Naked Gun 

7.15 for  
8.00pm 
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Village diary for January 2026 

15th  Over 50s Minibus Trip 11.30am 

20th  Computer cafe 10.00am 

21st Contemplative Prayer  7.30pm 

24th  Soup & Sherry 12.30pm 

25th  Footpath walk 
See page 30 

2.00pm 

26th  Community Cinemað
National Theatre Live 
Hamlet 

1.30 for 
2.15pm 

27th  Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

28th  Somborne Society 8.00pm 

28th  Womenôs Fellowship 2.30pm 

Every Monday           9.30 WI Walking Group  
                                   6.00pm    Beavers 
                                   7.30 pm   Badminton 
 

Every Tuesday 10.30am Drop in coffee  (except the second Tuesday)     
                                  10.00am    Somborne Cafe  
   7.45pm Somborne Singers   
 

Every Wednesday   9.30am Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Dial-a-ride   
    

Every Thursday   2.00pm  Needleworkers 
                                      
      

School holidays, Bank Holidays and other events may cause changes. 

7th WI Sisterhood 8.00pm 

8th Community 
Cinema  
Thelma 

7.15 for  
8.00pm 

6th Computer cafe 10.00am 

10th  Soup & Sherry 12.30pm 

12th  Parish Council 7.00pm 

13th  

 

Epworth   Lunch 12.30pm 

13th  Short Mat Bowls 2.00pm 

14th  WI 7.30pm 
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District diary for December 2025 

Winchester Farmersô Market Sunday 
14th December and Sunday 11th and 25th 
January.  One of the UKôs largest, with 
over 80 stalls of Hampshire produce.  

Romsey Farmersô Market Sunday 7th 
and 21st December.  Local meats, 
cheeses, baked goods, and crafts. 

Stockbridge Market Every Thursday. 
A smaller but charming market with 
fresh produce, flowers, and artisan 
treats. 

Winchester Cathedral   Celebration 
of Christmas in aid of the Hampshire 
Medical Fund 12th Decemberï 7.30pm 
Christmas Market 21st November ï 
22nd December. Wooden chalets, mulled 
wine, and artisan gifts in a stunning 
cathedral setting 
Christmas on the Square 21st 
November ï 31st December. Guildhall 
Square becomes a festive hub with 
stalls, music, and a snow globe bar 

Steam Illuminations ï Watercress 
Line, Alresford 28 Nov 2025 ï 4th  
Jan 2026 Heritage steam trains decked 
out in LED lights with onboard 
karaoke, DJ mixes, and interactive 
wristbands. A festive favourite for 
families and train lovers 

Light Up ï Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens, Romsey 27th Nov 2025 ï 3rd 
Jan 2026 A magical trail through 
illuminated gardens with fire jugglers, 
aerial artists, and larger-than-life 
characters. The theme this year is 
ñChristmas Wonderlandò 

The Longdown Farm Christmas 
Barn ï Ashurst, near Romsey 6th & 
7th Dec, then daily from 12th ï 23rd Dec. 
Farming fun and meet Father 
Christmas. 

St Thomasôs Christmas Tree Festival, 
Salisbury ï 2nd Dec ï 7th Dec.  Over 
100 decorated trees, nativity scenes, 
and community choirs in a 
heartwarming display. 

Romsey YFC Tractor Run ï Sunday 
28th Dec A splash of colour and 
community spirit between Christmas 
and New Year. 

The Arc Winchester 22nd December.  
Itôs Christmas! Build and decorate a 
wooden Rudolph. For children ages 6 
and up, itôs time to bring a Reindeer 
friend to life. 

Sir Harold Hillier Gardens Dec ï 4th 
Jan Open from 9.30am to 4pm (closed 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day) After 
5th Jan open from 10am to 5pm.  
Wander through world-renowned plant 
collections, join a guided walk, or 
explore the childrenôs trails.  

Rooksbury Mill Local Nature 
Reserve, Andover Open daily.  Free 
entry A peaceful spot for winter walks, 
birdwatching, and photography. 

Parkrun ï Winchester, Andover, 
Salisbury & Romsey Every Saturday 
at 9am Free, timed 5K runs for all ages 
and abilities. Great community vibe and 
post-run coffee! 

