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Emma Wightman and associate 
osteopaths. 

• Massage & Reflexology 

• Pilates, 1 to 1 and small group 

• Homeopathy 

• Nutrition 

 

Email: les@dtegm.co.uk 

www.dtegm.co.uk 
Eldon Road, Braishfield, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0PT 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
Seasoned hardwood from 

managed woodland in 
Little Somborne 

Available in 200 litre bags or  
1000 litre truck loads 

Free delivery for local customers 

Tel: 01264 811362 

Email: 
peter@lazilandsfarms.co.uk 

LES SMITH PLASTERING 

CONTRACTOR 
Family run business 

Over 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Fully insured 

TELEPHONE ROMSEY 

07798 905087 
07951 818499 
For a free estimate 

farmerles@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke, built-in furniture 

Wardrobes, Bookcases, Media / Alcove units, 
Kitchens, Shelves, Cupboards etc. 

Free design and quote. 

Call Mark on: 07961 979429 
 or: 01794 301728 

testvalleyjoinery.co.uk 

Hampshire Rural Management Ltd 
hantsrmltd@gmail.com                 07730099611 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.hampshireruralmanagementltd.co.uk 

Estate Maintenance Land Management 

Hedge Cutting Woodland Maintenance 

Gate Posts & Gates Paddock Topping 

Hedge & Tree Planting Groundworks 

Agricultural & Equestrian Fencing Garden Fencing 

Best Friends  

Dog Grooming & Canine Care 
Based locally in King’s Somborne 

A relaxed caring and friendly service with  
pick-up and drop-off if required 

Fully Insured 

City & Guilds Qualified 

Please contact us to discuss your requirements or make a booking 

Tel 07584 208 201 

Email: dogs.bestfriend@aol.co.uk 

mailto:dogs.bestfriend@aol.co.uk
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We are on the Test Way, 
midway between Stockbridge 

and Romsey in the 
picturesque village of 

Horsebridge.  We are ideally 
suited for groups of ramblers 
or cyclists with a pre-booking 

service available.  

We are a Free House specialising in fine ales, wines and home-cooked locally-sourced 
food.    Choice of freshly cooked roasts every Sunday. 

We are open throughout the day from 11 am and will not close before 10pm, or later if 
we have customers. Food served between 12 noon until 8pm, and later if pre-booked. 

We have 30 covers inside and 32 seats available in our covered garden to the rear. 

We are conscious of the Covid regulations providing table service, sanitiser and safe 
seating We monitor Government Regulations continuously to ensure any changes 

necessary can be implemented. 

Bookings being taken for Christmas Party and Christmas Day 

Tele: 01794 388644 e-mail: chris@johnofgaunt.co.uk 
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To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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********************************************** 

Why not use the Village Hall as a meeting 
place or as a venue for your party? 

Available for single events or regular meetings 

Contact Sarah Pennington  (email please): 

vhbookings@thesombornes.org.uk 
01794 389354  (evenings) 

********************************************** 

P  R  Vane 
Heating and Plumbing 

Bathrooms and Tiling 
Free estimates           Fully insured 

Call 07714409995 or 
01794 514823 
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Richard Penfold 

Local Firewood Supplier 

High quality seasoned logs produced by ourselves from locally sourced 
timber cut from well managed and sustainable woodlands.  Dry stored, 

delivered dry and available throughout the year. 

Telephone: 01794 389603     Mobile: 079000 61158 

Email: richard@woodlandfirewood.co.uk 

www.woodlandfirewood.co.uk 

 

CALL PAUL ON 07886 361791 
OR EMMA ON 07920 289341 
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COUNSELLING 
For Adults, Teenagers and Parents 

Many things can lead people to counselling.  Whatever your reasons, I 

offer confidential, non-judgemental counselling, which will allow you to be 

fully heard and understood.  This means you can make more sense of 

your experiences and feelings and can find some relief from distress or 

make changes and if appropriate learn ways to ‘self-soothe’. 

Currently I am able to offer phone counselling. 

I am also a qualified supervisor and mindfulness coach and both are available 
over the phone too. 

I am a senior BACP accredited counsellor, supervisor and clinical lead 
with over 15 years experience.  

My normal practice is in a rural location and we can use nature 
as part of the therapy and healing. 

When lockdown is over I will be offering a mindfulness course at reasonable rates. 

For all enquiries call 07768637207 and leave a message 
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 Parish Church  

For all enquiries please call  
the church office number:        01794 328034 
Vicar:  
Rev. Richard Burningham       01794 389555 
vicarstpeterandstpaulks@outlook.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Burningham 

 
01794 388400 
01794 389555 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Claire Bevan 01794 341923 

Flowers: Penny Ward 01794 389649 

Methodist Church  

Minister:  
Revd Howard Mellor   

Steward:  Pam Gravenor 01794 388531 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel. after 7.30pm please) or email 
vhbookings@thesombornes.org.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing     01794 
388121   marion.downing@virgin.net  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 
www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
King’s Somborne School     
Test Valley School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council  

Clerk: Ms Liz Manship 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Tony Ward 01794 389649 

County Councillor  

Andrew Gibson 01264 861138 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Correspondent 
Position vacant  

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editor: Harvey Saunders 01794 388029 

Advertising: Sue Byram 01794 388521 

Distribution: Lin Curtis  01794 389373 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

or The Post Office.   

