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TW Glazing and  

Window Repairs  
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 
Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/


ix 

 



x 



xi 



xii 



 

1 

Parish Church  

Priest in charge:  
Rev Tom Benson                 01794 368335 
tbenson09@aol.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Kirby 

 
01794 388400 
01794 765273 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Carol Kent 
carolkent-treasure-kings-
somborne@outlook.com 

07919 825152 

Flowers: Pollyann Monk 
pollyann@farming.co.uk 

01794 388482 

Methodist Church  

Minister: Revd Peter Rayson 02381 780560 

Stewards: Marilyn Bolton 01794 389356 

                  Marion Downing 01794 388121 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel.  after 7.30pm please) or email 
bookings@ksvillagehall.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing    01794388121   
marion.downing@yahoo.co.uk  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
Kingôs Somborne School     
Danebury School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council 
Graham Searle 

 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors  

Stewart MacDonald 
Ian Jeffrey 
Alison Johnston 

07803 594872 
01794 388872 
01794 500610 

County Councillor  

David Drew 01264  357024 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editor: Harvey Saunders 01794 388029 

Advertising: Sue Byram 07837 305837  

Distribution: Carolyn Ryan  01794 388743 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

 

Copy date is no later than 5.00pm on 
the 15th of the month please. 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact: Susie Upfield         01794 388198 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson             07891930684      

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer Café 
First and third Tuesday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.   
Hands-on support and advice for all ages 
and experience on using internet, email etc.   
Contact: Ian  Bradley            01794 388386 

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together Home Group 
Bible study group.   Usually third Friday of 
the month at 10.30am.   All welcome. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Community Responders 
Contact: Sarah Seymour       0783 3300504  

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.   Fare Ã3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.   
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.   
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of Kingõs Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell    01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.   Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 
Contact: Duncan Gould        01794 388049 

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 12th 
and 26th* May 2025. 

* One day late because of Bank Holiday 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 12th and 
26th* May 2025. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 5th* and 19th May 
2025. 

* One day late because of Bank Holiday 

Julian Contemplative Prayer Group 
Meetings for people from any 
denomination who are seeking a place for 
silent prayer and contemplation 
Contact: Jane Duncan           01794 388059 

janeduncan329@gmail.com 

Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.00pm - 5.00pm at the Methodist 
Church. 
Contacts:  Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

messychurch@gmail.com 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson, Mary Bradley 
                                                07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers.  
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.   
Contacts:  Kate Johnson       07831 123893 

ksparentandtoddlergroup@gmail.com 

 

Village Directory  
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School Association (PTA) 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Alex Hodge            07904 005570 

kssa.contact@gmail.com 

Scouts 
Beavers Mondays  6.00pm 
Cubs Thursdays  6.00pm 
Contact: Michelle MacBean 01794 389152 

Services for the over 50õs 

Contacts: Sue Jackson           07891930684    
                                      suejackson884@icloud.com       
                                          Gill Butler            01794 388831 

gill_butler@outlook.com 

Short Mat Bowls Club 
Meet alternate Tuesday afternoons in the 
Village Hall. 
Chair: Julia  Bowen               01794 389631 
Julia.Bowen@landsker.net 

Somborne Café 
Every Tuesday 10.00amð1.00pm in the 
Village Hall   
Contact: Alistair Dodds 07831727271  

sombornecafe@gmail.com 

Somborne Community Cinema 
Second Thursday of each month 

Contact: Roger Stephens   07483 211834  
hello@sombornecommunitycinema.co.uk 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock         01794 388542 

Somborne Garden Club 
Meets as advertised for talks and visits, for 
all garden lovers.   
Secretary: Nickey Buckley        01794 388694 
nm.buckley@yahoo.co.uk 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2pm at the Parish 
Church.   
Contact: Eileen Humphries   01794 388427 

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society.  For both 
children and adults.   
Contact: Rebecca Rickard    07748 189864 

rebeccarickard65@gmail.com   

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Hunt         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

info@sombornesessions.co.uk 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc.  every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Friday of each month at 
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Kathyrn Lee 

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Village Hall  
Ian Newnham  
Contact: chair@ksvillagehall.uk  

Wednesday Wanderers  
Walk on the third Wednesday morning of 
each month  
Contact:  Margaret Heffer    01794 389126  

heffers@btinternet.com  

Womenõs  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Womenõs Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Menõs Club 
Various entertainments.   
Contacts: Trina Masham      07852 257596 
 Carol Black  07847 528661 

Village Directory (continued) 

mailto:rebeccarickard65@gmail.com
mailto:chair@ksvillagehall.uk
mailto:heffers@btinternet.com
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Thursday 8th May is the 80th 
Anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day (VE Day) ï the day the German 
forces surrendered to the Allied 
powers in 1945.  