Stockbridge Cinema 
3rd December 5.30pm and 7.30pm  
Van Gogh: Poets & Lovers (12A)  
10th December 4.45pm and 7.30pm  
The Salt Path (12A)  
16th January 7.30pm 
La Traviata (12A) 
23rd January 5.00pm and 7.30pm 
The Roses (15) 

Karen Bolton 
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Kingõs Somborne 

Womenõs Institute 
On Wednesday 12th November, King's 
Somborne WI held an open meeting: 
men were welcome too!  Sue Jackson 
and Janet Ingleson gave two very 
different talks about their experiences 
of Africa. 

Sue and husband Roger worked in 
Somalia to help establish a sugar 
plantation and factory.  The 
environment was much hotter and drier 
than Kenya where they had lived for the 
previous five years.  Food was scarce in 
Somalia as it had to be shipped in every 
three months from the UK, the only 
local produce being tomatoes and 
pumpkins.  The site was more remote 
than the Kenyan Estate meaning they 
spent much of their time in the 
compound.  With ingenuity they and 
the other families 
managed some normality 
by staging pantomimes 
and drinks/dinner parties.  
After three years they 
returned to Kingôs 
Somborne to educate 
their young family.   

After refreshments, Janet 
told how she and husband 
John took two trips to 
Kenya, travelling 
between Mombasa and 
Nairobi by car.  They 
visited the families of 
Kim and Karuri, two 
Kenyan students they got 
to know through their 
church in Winchester.   

The menôs families 
treated John and Janet as 
honoured guests.  This 

involved 
killing a 
goat and 
digging a 
fresh ñtoiletò (hole in the ground)..  
Despite little English, they were able to 
communicate with gestures and 
symbols.  Janet and John kept in touch 
with both men for many years and 
enjoyed a good relationship with their 
families.  They are still in regular email 
contact with Karuri whose daughter has 
trained in horticulture and recently 
visited the UK. 

Linda warmly thanked both ladies for 
their fascinating talks and 
presented each of them with beautiful 
flowers in appreciation. 

Sarah Pennington 
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Ice Cream Christmas Puddingñserves 8-10 
Can be made at least 3 weeks ahead! 

1 x 411-450 jar of mincemeatðnot less!  300 ml double cream 
3 tbs Rum, brandy or sweet sherry   100g castor sugar 
4 medium/large eggs  
 

1. Line a 2 litre pudding basin or loaf tin with cling film. 
2. Mix together mincemeat and rum, brandy or sherry. 
3. Place yolks in small bowl and mix. 
4. Whisk cream until it forms soft peaks. 
5. Whisk egg whites on fast speed until stiff, then gradually add in 

sugar, still on fast speed.  Fold in yolks and cream into meringue 
mixture, followed by mincemeat and rum. 

6. Turn into bowl or loaf tin, cover and freeze overnight or longer. 
7. To turn out ice cream, dip bowl into very hot water for a few 

seconds/minutes.  Turn onto serving dish or plate.  Remove cling 
film! 

Possibly serve with toffee sauce?! 

Stilton Paté with Pearsñserves 6 

225g (8oz) full fat soft cheese 2 tbs dry white wine 
2 tbs milk or single cream  175g (6oz) stilton, rind removed, finely grat ed 
Salt and pepper   Pinch nutmeg 
3 ripe largish pears   Juice of 1 lemon 
12-18walnut halves  Handful watercress (optional) 
 
1. In bowl beat soft cheese with wine and enough milk to give a 

smooth creamy mixture.  Stir in Stilton and season with salt, 
pepper and nutmeg. 

2. Shape into a roll about 4cm (1İò) in diameter and wrap in cling 
film.  Chill in fridge until requiredðremove 30 mins before 
serving. 

3. Just before serving, peel, core and slice each pear into 6-8 slices 
and dip into lemon juice to prevent discolouring. 

4. Arrange 3-4 slices on each plate.  Unwrap pat® and cut into 12 
even slices.  Arrange on plates with pears and garnish with 
walnuts and watercress. 