Copy date is no later than 5.00pm on 
the 15th of the month please. 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:vicarstpeterandstpautks@outlook.com
mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
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Allotments 
Contact:  ksallotments@gmail.com 
Lisa Johnson                 07796175875 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson           01794 388884 

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30 - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Clare Thomson       01794 388268 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer and Coffee mornings 
First and third Thursday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.  Hands
-on support and advice for all ages and 
experience on using internet, email etc. 
Free coffee, tea and biscuits. 
Contact: John Davies            01794 389544 

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together in Somborne 

and District 
Welcome all to open and ecumenical 
meetings and services throughout the year. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Community Responders 
Contacts: Lesley Everard-Evans  
            01794 388991 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.  Fare £3.75. 
Contact:  01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.  
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 
 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.  
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of King’s Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell 01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.  Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 
Contact: Duncan Gould        01794 388049 

French Twinning Association 
Contacts: Louise & Andrew Causer   
           01794 389364  

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 8th 
and 22nd February 2021. 

Home Group 
Bible study group.  Usually third 
Thursdays of the month at 7.30pm. 
Contact:  Norman Denison   01794 388889 

Horticultural Society 
Meets for two talks and one visit per year 
and organises the Flower Show  
Secretary:  Position vacant 
Flower Show Secretary: Lisa Johnson  

07796 175875 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 8th and 22nd 
February 2021. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 1st and 15th 
February 2021.  

 

 

 

 

Village Directory  
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Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.30pm - 5.30pm at Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Pam Gravenor      01794 388531 
     Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson, Mary Bradley 
                                                07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers. 
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.  
Contacts: Emily                    07825 867825 
                 Katie                     07525 257031 

Prayer Group 
Contact: Dulcie Witts           01794 388267 

School Association 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Andy Chadwick     01794 389587 

Scouts 
Beavers           Wednesdays  6.00pm 
Cubs                               Thursdays  6.00pm 
Contact:  Wendy Jarvis         01794 389552 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Janet Ingleson         01794 388618 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2.00pm at 
Nutcher’s, 3 Nutcher’s Drove.  
Contact: Sally Wilson           01794 388675 

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society. For both 
children and adults.  
Contact: Ellie Monger          01794 388283 

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Hunt         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc. every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Friday of each month at 
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Natalie  

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Tiny Tots 
Meet in the Parish Church each Tuesday at 
2.15pm– 3.15pm.  
Contact:  Katie Dynes    07525257031 

Village Agent 
Contacts: Sue Jackson          01794 388884 

     suejackson884@icloud.com 
     Gill  Butler          01794 388831 

gillnorris@sequitur.eu.com 

Women’s  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Friday of each month 
at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Women’s Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Men’s Club 
Various entertainments.  
Contacts: Trina Masham       07852 257596 

Village Directory (continued) 

This month’s edition of The Gauntlet 

was edited by Harvey Saunders 
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Cakes for the NHS, please 
Hello everybody, 

I have just received the following appeal from the Royal 

Hampshire County Hospital manager… 

“Hi Sian - I hope you and your family are safe and well.  As you 

will have seen from the news, Covid cases at RHCH are rapidly 

increasing every day with a prediction that the numbers could 

more than double over the next 7-10 days.  I was wondering 

whether you and your lovely community would be able to help 

keep the staff going with any cakes, bakes, biscuits or treats.  

Everyone is already exhausted and the next few weeks are going 

to be a real challenge.” 

I am sure you are aware of the horrific situation the NHS is 

dealing with, and the unbelievable strain the dedicated staff are 

having to cope with. 

So the NHS cake appeal starts again! 

This time, I will be home to receive any homemade cakes, biscuits 

goodies etc (or shop bought if this is easier ) every SUNDAY 

afternoon 3.00pm – 5.00pm. 

Please ring me if you want me to collect from you or you can’t 

deliver on Sundays.  I plan to take them to the hospital each 

Monday morning. 

A thousand thanks 

Sian Johnston 

07968801638 

Sian.redhouse@btinternet.com 

Stafford Lodge, Winchester Road, KS,  S020 6PF 

(opposite Corner Stores) 
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What’s on ? 
As you will be too well aware, nothing is on! 

We hope that by the time our next edition appears,  events will 

start to appear on our calendars again. 

Church services 

during the pandemic 
It was so sad that we weren’t been able to have 
our normally packed church for all the 
Christmas services.  However we did manage 
to hold four special services and were very 
pleased to see so many friends, relatives and everyone else.   

Because of the need to social distance (a phrase we had probably not heard of a 
year ago) we held two carol services.  Both were ticketed and well attended and 
our willing band of choir singers enabled us to benefit from their lovely singing 
although the rest of us were well masked.  We also had a midnight service led 
by the Rev Thomas Walton which was wonderful.  The only downside was that 
we could not hug all our friends in the church and wish them a Happy 
Christmas.     

The following morning we had the 10.00am Christmas service led by the 
Bishop of Southampton, Debbie Sellin.  We felt so lucky and proud to have her 
with us.   

Despite the coronavirus changing our lives, We still believe God is looking after 
us and we continue to worship with our Zoom services (see page 23). 

Janet and Joan 

Once again, because of regulations and 
guidelines designed to mitigate the 
effects of the coronavirus pandemic, 
we are unable to produce and deliver a 
printed version of this magazine.  We 
hope that, if you spot any information 
that you consider important or 
interesting in this online edition, you 
will share it with neighbours who may 
not have seen it. 

Organisations and businesses 
mentioned in this edition may not be 
able to provide the goods and services 
that they usually do.  Please check 
with them to see if this is the case. 