The long anticipated news resulted in 
spontaneous celebrations breaking out 
across the nation. A national holiday 
was declared and people from all 
walks of life came together to mark 
the moment.  Now is the time for the 
present generation to come together 
to learn about the stories of those that 
served  their nation, to the service 
people who fought many of whom 
lost their lives, to the children who 
were evacuated and those on the 
home front. 

The Parish Council together with the 
School have put together an 
exhibition over the Bank Holiday 
weekend 2nd to 4th May.  Details 
will be elsewhere in óThe Gauntletô 

but please do go along and see the 
work done by the children and others. 

Here in Kingôs Somborne, there will 
be a short service of Remembrance at 
the Village War Memorial on 
Thursday 8th May at 10.50am.  The 
bells of our church will ring out prior 
to this service whilst many others in 
the country will ring out at 6pm to 
commemorate that momentous day.  
All are welcome to come and join us 
for this short service. 

The war in the Far East, ôThe 
Forgotten Warô,  did not come to an 
end until later in the summer of 1945, 
VJ Day the 15th August.  There will 
be a small service of remembrance on 
that day, details to be announced 
later.  

Sandie Pepperell 
RBL Co-ordinator 

Somborne and District 
 

VE Day 80 ð 8th May 2025 

ð A Shared Moment of 

Celebration 

DO YOU LIKE TO WALK?  

Every Monday at 9.15a.m. a group of us from the W.I. meet behind the 
Parish Church, beside the John OôGaunt sign and walk together 
exploring the local countryside. We walk for a couple of hours with 
occasionally a stop for coffee on the way and very occasionally even 
cake and always a good chat.  

If you would like to join us we would be delighted to see you.  

Either come to the John OôGaunt sign one Monday or phone me, 
Frances Shone, on 388626 for more information.  

https://www.englishcathedrals.co.uk/events/ve-day-2025-80th-anniversary/
https://www.englishcathedrals.co.uk/events/ve-day-2025-80th-anniversary/
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Charity Concert at Kingôs Somborne  

Parish Church 

 
Sunday 18th May 2025 ï 2.30pm to 4.30pm 

 

Featuring the Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice Choir 
 

A special concert of uplifting Choral Music and Singing  
 

Joint proceeds in aid of the Cancer Unit, North 
Hampshire Hospital and óThe Friends of St Peter and St 

Paul's Churchô  
 

Admission is free with a ñretiring collectionò  
at the end of the concert  

and all are welcome to attend the ñafterglowò  
in the Church for refreshments 

 

For more information please contact Bill Martin  
 01794 388510 or 07562 600437 

 
About BHMVC 

 
Formed in 2011 with just 8 singers the choir now has over 30 members 

comprising hospital staff and local residents. 
 

They have raised thousands of Ãôs for local charities and good causes  

and follow two common aims - ñsing for fun and sing for healthò!   
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The Somborne Garden Club 

Event 

17 th May 10am ð 12 noon  

  ôPlant Swap or Notõ 

at óDô Orangeôs garden,  

Fromans House, Romsey Road 

This is our third year running of this popular event. You 
can bring any kind of vegetable plants, flowers, shrubs 
you have too many off and anything gardening and swap 

it for something you find and always wanted. 

However, you donôt need to bring anything if you donôt 
have any spares, just come along and take what you like 
or simply come for a chat (refreshments being provided). 

Kindly take any un-swapped plants/ items home with you 
at the end! 

May Walk                                                                                                                                 7 miles (11 Km)  2Ĳ hours 

Sunday 25th May 2025                                      2:00 pm Kingôs Somborne Village Hall 

  
We leave the village on the footpath to Horsebridge where we 
join the Test Way and head south to Lower Brook.  We cross the 
A3057 and take the steep path up the hill (with a steel handrail).  

We cross the fields then turn east up 
to Michelmersh.  At Michelmersh we turn left on to the road for a 
few metres and follow the path where the road ends.  We pass 
through some woods and on reaching a farm track we turn 
left.  We follow the track past Lower Eldon Farm and through Humbers Wood 
back to the village. 
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Charity Beetle Drive in aid of the 

Countess of Brecknock Hospice 

On Saturday 5th April a Charity 
Beetle Drive was held at the Kingôs 
Somborne Working Menôs Club in 

memory of the much loved Michael 
Snellgrove. 