 

Enoy!   D 
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Services for the over 50s   

Epworth Lunches 
Tuesday  December   9th    12.30pm     £7 

* Christmas Lunch Turkey *   

* All the Trimmings*  

* Mince Pie * Cream *  

* Coffee *  

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññ   

Tuesday January 13th 2026 12.30pm    £7 

* Fish Pie * Peas * Carrots * 

* Lemon Meringue Pie * 

* Coffee *  

Booking essential  -  Marilyn 389 356  

 

Over 50s Minibus Trips 

Booking essential            Phone   Sue 0789 1930 684 

Thursday  December  18th     12.30pm 

Bring and Share Lunch at the Epworth Hall 
 

 Thursday  January 15th  2026 
 

 Lunch at the Chestnut Tree 
 

 £10.00     Pick up  11.30am   Home for 3.00pm         
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HANDELôs MESSIAH 

 

Winchester Cathedral 
Saturday  

6th December  7.30pm 

Soprano: Harriet Eyley, 
Counter-Tenor:  
James Laing 

Tenor: Benjamin Hulett 
Bass: Felix Kemp 

 
The Waynflete Singers 

Conductor:  
Andrew Lumsden 

 
Tickets: Ã15 - Ã50 
 01962 857275  

Stockbridge Music 
 

Bach at Christmas ï 
Bach Winchester 

Voices Choral Concert 

at St Peterôs Church 

Stockbridge  

7th December 2025  

at 4.00-5.30pm 

Tickets are now on sale at 

www.stockbridgemusic.uk  
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Tuesdays 10.00 ð 13.00  
Jubilee Room Village Hall  

Open as usual 23 and 30 December  
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vǳƛŎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴΚ 
CƻǊ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƛŎƪ ƴƻǘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ 
ŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ Ǿƛŀ Ŝ/ƻƴǎǳƭǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǎǘƻŎƪōǊƛŘƎŜǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦŎƻΦǳƪκŜŎƻƴǎǳƭǘ---
ŎƭƛŎƪ-ōƭǳŜ-ōƻȄ-ōŜƭƻǿ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ IƻǳǊǎ 
{ǘƻŎƪōǊƛŘƎŜ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ нр ŀƴŘ нс 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нт 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ о WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнс ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜ-ōƻƻƪŜŘ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎΦ 

.ǊƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ мнΦпрǇƳ ƻƴ нп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ нр 
ŀƴŘ нс 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ 

.ƻǘƘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ н WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 

bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΚ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘŀũΦ   Wǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
ǳǎǳŀƭ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ м ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘΦ 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ȅǇŜ н 5ƛŀōŜǘŜǎΚ   

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǘŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǇŀƴŎǊŜŀǝŎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŜŘ рл-уп ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘȅǇŜ н 
ŘƛŀōŜǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ ǿǿǿΦǎŀŦŜ-ŘΦǳƪΦ 

Footpath Walk  5½ miles (8¾ km) 2¼ hours 
Sunday 25 January 2:00 pm Kingõs Somborne Village Hall 
We leave the village along Winchester Road and up Red Hill 
before turning onto the path past Ashley New buildings.  At 
the crossroads we take the path across the field past Ashley 
Manor Farm and then over the hill to Chalk Vale before 
returning to the village past the beef unit and back along 
Winchester Road. 

 

https://www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk/econsult---click-blue-box-below
https://www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk/econsult---click-blue-box-below
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Brilliant news!  Itôs the third Sunday 
afternoon in the month, so it must be 
Messy Church!  A lively bunch of 
children and families gathered at the 
Methodist Chapel at 3pm on 16th 
November for the final instalment of 
the story of Joseph and his coat of 
many colours.  As well as the story, 
there were crafts, fun, singing and food.   

This time, our hero 
Joseph, who until 
recently had been a 
slave in prison, had 
been put in charge of 
Pharoahôs national 
food programme!  
God had enabled him 
to interpret the 
kingôs troubled 
dreams - 7 years of 
plenty followed by 7 
years of famine, with 
the welfare of the 
known world at 

stake.  God used Joseph to deliver them 
all and save his people, among whom 
were his old family, who had tricked 
him.  And Joseph played some tricks on 
them in return, as God saved them all 
from famine and brought them back 
together again as a family.  