We will begin to produce printed 
editions of our magazine again once 
the regulations allow.  We hope that 
this will be soon. 

The Gauntlet is online only again 
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Lydia Newbery watched a 
documentary about eagles when she 
was a very small child and became 
obsessed by them.  She drew pictures 
of them, wrote stories about them, and 
read up about them in reference books. 

This was not a fleeting interest, but a 
passion.  She went on courses (with 
her parents) to learn how to handle 
birds of prey, how to feed and care for 
them.  When she was only 8 years old, 
she completed a Lantra course on 
falconry with her mum, and a year 
later her dad took the course too. 

So, by the time she was 11, she was 
ready to train her first bird, a kestrel 
named Kye.  Kye was 2 months old, 
fully fledged and ready to fly.  They 
got him in the summer so Lydia could 

spend her days with Kye perched on 
her gloved hand, and teach him to take 
food from her hand.  Soon Kye was 
ready to be taken outside to fly on an 
ever-lengthening leash.  Lydia would 
call him to return to her hand 
repeatedly until she thought he was 
ready for the first terrifying moment of 
allowing him to fly free and hoping 
with heart in mouth that he would 
return...which he did.  Later, Lydia 
would use a catapult to fling food up in 
the air for Kye to catch in flight. 

Of course, for a girl with a passion for 
birds of prey, Kye was not enough! 
Lydia next acquired a Lanner falcon, a 
bird three times the size of a kestrel, 
which she named JD.  JD was a year old, 
and had not been very well treated.  His 
flight and tail feathers were broken and 
damaged, and JD was terrified of Lydia, 
so dad stepped in and began to train him, 
and they established a close bond. 
However, now JD is happy with both 
Lydia and her dad.  By this time, they 
had a GPS system that could be attached 
to JD’s leg, so they know that he has 
flown up to 3,000 feet!  He enjoys windy 
days, chasing pigeons out of trees, and 
catching food from a lure swung around 
on a long line to encourage his acrobatic 
flying skills. 

Bird girl  
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At age 16, Lydia bought a golden eagle! 
Her father had to buy a new car big 
enough to bring the bird home in a 
purpose-built box.  Saffy was 3 months 
old, with enormous intimidating yellow 
feet and huge talons.  An eagle is about 8 
times bigger than a kestrel, too huge to 
train indoors, too heavy to carry for long.  
She is a slower, lazier bird, who always 
takes the easy option, and is always 
happy to eat carrion. 

The birds attract the interest of local wild 
birds of prey.  JD calls to the local 
peregrine falcon and postures to him.  
Buzzards and kites circle in the hope of 
food, but Saffie mantles (spreads her 
wings) over the food to deter them. 

In 2018, Lydia re-homed a female 
kestrel, Kylene to mate with Kye.  She is 
a rescue bird, abandoned by her previous 

owner, noisy and 
aggressive, but a 
good mother who 
produces beautiful 
chicks each year.  

Lydia is now at 
university (although 
she has taken a year 
out during the Covid 
crisis), studying 
Politics, Philosophy 
and Ethics, and has a 
new passion for 
motorbikes.....but 
surely her first 
passion for birds of 
prey will be lifelong. 

Sue Jackson 
was talking to  

Lydia Newberry  
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Somborne Sisterhood WI 
The Sisterhood got crafty at 
Christmas and thought about 
nutrition and movement in January 

The Somborne Sisterhood had another 
successful meeting in December.  The 
committee put together and delivered 
craft bags to all members and guests 
who signed up to the meeting, and we 
created some beautiful festive items.  
First, we made a 3D Christmas tree 
card using paper.  Then, we all tried 
our hand at faux calligraphy and went 
into breakout rooms to decorate the 
inside of our card plus some gift tags.  
Finally, we all made a pretty tree 
decoration using buttons and wire.  
We also found out how to make 
washable face masks and had a pattern 
and instructions in our craft bags for if 
we wished to make some at a later 
date. 

January’s meeting was kicked off by 
Natalie thanking everyone for 
attending last month’s meeting. 
Knowing people are enjoying our 
Zoom meetings really does help 
motivate the committee!  Rebecca then 
took us through the different WI 
resolution choices and told us how and 
by when to vote. 

Our guest speaker was Kate Gray from 
Fitskool in North Baddesley.  Kate 

spoke to us 
about ways 
we can 
enhance our 
wellbeing, focussing on what we eat 
and how we move.  She encouraged us 
to think about eating foods which 
nourish us and focus less on the 
calorie count. 

Kate explained that using your hand 
can be a helpful way to indicate food 
portion size.  Clean proteins (such as 
eggs, nuts, meat, fish) should be 
around the size of the palm of your 
hand.  Carbohydrates (of which ‘smart 
carbs’ are best, such as whole grains, 
brown rice, sweet potato) should be 
the size of your cupped hand.  Aim for 
fats (such as butter, olives, avocado) to 
be about the size of your thumb.  She 
told us that fats are essential to your 
body, for example for helping the 
body to absorb certain vitamins and 
for brain health.  She also reminded us 
that eating good fats, doesn’t actually 
make you fat!  Finally, it’s great if half 
your plate is filled with vegetables 
and, if you can, eat the rainbow. 

Katie Dynes 
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Households across the Sombornes and 
Ashley will soon be asked to take part 
in Census 2021. 

The census is a once-in-a-decade 
survey that gives us the most accurate 
estimate of all the people and 
households in England and Wales.  It 
has been carried out every decade 
since 1801, with the exception of 
1941.  In the first census, the England 
and Wales population was estimated to 
be 8.9 million.  By 2011 it had grown 
to 56,075,912!  