It was a very enjoyable day for all who 
attended with the event raising Ã750.00 
for the Countess of Brecknock Hospice 
in Andover.  Since then, a further 
Ã250.00 has been received via a 
donation and  Ã1,000.00 has now been 
forwarded to the hospice. 

The family are hoping to make 
this an annual event to include a 
quiz with a twist! 

Our thanks to all who supported 
us this day and to others unable 
to attend the day, but sent 
donations. 

Tracy White 
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wƻƎŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΣ [ƛǧƭŜ {ƻƳōƻǊƴŜ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ муǘƘ aŀȅ ŀǘ оΦллǇƳ 
ϝ {ǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƅƻǿŜǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ϝ wŀǊŜ !ƴƎƭƻ-{ŀȄƻƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ϝ 

!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ τ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 

Advertising in The Gauntlet 
Do you run a business in the area?  Perhaps a small business; or a very small 
business.  Would you like more customers?   

Why not consider joining those who advertise in The Gauntlet? 

We offer space in a variety of sizes, at reasonable cost: 

1/6 page    (60mm x 60mm)     Ã72 

1/3 page    (130mm x 60mm or 60mm x 130mm)   Ã108 

1/2 page    (130mm x 90mm)     Ã135 

Whole page  (130mm x 190mm)    Ã220 

These prices are for your advertisement to appear in all 11 editions that we 
publish each year, starting with our June edition.   

Your advertisement will also be in our online editionðvisit 
www.thesombornes.org.uk to see our latest edition. 

The money we receive for the advertisements covers the cost of printing and 
delivery free of charge to every household in the village. 

If you are interested, please contact our Advertising Manager, Sue Byram at 
subyram@aol.com or 07837 305 837. 
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King's Somborne WI host the Bean 

Car Club Daffodil Run Again! 

For the second 
year running on 
Sunday 6th April, , 
the Bean Car Club 
ended their Daffodil 
Run at the Village 
Hall with tea and 
cake provided by the 
Kingôs Somborne 
Womenôs Institute..  

The weather was 
glorious and the cars 
attracted a good 
crowd of visitors to 
admire them. 

The event raises money for 
óMarie Curieô and started in 
Heckfield near Reading with a 
stop for coffee at Stockbridge 
and onto the Alice Lisle in the 
New Forest for lunch.   

A wide variety of cakes were 
baked by the WI and refreshing 
tea was enjoyed by over 80 
drivers and passengers.   

The winning vehicle selected by 
the Committee was the Aston 
Martin  owned by David Hess of 

Up Somborne. 

We hope to see them again next 
year.  Thanks to all who helped 
make it a lovely afternoon,  

Sarah Pennington 

President Kingôs Somborne WI  
 
(Pictures by Terry Mackintosh 
and Louise Causer) 
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Please join The Sombornes  
Pre-School for the  

 

Śỉγḩџ ɔẞҍḩᴀḩӧ 
 

of our new ECO GARDEN!  
Saturday 31st May | 10-12pm 

Ribbon cutting ceremony at 10.30am followed by a 
bake sale, coffee and tea. All are welcome. 

All proceeds from this event will benefit the new 
garden. 

 
Support for the garden was also 

generously supplied by a grant 

funded by the Government. 

 Registered Charity 1143613 | OFSTED Number 2581137 
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 Parish Council  Notes        February 2025   

Allotment Development 

Shorewood Homes have advised that 
groundworkers Euro-City have started 
on site to prepare for construction, 
which will include putting up fencing, 
containers and welfare cabins, etc. 

They will appoint their own Site 
Manager in the next couple of months 
and once the groundworks are advanced 
they will become the main point of 
contact going forward. 

Devolution 

As outlined in last monthôs Gauntlet 
and in the press, the Governments plans 
for devolution of priority areas includes 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. There 
remains little detail with the current 
authorities still working up proposals of 
how this is to effected later in the year 
is unknown. 

The consultation advised in last months 
Gauntlet has now expired. Further 
information will be advised once we 
receive it, 

Council Tax 

You may be interested in the percentage 
increase of the various elements making 
up the council tax that you will have 
already received. 