óYou meant 
to harm meô, 
said Joseph, 
óbut God 
intended it for 
good ï and the 
saving of many 
lives!ô 

We made sacks of 
grain to hide 
chocolate coins in, 
went on a hunt for 
silver cups, created family chains, 
friendship bracelets and prayer-coins, 
and played óJosephôs gameô, and we 
filled rolls for tea.  And we finished 
Josephôs coat of many colours with 
glue and tissue paper.  Then we 
watched a story video, sang óTrust in 
the Lordô, and brought our prayers to 
God.  After that we all gathered round 
the food table for rolls, cakes and 
squash.  A perfect end to a perfect 
Sunday! 

Our Messy Church Christmas party will 
be on Sunday 21st December at the 
Methodist Chapel at 3pm. Then in 
January, thereôll be a New Year edition 
on Sun 19th Jan. All families are 
welcome! See you then? 

Howard 

Joseph in charge! 

Kingõs Somborne Working Menõs Club 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǊŜƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ мсǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ .ƛƴƎƻ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀǘ уǇƳ όŎƭǳō ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ 
тǇƳύΦ   

9ǾŜǊȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ тǇƳ ǿƛǘƘ {ƪƛǧƭŜǎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ 
ŀǘ уǇƳΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƪƛǧƭŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΤ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 

²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
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Last posting dates ñ International 
  
Royal Mail International Tracking and Signature 
Note: Due to ongoing industrial action by the Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers, Royal Mail services to Canada are currently suspended. 

Barbados, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania, 
Malta, Mexico, Portugal, Romania,  
Russia, South Africa, Ukraine  

Monday 2 December 

Norway, Italy, Greece, Israel, Bulgaria  Tuesday 3 December 

Australia, Austria, China, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Hong Kong, India,  
Japan, Spain, Switzerland, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Poland, Singapore, Sweden, 
Thailand  

Friday 6 December  

Ireland, USA  Tuesday 10 December   

Last posting dates ñ UK 
See www.postoffice.co.uk/last-posting-dates for more details. 

2nd class Wednesday 18 December 

1st class Friday 20 December 

Special delivery Monday 23 December 

DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Monday at 9.15a.m. a group of us from the W.I. meet behind the 
Parish Church, beside the John OôGaunt sign and walk together 
exploring the local countryside.  We walk for a couple of hours with 
occasionally a stop for coffee on the way and very occasionally even 
cake and always a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John OôGaunt sign one Monday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for more information.  
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Stockbridge Amateur Dramatic Societyôs  

Great Company 
Come and be entertained by readings 

and sketches on the theme of . . . 

Have Yourself a Merry 

Little Christmas 
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 

at 7.30pm 

 Stockbridge Town Hall  

You donôt have to be a member of SADS to come along, (but weôd love it if 
youôd join) Weôre always looking for new blood to act, direct and be part of the 

backstage team.  
No experience necessary!  

Stockbridgeamdrams@gmail.com or find us on Facebook 

¢9{¢ ±L[[!D9{ ¦о! 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ пǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ нǇƳ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƭōƻƭǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ  

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ϧ ŘǊƛƴƪǎΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ϻр 
!ƭǎƻΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ DǊƻǳǇǎ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ уǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǘ нǇƳ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƭōƻƭǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
άbŀƻƳƛ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪΩǎ tƭŀŎŜέ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ōȅ [ƛǎŀ WǳǎǝŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ рǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǘ нǇƳ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƭōƻƭǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
άCǊƻƳ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƪȅΣ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΦέ tŀǳƭ /ƻƭƭŜȅΣ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ 

5ƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ мΦпл ǇƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 
bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

ǳоŀ ƛǎ ŀ ¦Y-ǿƛŘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΦ 

 CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘΥ ǳоŀΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΣ ƻǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ¢Ŝǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǘΥ ǘŜǎǘǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦǳоŀǎƛǘŜΦǳƪ 
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Caroline Hervey-Bathurst  has yet 
again kindly produced a watercolour 
titled óEmmaô based on Jane Austenôs 
novel of the same name. 