It will be the first run predominantly 
online, with households receiving a 
letter with a unique access code, 
allowing them to complete the 
questionnaire on their computers, 
phones or tablets. 

Statistics from the National Census 
will be used for the next 10 years to 
help create policy, plan and allocate 
funding throughout our area and 
beyond.  The census gives us a picture 
of all the people and households in 
England and Wales.  The census is 
unique.  There’s simply nothing else 
that gives so much detail about us and 
the society we live in. 

All kinds of organisations, from local 
authorities to charities, use the 
information to help provide the 
services we all need, including 
transport, education and healthcare. 
Without the census, it would be much 
more difficult to do this. 

By taking part, you’ll be helping make 
sure you and your community get the 
services needed now and in the future.  
So this year, we are asking you to 
complete the census and, if you can, 
offer help to friends and family so we 

can collect the best data possible.  In 
King’s Somborne, our Village Agents, 
Sue (388884) and Gill (388831), are 
ready to help too. 

Census day will be on March 21, but 
households across the country will 
receive letters with online codes 
allowing them to take part from early 
March.  

The census will include questions 
about your sex, age, work, health, 
education, household size and 
ethnicity.  And, for the first time, there 
will be a question asking people 
whether they have served in the armed 
forces, as well as voluntary questions 
for those aged 16 and over on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 

Results will be available within 12 
months, although personal records will 
be locked away for 100 years, kept 
safe for future generations.  

For more information, visit 
census.gov.uk 

Ready, steady, census  
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I was sitting down to enjoy the final of 
‘Strictly’, when my television went off
- how could the BBC be so 
inconsiderate?! 

Then about 20 minutes later, loud 
knocking on the front door and looking 
out of the window, the sight of men 
running through my garden?!  “Your 
house is on fire”!  My worst fear of 
living in a thatched property, not just 
one building, but a thatched barn 
behind the house too - certainly not the 
reason we bought Fromans in 1971. 

Wonderful neighbours to the rescue, 
damping down the 30ft tiled roof 
between the barn and house  
(purposely tiled when we built the 
extension in 1991, with the thought of 
fire, always a worry), until the fire 
engines arrived - 13 in all, plus police 
and an ambulance - more for the safety 
of the fireman than me, they informed 
me!  Apparently they could see the fire 
glowing ‘orange’ in the sky from miles 
away, and could smell the burning 
thatch from as far away as Marsh 
Court Buildings. 

In the meantime, the 
near neighbours were 
all evacuated from 
their properties to the 
Crown and the church, 
where the vicar’s wife 
kindly brought tea and 
biscuits - quite a party 
and so kind. 

The main road was 
closed, as the water 
hydrant was 
eventually located in 
the middle of the road 
outside the Crown!  
All the traffic from 
Stockbridge was 
diverted down New 
Lane, then off to 
Winchester or 
Braishfield - how 
inconvenient and 
annoying can that have 
been!  Goodness 
knows what happened 
to the traffic coming 
from Romsey? 

Horrendous Saturday evening before 

Christmas! 
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So, luckily, the house 
was untouched by the 
fire.  I am now rather 
horrified that the 18th 
Century Grade 2 listed 
barn has got to be 
rethatched!  The fire 
was thought to have 
been caused by an 
electrical fault, due to 
vermin chewing 
through the wiring - I 
blame the squirrels - 
there are masses 
around! 

I can’t thank all my 
fantastic neighbours 
enough.  They leapt 
into action, calling the 
emergency services, 
damping down the 
adjacent building and 
helping me to remove 
items from my house, 
in case it burnt down 
too.  They kept me 
calm and were 
generally supportive 
until and after members 
of my family arrived.  These kind 
friends know who they are, but there is 
one mystery man whom I haven’t 
traced - was he called David, was he 
from Furzedown??  Do contact me! 

Now I have insurance etc to cope with 
- I fear it is going to take a very long 
time to complete.  But no one was hurt 

and the house still stands - it could 
have been much worse.  Thank you 
one and all for the many kind thoughts, 
actions and support I have received. 

D Orange 
d@fromans.co.uk  
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Val Chapman who passed 
away in December aged 90 
was an invaluable key 
(excuse the pun) member of 
the Village Hall team as for 
more years than I can 
remember (at least 14) she 
acted as our key holder.  
Without her services we 
would not have been able to 
distribute keys to our 
customer/renters and the Hall 
would not have had any 
income, which shows what a 
vitally important member of 
our team she was.  It must 
have been a thankless task 
which she was very happy to 
help as she was with so many other 
organisations in the village.  For 
many, many years she also acted as the 
Archivist for the Somborne Society, 
which, being a historical society, is 
perhaps an even more important role 
than the one she fulfilled for us. She 
was never backward in coming 
forward and would always be one of 
the first to volunteer to help on so 
many village events.  She 
kept herself very much in 
the background but with 
her wonderful sense of 
humour and captivating 
smile she was always 
welcome wherever she 
went.  She will be very 
much missed around the 
village. 

During November and 
December the Hall was a 
hive of Covid-19 compliant 
activity with the installation 
of a new state-of-the-art 
audio-visual system. 

Assisted by a grant from Test Valley 
Borough Council, the new system was 
designed and installed by Whitwam 
AV Integration from Winchester. 