¶ Hampshire County Councilð
increase     5.0% 

¶ Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Hampshireðincrease 5.4% 

¶ Test Valley Borough Council ð
increase 3.1% 

¶ Hampshire & Isle of White Fire 
and Rescue Serviceð             -
increase 6.0% 

20mph Zone 

Cllr Beecham has met with 
representatives of HCC to try and 
establish a better cost and time 
estimated for the potential 20mph zone 
in the centre of Kingôs Somborne. Little 
further information was forthcoming 
other than the next stage in their 
implementation is to work up a fully 
detailed and costed scheme which is of 
course to the PC account. The matter 
was debated at some length at the April 
PC meeting and it was resolved to ask 
HCC to complete this next phase as 
without it, insufficient information is 
really available to allow the PC to make 
an informed decision. 

Scout Hut Lease 

The Scout Hut lease has expired on the 
25th of March. It has been established 
that the local troop (11th Romsey ) 
would need to agree the lease locally 
before forwarding to it for ratification 
to the Scout Association. 

 The PC has already drafted a new lease 
as advised last month for acceptance 
together with a proposed license to 
facilitate continued use by Scouts until 
such time a lease can be agreed. 
Unfortunately, the Local Troop has 
rejected both documents. The previous 
expired lease was with the NPFA and 
the PC was not a party to it or indeed 
have a copy. The PC has requested a 
meeting with the Local Troop to resolve 
the situation however this has not been 
confirmed by them. The PC resolved at 
Aprilôs meeting unless a license is 
agreed by April the 30th then the 
further occupation of the site will be 
denied as it can be viewed as trespass 
being sanction without some signed 
agreement  in place. 
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An update on our VE Day Celebrations as 
notified in last monthôs Gauntlet. 

The pupils from Kingôs Somborne Primary 
School will be presenting related artwork and songs together with a 
display of the history of war time Somborne. 

Presentations will all take place in the school hall on 

 Friday 2nd of May 

The pupils will present their musical and art work in three sessions 
with tea and coffee available at  

9.00-10.00am, 2.00-3:00pm and 4.30ï5.30pm.  

All members of the community are very welcome to visit and meet 
some children. The school hall will be also be open to view the 

exhibition in the interim hours  

i.e. from 9.30amð6.00pm. 

The exhibition will be moved to the church on  

Saturday the 3rd May 10am-4pm and Sunday May 4th 12-4pm 

which gives another opportunity to view and finally moved to the 

 Village Hall on Monday12th May  

in time for Somborne Community Cinemaôs showing of 

 óAnother Motherôs Sonô as part of the VE Day Commemoration. 

A grant from TVBC has been received and it is hoped that as many 
parishioners as possible will enjoy the event. 

Parish Council 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Monday the 12th of May at Epworth 
Hall. Parishioners are welcome to 
attend and bring to the attention of the 
council any matter of concern. As a 
forerunner to the normal PC meeting, 

will be the Parish Assembly where the 
results of the recent survey of 
Community Assets will be discussed. 

Graham Searle 

Chair 
 Kingôs Somborne  Parish Council 

VE Day Commemorations 
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Somborne Sessions 

Donôt Forget to Man the 
Lifeboats!  
 
This is just a quick reminder from the 
Somborne Sessions not to forget to buy 
your tickets for our final gig of the 
current season when the wonderful 
óMan the Lifeboatsô will take to the 
Village Hall stage. Full details of the 
band appeared in the April edition of 
óThe Gauntletô but basically MTL is 
full-throttle high energy alternative folk 
that is pretty much guaranteed to get 
you stomping. We canôt wait to see 
them and hope you feel the same way. 

Tickets are 
still available 
for their performance in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 10 May 2025, with 
doors opening at 7.30 for 8 pm. They 
are priced at Ã16 each in advance from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
sombornesessions    or Ã18 at the door 
on the night, if still available.  
 

Come on Sombornes: Man the 
Lifeboats! 
 

Peter Duncan 

Mid-Summer Progressive Dinner 

21st June, 7pm @ £25 per person 

3-course dinner, drinks and coffee/tea) 

We are looking for hosts 

The progressive dinner is taking place all over Kingôs Somborne where 
each course is eaten at a different host's house in the same evening. All 
proceeds from this evening are in aid for óFriends of the Church of St. 
Peter and St. Paul Kingôs Somborneô. 

We are still looking for hosts. Whether you are an experienced 
progressive dinner host and canôt wait to entertain again or completely 
new to this type of event. If you are interested to be a host or a guest, 

please contact Ute Brock at Ute@Brockys.com or on 
388227. 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sombornesessions
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sombornesessions
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