This year is the 250th anniversary of  
the birth of the famous author, who is 
buried in Winchester Cathedral.  
Caroline has painted several cards 
based on Janeôs characters from her 
books and has kindly painted this one 

in aid of Parish Church funds and also 
Hampshire and the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust.  

We are very grateful to Caroline who 
has yet again given of her time in 
supporting both charities. 

By popular demand a copy of a 
previous card óSnowfalls, Kingôs 

Somborneô painted by the late 
Elizabeth St. John has been 
reproduced in addition to 
Carolineôs card.  Our thanks to 
Elizabethôs  family for allowing us 
to reproduce this card for  charity. 

Sold in packs of 8 at a cost of Ã5.50 
per pack and each has a greeting 
óWith best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Yearô inside. 

The cards will be available from 
early November for sale at the 
Christmas Fair on Saturday 29th 
November and in Cross Stores and 
other outlets including Church 
services. 

 
Louise Causer 
01794 389364 

 
 
 
 

Village Christmas Cards 2025 
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An invitation to          

Soup & Sherry Lunch 

Sat 6th and 20th Nov, 

10th and 24th Jan,  

in the Parish Church 

12.30pmñ1.30pm 
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5ǊƻǇ Lƴ 

 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎǳǇǇŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ǇǿƻǊǘƘ IŀƭƭΗ 
9ǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 

όŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘύ 
ŦǊƻƳ млΦолŀƳ ǘƻ мн ƴƻƻƴΦ 

!ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

                      The Joy Of Colour  

 Join watercolour artist Aimee Durnell for a relaxing day exploring colour, 
focusing on how to make your watercolours pop and fizz.  A fun workshop 
experimenting and playing with brights.  Discover how to use acrylic inks, 
liquid charcoal, texture and super-granulating hues to add texture and energy 
to your watercolours on this course for both beginners and those 
experienced in watercolour.  Discover how to mix the perfect shade from a 
limited palette, giving your paintings harmony.   

Aimee will demonstrate different techniques and support you to develop 
your own painting style.  Please bring your own paintbox, brushes, mixing 
tray and paper...extra materials such as acrylic inks, liquid charcoal, texture 
to press into your paintings, bronze powder, salt, masking fluid and 
watercolour pencils will be available for you to try out.  Refreshments 
available.  To book please email margeyburgess@gmail.com 

Number of places limited!! 

Venue: Epworth Hall 

Cost: only Ã10.00! 

Time: 2pm-5pm Friday January 16th 2026 

mailto:margeyburgess@gmail.com
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Julian Contemplative Prayer Meetings 
These meetings are for those, from 
any faith or none, who are seeking 
the opportunity to practice silent 
prayer and contemplation in the 
companionship of others.   

The meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 
7.30pm.   The venue is 1 Highfield 
Cottages, off Strawberry Lane, Up 
Somborne.   

If you would like 
to know more, 
please contact 
Jane Duncan on 
01794 388059 or  
07766 811 623.   

All are very 
welcome.   

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ мфǘƘ ϧ нлǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ мфǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǘ нΥлл ǇƳΦ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǇƻǎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿ ŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƭŜŘƎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƭƭȅΣ ƛǾȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƳŀŘŜΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƅƻǊƛǎǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ς ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нмǎǘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ фΥол ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŬƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿ ŜƴŘǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΣ ŦƻƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭǇƛǘΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƻƭƭȅŀƴƴΣ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

!ƭƭ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŎŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

tƻƭƭȅŀƴƴ aƻƴƪ 
лмтфп оуупун κ лттлн слмупс 

ǇƻƭƭȅŀƴƴϪŀŦƳƻƴƪΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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Church services in December 

Parish Church 

Sunday, 7th December  - Second 
Sunday of Advent 
08.00am  Holy Communion 
(1662) 
10.00am  Morning Worship 
Readings: 
Guy Boney: Isaiah 9.2-7 
Caroline Hervey Bathurst: John 
3.16-21 
 