A key requirement for the new 
installation was that it had to be highly 
flexible but ultimately easy to use.  
The system encompasses many 
features to simplify the delivery of a 

Over 1km of cable was installed 

Village Hall news 

The projector can be retracted into the ceiling 
when not being used. 
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presentation or lecture by the WI, 
Sisterhood or Somborne Society, 
enhance the experience of watching a 
play or the regular pantomime from 
the Somborne Players and deliver a 
higher quality sound for the live music 
events from the Somborne Sessions.  
In addition, the Ultra High-Definition 
projector, 4.5m screen together with 
the 7.1 surround sound capability will 
enable the creation of a new 
community cinema that will deliver an 
immersive and high-quality experience 
for all ages. 

The Village Hall Management Team 
would like to thank all those who 
contributed to the project with ideas, 
suggestions, supporting letters and 
practical help. In particular I must 
thank Roger Stephens without whose 
expertise we would not have known 
where to begin. We now look forward 
to welcoming everyone to the first 

screening whenever we are able to 
resume community activities at the 
Hall. 

The screen weighs almost 100kg and 
is full of holes! 

As well as this new AV system being 
installed, I am very hopeful that by the 
time you read this the refurbishment of 
the gents toilet will have been 
completed and so we will have a Hall 
of which the whole community can be 
justly proud. 

John Vanderpump 

The 4.50m x 2.5m screen is perfectly matched to the size of the hall. 

Eight loudspeakers around the hall provide stunning 
surround-sound to complement the high-definition pictures. 
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Somborne and 

District Society 

Dear Members, 

Christmas happened and I was unable 
to visit my sons.  I expect that many of 
you had similar disappointments.  
Now we are in full lockdown again but 
your Society will continue to provide 
an almost full programme albeit 
electronically.  Unfortunately, we had 
to miss our traditional Christmas 
dinner and New Year lunch.  Let’s 
hope we will have more luck next year 
end. 

I am sad to report that our archivist 
Val Chapman has passed away.  A 
fuller account of her many 
contributions to King’s Somborne 
activities is included in the Village 
Hall News but I wanted to record our 
appreciation for all the work that she 
did for the Somborne Society. 

At the time of writing, Tricia Silver-
Warner was planning to talk to us 
about Pre-Historic dress but since this 

involved a display of clothes on 
volunteer models it would obviously 
not work on Zoom.  So instead she 
will talk about a former resident of 
King’s Somborne called John Kneller. 
John was a veteran of the Crimean war 
and Tricia will trace his life history on 
Wednesday evening 27th January. 

On 24th February there will be a talk 
on International Shipping by Rory 
Addison.  I foresee big changes in the 
shipping trade but we will see what he 
has to tell us. 

Because of Covid the Quiz planned for 
9th March has been postponed.  It has 
always been a social occasion and so 
Mike felt that it would be better to 
leave it until we can all get together in 
the Village Hall again. 

David St.John 
Chairman 

Up Somborne Carollers do it 

differently 
The tradition of Carol singing in Up 
Somborne to raise monies for 
charities took a different form in 2020 
due to the COVID 19 restrictions.  A 
Christmas card, a tree decoration and 
envelope were put through the door 
of every dwelling asking residents to 
put any donations, should they wish, 
in the envelope to be collected from 
their doorstep.  The Winchester 
Hospice Charity which hopes to open 
a new building in July this year was 

the chosen charity.  I am delighted to 
report that the amount of £370, a 
record, was donated by Up Somborne 
residents and as one Caroller quipped, 
“Maybe they are paying us to not 
sing!”. 
My thanks to all those who helped 
make this such a worthwhile 
achievement. 

Liz Jones  
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King’s Somborne WI 
Sarah, our President, was able to 
welcome seventeen members to our 
first meeting of the New Year, on 13th 
January.  This was very encouraging 
as more and more of our members 
were able to join us on Zoom.  It was 
lovely to see each other and to have a 
chance to wish each other a happy 
2021. 

Sarah then welcomed our guest 
speaker for the evening, Toni Kent. 
Her presentation was entitled “I Need 
A Wife”. Toni entertained us with 
poems she had written with subjects 
as diverse as the difficulty of getting 
tights to fit, recycling bins and riding 
on a tandem.  These were interspersed 
with anecdotal tales based on life in 

the village 
where she 
lived.  I must 
say it did not 
sound anything like our village! 

She finished by explaining why she 
needed a wife – to do all the mundane 
jobs in the house she never gets round 
to and driving her children to their 
various activities.  I am sure we have 
all felt like that from time to time. 

After Sarah had thanked Toni we 
discussed the resolutions and had a 
good chat before the meeting finished. 

Eileen Reynolds 

Home alone? 
If you live alone, it is a good idea to 
make sure that if things go wrong, 
help will come quickly. 

You may feel very healthy and safe, 
but illness and accident can come out 
of the blue. 

• Regular phone calls  Make sure 
you phone a friend or family 
member, or they phone you, 
every day.  It will put their mind 
at rest. 

• Leave a key Make sure your 
friend, family or neighbour has a 
key, or access to a key, so they 
can get into the house to help 
you, or to let in the emergency 
services. 

• Life line  Several 
companies will fit 
a life line alarm 
which you wear 
on your wrist or around your 
neck, so if you need help they 
will get help to you. 

Remember your Street Wardens are 
still there to help with getting 
medicines or food for you and 
hopefully you will soon all have had 
a vaccine.  Gill and I are still here to 
help. 

Gill 388 831 

Sue 388 884 



16  

 

Covid vaccination programme 
Unsurprisingly, the COVID 
vaccination programme is amongst the 
highest enquiries we are receiving 
from patients currently.  At the time of 
writing, 12 January, as a combined 
group of 6 rural practices – Primary 
Care Network – at very short notice 
we have successfully run 2 x network 
COVID vaccination clinics at our 
shared facility at the Holiday Inn near 
Winchester.  We received 2 batches of 
vaccine in 975 Pfizer dose packs – one 
the week beginning 21st December 
2020 and the second clinic during the 
week beginning 4th January 2021.  
Each delivery was equitably split 
between the 6 GP Practices; that 
means only approximately 200 of our 
patients were offered the vaccine each 
time.  All doses were used and none 
wasted. 

At this stage we are asked to vaccinate 
our patients who are aged 80 and over. 
The notice of delivery was very short, 
so for the sessions before Christmas 
we used a combination of post, – 
which was significantly delayed due 
to Christmas pressures – text to 
mobile phone numbers and also direct 
telephone call invitations.  The notice 
for the January delivery was very 
short indeed so our practice staff were 
obliged to telephone patients on our 
list of over 80 year olds to invite and 
book.  This, of course, had an impact 
on telephone traffic and will have 
created difficulties for our patients to 

get through on the telephone, for 
which we can only apologise. 

The reasons for using a large central 
location include: 

• The Pfizer vaccine is delivered in 
975 doses which cannot be 
transported on and which must be 
used within 3.5 days, so large 
numbers of patients must be 
vaccinated in a short time; 

• Patients and staff must be socially 
distanced; 

• Patients have to remain in the 
vaccination room for 15 minutes 
after being vaccinated so they can be 
monitored for any reactions. 

At time of going to print, we do not 
have a date for the next delivery of 
vaccine, although we have received a 
very small number of Astrazeneca 
vaccines to vaccinate our Care Home 
patients and their staff.  Each delivery 
comes with 400 doses of the vaccine 
and again this will need to split across 
the 6 GP practices. 

The priority lists for COVID 
vaccinations can be found on https://
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-vaccination-
care-home-and-healthcare-settings-
posters/covid-19-vaccination-first-
phase-priority-groups - at this early 
stage we are still working through the 
Care Home and over 80 year old 
groups and supply is the only limiting 
factor. 
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With both vaccines - you will need 2 
doses of the vaccine for the best 
immunity - however national guidance 
has increased the interval between the 
two doses. This will be at least 21 days 
but may be up to 12 weeks.  We will 
update you as we know more. 

There is no indication, at this stage, 
that we will be able to vaccinate 
patients at the practice, rather than the 
centrally shared location near 
Winchester, but we will update 
patients if this becomes possible. 

Whilst we fully understand our 
patients’ enthusiasm for being 
vaccinated, please do not call the 
surgery.  The media appears to be 
letting the population know as much as 
we know and, rest assured, we will 
contact you immediately you become 
eligible; ideally by text if we have your 
mobile phone number, or by letter. 
 

Number of Stockbridge 

patients to have received a 

COVID vaccine 
316 patients over the age of 80 have 
received the Pfizer Vaccine up to 10th 
January. 

Winchester Rural North and East 
Primary Care Network (made up of 6 
GP Surgeries - Stockbridge, Gratton, 
Two Rivers, Alresford, West Meon 
and Watercress) have so far received 
1,975 Pfizer vaccines to be shared 
between the patients of our 6 practices. 

Remote consultations 
We are all now in a third national 
lockdown and the infection rates and, 
sadly, death figures are very worrying. 
Consequently, Stockbridge Practice 
will continue to manage patients via 
telephone and video as far as possible 
so as to limit the spread of a dangerous 
virus.  This has been an enormous 

change to the way that both patients 
and clinicians are used to 
communicating and providing and 
receiving healthcare.  We are grateful 
to our patients and staff who adapted 
so quickly to this new – hopefully 
temporary – world. 

In order to ease the pressure on the 
telephone system, we would encourage 
patients with routine enquiries to use 
eConsult via the practice website.  The 
system has inbuilt protections to warn 
patients if it appears that your 
symptoms are more urgent.  This will 
enable patients with urgent clinical 
needs to more easily get through on the 
practice telephones. 

Staff changes 
Dr. Ed Gibbons took a six month 
sabbatical study break to enable him to 
complete his diploma in dermatology. 
He has enjoyed this area of work so 
much, he has decided to return to the 
practice one day a week as a Salaried 
GP (not a partner) to enable him to 
also take up a role in the local hospital 
Dermatology department. 

The practice will recruit a new GP to 
replace the other 4 sessions which Ed 
previously covered and to take on Ed’s 
list of patients.  We will advise in a 
future Newsletter, once a successful 
appointment has been made. 

In the meantime, Dr Laura Watson has 
been diligently caring for Ed’s patients 
and will continue for a short while. 

The practice is also delighted to 
welcome Mrs Ann Spooner as Practice 
Manager.  Ann previously worked at a 
Southampton practice; is experienced 
in practice management and will work 
full time. 

We are sorry to say goodbye to one of 
our Advanced Nurse Practitioners, 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Carla Astles, who has been a very 
important member of our duty team on 
two days a week. Carla leaves to take 
up a new post elsewhere in the NHS. 

Stockbridge is a training practice 
which involves our experienced GP 
Trainer and GPs providing training 
support to trainees in the final stages 
of their GP education – they are 
already qualified doctors but are 
specialising in General Practice.  Our 
trainees change, depending on the 
stage of their training, every 6 or 12 
months.  We are about to welcome Dr 
Nico Rosser who is in his final year 
and will be supported by Dr Walsh and 
the wider practice clinical team.  Dr 
Rosser joins Dr Emma Higgins who is 
our second GP Trainee during 2021.  
Our trainees bring with them current 
thinking in new areas and stimulate 
clinical discussion and learning so are 
a very positive addition to practice 
teams. 