Wednesday, 10th December 
6.30pm  Carol Service for    Bikers 
 
Sunday, 14th DecemberðThird 
Sunday of Advent 
10.00am  Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Fi Chilton: Isaiah 35.1-10 
Alwena Rowe: Matthew 11.2-11 
 
Wednesday, 17th December 
7.30pm Village Carol Singing 

Thursday, 18th December 
6.00pm Carol singing outside 
Ashley St Mary Church 

Sunday, 21st Decemberð
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10.00am Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Peter Kent: Isaiah 7.10-16 
Sandie Pepperell: Matthew 1.18-25 
06.00pm  Carols by Candlelight 
 
Wednesday, 24th Decemberð
Christmas Eve 
4.00pm. Christingle Service 
 
11.15pm Midnight Mass 
Readings:  
Jane Vaux: Isaiah 52.7-10 
Sabine Kirby: John 1.1-14 

 
25th DecemberðChristmas Day 
10.00am Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Jane Duncan: Isaiah 9.2-7 
Alwena Rowe: Luke 2.1-14 
 
25th DecemberðChristmas Worship 
11.15am Ashley 
 
Sunday, 28th December 
10.30am Group Service at 
Michelmersh 
 
10.00am Holy Communion  
 
 

Methodist Church 

Sunday 7th December  
10.30am    Mr Tom Belshaw 

Sunday 14th December      
10.30am     Rev Peter Rayson 
                                               Holy Communion 

Sunday 21st December     
10.30am              Mrs Elizabeth Britton                          
                     Carols 
3.00pm       Messy Church 

Sunday 28th December  
10.30am     Local arrangement 

 

Roman Catholic Churches 

St Thomasô Stockbridge 

St Josephôs Romsey  

St Andrewôs N.  Baddesley 

 

Details of services at RC churches,  see:  
www.hampshiredowns.org.uk     and 
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 
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Church services in January 2026 

Methodist Church 

Sunday 4th January  
10 .30am    Mr Mike Bowstead 

Sunday 11th January       
10.30am     Mr Stewart MacLachlan 

Sunday 18th January      
No morning service 
3.00pm       Messy Church 

Sunday 25th January  
10.30am     Rev Peter Rayson 
                   Covenant/Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 

St Thomasô Stockbridge 

St Josephôs Romsey  

St Andrewôs N.  Baddesley 

 

Details of services at RC churches,  see:  
www.hampshiredowns.org.uk     and 
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 

Parish Church 

Sunday, 4th Januaryð
Epiphany 
08.00am Holy Communion 
(1662) 
10.00am Morning Worship  
Readings:  
Louise Causer:  Isaiah 60.1-6 
Sandie Pepperell: Matthew 2.1-12 
 
Sunday, 11th Januaryð
Baptism of Christ 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
Readings: 
David Evans: Isaiah 42.1-9 
Alwena Rowe: Matthew 3.13-end 
 
Sunday, 18th JanuaryðSecond 
Sunday of Epiphany 
10.00am  Holy Communion  
Readings:  
Sue Jackson: Isaiah 49.1-7 
Sandie Pepperell: John 1.29-42 
 
Sunday, 25th JanuaryðThird 
Sunday of Epiphany 
10.00am Holy Communion 
Readings:  
Jane Vaux: Jeremiah 1.4-10  
Linda Aucock: Matthew 19.27-
end 

Parish Home Group 
²ŜŜƪƭȅ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΣ тΦол - фΦллǇƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǝƳŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ IƻǿŀǊŘ wƻǿŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
ƘƻǿŀǊŘψǊƻǿŜϪōǘƻǇŜƴǿƻǊƭŘΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ лмтфп оууплл 

mailto:howard_rowe@btopenworld.com
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The Vicarôs Last Word 
Hello everyone, 

At this time of year we often see Nativity plays (some more traditional than 
others!) and for many of us, children and adults, itôs easy to forget that the 
Nativity story is really quite irrelevant to our lives today, unless we have a grasp 
of who that small baby in the manger was and what he came to do.  After all, the 
only reason we mark a historic figure's birthday is because of the life they led 
afterwards.  So how about remembering during this season a few more facts about 
him. 