Practice Dispencary 
As you will appreciate, the lead up to 
the extended closures over Christmas 
are always a busy time for G.P. 
practices and this year, with the added 
concerns regarding supplies as a result 
of Brexit, was no exception. As we 
enter a new year, we would request:- 

i) Please ensure you request your next 
medication well before running out – 
ideally 3 - 5 days in advance to enable 
the team time to process your request 
and order the medication; 

ii) Please don’t order more than you 
need and certainly no more than 10 
days before you run out. 

Thank you for your support throughout 
these difficult times and or your kind 
messages and generous Christmas 
gifts. Stay safe 

(Continued from page 17) 

Many of you will know that Phil 
Carr collects and sells books for the 
benefit of the church funds.  During 
lockdown we have lost the normal 
opportunities to buy books from 
Phil’s stall at the summer and 
Christmas markets and Phil’s book 
store has continued growing. 

If you have any favourite authors or 
types of books you might like to own 
please contact Phil on  
philksh@hotmail.co.uk  if you would 
like to receive his stock list, updated 
monthly, or 388656 if you are not 
able to use email.  Prices remain as at 
all the fairs - £1 for hardbacks, 50p 
for paperbacks. 

The books Phil holds consist of  
those suitable for children of all ages 
including GCSE and A level.  He 
also has adults books of many 
varieties including a large range of 
paperback fiction with popular 
authors, non-fiction on a wide range 
of subjects, humorous, travel and 
many other categories. 

Lockdown provides us with a great 
opportunity to read not only old 
favourites but perhaps something 
different. 

Read a book and help your church 

mailto:philksh@hotmail.co.uk
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Flagpole restored 

Recent high winds 
brought the church 
flagpole to the 
ground. 

Thanks to the 
ingenuity and hard 
work of John 
Ingleson, it has now 
been repaired and 
the flag can once 
again be raised aloft. 
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An especially big thank you to the 
wonderful group of ladies who came to 
help make posies and candle 
arrangements and to assemble the 
traditional festive greenery to decorate 
our Church for Christmas 2020.  It is 
remarkable how we have all risen to 
the challenge of trying to maintain 
some normality in our community, 
whilst facing the adversity of the 
Covid-19 infection, and all its 
ramifications. 

Following a very kind offer from 
Judith Evans, a socially distanced, 
undaunted and very determined group 
assembled in the garden of the Crown 
Inn.  There, with great success, we 
managed to socially distance ourselves 
and yet again produce a fabulous 
collection of Christmas decorations for 
the Church. 

Supplied with barrowloads of glorious 
locally-sourced greenery and berries, 
and fuelled with coffee and biscuits, 
the job was accomplished with great 
speed and dexterity.  It was lovely to 
have the opportunity to catch up with 
friends whom we have unusually 

hardly seen during the course of this 
strange year. 

The floral arrangements were easily 
transported on foot across the road to 
be positioned, on Friday 12th.  Then, 
on the Saturday morning, another 
team, “masked and distanced”, helped 
to weave everything together in the 
Church, with the additions of the 
flowers in the porch, the font, the tall 
candlesticks and the pedestal. 

There have been many kind comments 
on just how lovely the Church looked, 
and I do hope that many readers of The 
Gauntlet managed to get the chance to 
visit the Church at some point over 
Christmas and see this for themselves. 

Thanks also to Eileen, Sandie and 
Louise who diligently kept the flowers 
refreshed throughout the Christmas 
Season. 

Happy and Healthy New year wishes 
to everyone.  Here’s hoping that by 
next Christmas we shall be living in 
more normal times. 

Pollyann Monk 

Church Christmas decorations 
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King’s Somborne Messy Church  
Messy Church, too, has moved to Zoom for its monthly 

meet-ups, and it’s been quite a challenge transferring all 

our favourite bits of a “normal” Messy Church session 

onto a small screen.  But we needn’t have worried, as all 

our wonderful Messy Church families have been super-

supportive and joined in with great enthusiasm!  Our 

next Messy Church Live is on 21st March.  If you’d like to 

know more, please look out for our posters around the 

village, or email us on: 

kingssombornemessychurch@gmail.com 

Messy Christingle collection 
for the Children’s Society 

In early December we held an online Christingle service to raise funds for 

the Children’s Society, and I’m delighted to say that our Messy Church 

members collected the fantastic sum of £160.70 for this wonderful 

charity.  Well done and many thanks to all who so generously donated. 

Pam Gravenor 

mailto:kingssombornemessychurch@gmail.com
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From the Parish Registers 
1st November Interment of Ashes April Matthews. 

9th December Funeral Peter Bevan. 

5th December Wedding  Ian Beecham and Mandi Francis. 

19th December Marriage blessing  Julian and Sharon Williams. 

Also: 

26th November Funeral Colin Joyce 
 at the Test Valley Crematorium 

12th January Funeral Valerie Chapman 
 at the Test Valley Crematorium 

The wedding of Mandi and Ian Beecham 
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Roman Catholic Churches 
St Thomas’ Stockbridge 

St Joseph’s Romsey  

St Andrew’s N. Baddesley 

Details of services at RC churches,  see: www.hampshiredowns.org.uk and 
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 

Church services in February 2021 

News from the Methodist Church 
King’s Somborne Methodist Church and the Epworth Hall are currently closed 
until further notice due to the current Coronavirus situation.  Please keep an eye 
on the church noticeboard for any announcements of future re-opening.  This 
year the chapel will have been serving the community here for 150 years, so we 
are hoping things will be a little more normal by the time we celebrate this 
important anniversary in early July! 

In the meantime, we are meeting online via Zoom, together with our friends at 
Wesley Methodist Church, Weeke.  All are welcome to join in these services 
which are friendly and informal, so do please get in touch if you would like 
more information.  

Although not physically meeting together, our congregation is still very much 
here as a praying community, so please let us know if you have any prayer 
requests in these difficult days by phoning Pam on 01794 388531.  

Parish worship during the lockdown 
While the Parish Church is closed for worship during lockdown, we are holding 
online services using Zoom.  So we gather round our screens to ‘meet’ each 
Sunday at 10.00am for Parish Worship, and do most of the things we would do 
in the church building at a Sunday morning service.  If you would like to join in 
on Zoom, and are not yet on our King’s Somborne distribution list, please 
contact me at howard_rowe@btopenworld.com and I will send you the info you 
need.  While this arrangement is working very well, we hope we’ll be able to 
meet back in church again before too long! 

Howard Rowe, Licensed Lay Minister 
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Printed and published by the Parish of Somborne with Ashley, Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
King’s Somborne, Hampshire.  SO20 6PW 

The Licensed Lay Minister has the last word  

Dear friends, 

What are you hoping for in 2021? 

I reckon that nearly all of us will be hoping for a release from Covid.  No more 
lockdown!  We want face-to-face meetings with families and friends!  Hugs!  
Visits to the beach!  Barbecues!  Health! 

The television says that there is hope on the horizon – the vaccine is being rolled 
out.  If you’re one of the people who’ve had your jabs, then you’re probably 
feeling hopeful already.  And the rest of us are looking forward to that feeling of 
hopefulness too! 

Hope.  What a powerful and important thing!  We all need hope, don’t we? 
Lately I’ve been thinking quite a bit about what ‘hope’ is, and what it isn’t. 

Real hope isn’t the same as ‘wishing’.  If I say I hope I win the lottery, that’s not 
real hope, and it doesn’t affect the outcome.  And real hope isn’t the same as 
‘always looking on the bright side of life’, even though a cheerful approach to 
life may be a nice idea. 

The Bible talks quite a bit about hope.  ‘“I know the plans I have for you”, says 
the Lord, “plans for good and not evil, to give you a future and a 
hope”’ (Jeremiah 29:11).  That’s the sort of hope I want - don’t you?  The best 
sort of hope isn’t hope for a particular outcome, it’s hope in someone.  In God 
who has plans for us that are for our good.  The God who yearns to give us a 
future and a hope. 

Hoping in God involves trust.  Hope doesn’t mean that everything will 
automatically work out how we want.  But it does mean that we involve the One 
who has our best interests at heart in our future. 

So if ever you feel ‘hopeless’, I invite you to put your hope for the future in the 
hands of God. 

‘May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ (Romans 15:13) 

 
Howard Rowe, Licensed Lay Minister 
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LOCAL 
TUTOR 
Maths KS2 

English KS2 
English GCSE 
Sarah Seymour PGCE 

Experienced and DBS checked 
01794 389610 
0783 3300504 

*100% COVID safe 
Video sessions available!*  

HANDYMAN 
Home and Garden 

Maintenance and improvements 

• Painting and decorating 

• General repairs and improvements  

• Fencing 

• Brickwork 

• Shed roofs and repairs etc. 

(Liability Insured) 

Tel: Chris Johnson 01794 399917 

mobile: 07716 666610 

Email:  chris3johnson@ymail.com 

To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 

To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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CROSS STORES AND POST OFFICE 
News agent       National Lottery        Off licence 

 
Shop: 01794 336555 
7.30-7.00 Monday-Friday 
8.00-7.00 Saturday 
9.00-1.00 Sunday 

Post Office: 01794 388341 
9.00-5.30 Monday-Friday 
9.00-12.30 Saturday 

We are a family owned traditional Post Office, Newsagents, off licence, and 
convenience store.  We stock fresh bread, milk, fruit and vegetables, frozen 
foods, stationery and gifts, winter fuels and BBQ fuels, a bit of almost 
everything really! 

 See our Facebook page for local news and events: 
www.facebook.com/crossstoresltd 

http://www.facebook.com/crossstorestld
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To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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alasdaircox@googlemail.com 
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To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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01962 776010 

www.WinchesterGP.com 
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To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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TW Glazing and 

Window Repairs 
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 

Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

Promotional Video/DVD’s 
Birthdays, Anniversaries 
 
DVD Production 
VHS tapes transferred to DVD 
WEBSITE VIDEO PRODUCTION 
- edited video clips to bring your 
website alive 

      CALL MARTIN ON 
For a Professional Service:  01794388668 

     EMAIL: ONCUEVIDEO@GMAIL.COM 

AUNT SALLY’S PANTRY  
Homemade afternoon Teas Lunches and Picnics  

Delivered to you locally  
Packages include:  Sandwiches, savouries, scones, jam and cream   

Home made cakes 

Call us on 07852922201        Follow us on Facebook 

We can also supply everything for your vintage garden party  
including vintage crockery and props, children's vintage games and Candy Floss  

Cakes made to order  

Aunt Sally's Pantry of Chilbolton  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/