* Jesus was born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago. 

* During his first thirty years he shared the daily life and work of  an 
ordinary home. 

* For the next three years he went about healing sick and troubled people 
and teaching small groups in villages, in the fields and by the lakeside. 

* He gathered 12 ordinary men to be his helpers. 

* He had no money. 

* He had no university degree. 

* He commanded no army. 

* He wielded no political power. 

* During his ministry he never travelled more than 200 miles in any 
direction. 

* He was executed by crucifixion at the age of 33. 

Jesus taught by what he said, by what he was and by what he did.  He taught us to 
trust God, as a loving father, to pray in faith and to be sensitive to the needs of 
others, and to follow him in lives of generosity, faith, simplicity and love.  He 
taught that we are each infinitely precious to God so we should look out for one 
another with understanding, respect and forgiveness.  

Amazingly, even after all those years, there are over 1000 million people who 
follow him, who call him Lord.  They believe that after his cruel death on the 
cross, God raised him from the dead to demonstrate to all people, for all time, that 
goodness will triumph over evil; justice over injustice, love over hate. 

At this time of year in our churches we talk about Jesus coming into the world as a 
light into the darkness.  Because in the nativity, God entered the world in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  So take time to enjoy the time of preparation in Advent, 
the mystery of the events of Christmas Eve, the joy of Christmas Day and the 
marking of a new year with all of its joys and challenges.  Enjoy it all but letôs find 
time and space in our hearts to commune with God, to be kind to each other and to 
ourselves. 

So do have a very Happy Christmas and letôs look forward to a New Year 
together.  

God Bless,    

    Tom 
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Printed* and published by the Parish of Somborne with Ashley, Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
Kingôs Somborne, Hampshire.   SO20 6PW           *Cover printed by parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 

The Methodist Ministerõs Last Word 

Now that December is upon us, it is time for us to prepare for Christmas.  I know 
that you may have been preparing since before Halloween but Iôm not talking 
about shopping, Iôm talking about the season of Advent. For the Church, this is 
the time for preparing ourselves spiritually for the celebration of what we believe 
to be the most important event in history, Christ Jesusôs birth. This year, the 
Methodist Church is spending this time reflecting the gifts which are represented 
at Christmas; not the gifts under the tree but rather the gifts from God which our 
gifts symbolise at Christmas. The birth of Jesus, Son of God and Messiah is, for 
Christians, the greatest gift ever.  

Gifts can be funny things. Sometimes they fill us with anticipation and joy and 
excitement but sometimes we might wish that the giver just hadnôt bothered. So it 
is that for some, the gift of Christmas brings great excitement and happiness but 
for others it is gift which brings sadness and loneliness and a desire that it will all 
be over and forgotten. 

While it is easy to overlook it, the Christmas story is not just about joy. It 
contains elements of both rejoicing and sadness and Advent, this time of 
preparation, allows us to think about both. We all pick and choose the parts of a 
story we like and when thinking of Christmas, we often choose to concentrate on 
the joy of the birth but do we remember a heavily pregnant Maryôs suffering on 
that long journey to Bethlehem? Do we remember this family having to flee to a 
foreign land because a king wanted to kill their child?  

I would like to wish everyone a joyful Christmas but I know that for some it will 
not be. I would like to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas but I know that for 
some it will be a time of violence and fear. I would like to wish everyone a 
hopeful Christmas and for those struggling to find hope, I can offer you this; 
Godôs gift of Jesus came to us through the birth of a child into an ordinary family 
and who experienced life just as we do. As an adult, Jesus spent much of his time 
alongside those who were ill or sad or lonely or outcast. However lost or alone 
you might feel, God, in Jesus, understands you and is there with you in your 
suffering. The gift of Jesus is a gift of love. It is God showing each and every 
person that they are, and will always be, loved and cherished by him. 

Wherever you are and however you are feeling, this Christmas, may you know 
that love of God in your life and may that love bring you hope. 

 

Peter 
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To advertise here 

for Ã61 
covering 5 editions through next May 

contact subyram@aol.com 
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