SOMBORNE
and District Society

Winter 2019

Newsletter 165

Somborne & District Society

Contacts
President
Terry Mackintosh
Secretary
Janet Ingleson

Chairman
David St John
Editor
David Pennington
Snowdrop Cottage
Winchester Road
King's Somborne SO20 6NY
davidpennington1250@gmail.com

DPA 2018 – GDPR Data Policy
What personal data we collect
The Somborne & District Society collects
personal data from its members comprising
name, address, email address and telephone
number. Occasionally other personal data
may be collected from sources such as
attendance lists at events, documentation of
personal achievement and publication
awards, and records of sales including
publications.

What we will do with the data
The Society will use this data to send
members its quarterly Newsletter, and
managing events and meetings. We may
also use it to send you mailings relating to
news.

We may also use your information for data
analysis so that we can monitor membership
numbers and location. We do not share
your data with other organisations.

How we will store the data
The Society will store your data on a
database held by our membership secretary
and used in accordance with the Society’s
data protection policy.

Historical Data
The Society may also hold historical data for
its historical research purposes.
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Chairman’s Letter
We have again enjoyed an interesting and enjoyable programme of lectures
and events this year including the annual picnic in John and Doreen’s garden
and a visit to Farley House and Church. The latest event at the time of writing
was a stage performance of Chaucer’s timeless and sometimes bawdy
Canterbury Tales. Cleverly updated to our century, written by Vera Hughes
and performed by her and David Weller. Thanks to the expert efforts of Nola
Mackintosh and her tireless helpers the show was accompanied by a
delicious meal preceded by mulled wine and ending with mince pies.
Altogether a splendid evening.
We now look forward to the customary Christmas Dinner which this year was held at The
Boot Inn in Houghton on 10th December.
We enter the new year with a complete committee and I would like to express my
gratitude to them all for doing the leg work involved in keeping the records, paying the
bills and in putting the programme together and arranging the events and visits. We
always need new ideas and welcome anyone who has suggestions for our activities.
The first event in 2020 will be our New Year lunch which will again be at Keats restaurant
on 9th January. I will miss that one because I will be visiting families overseas. Contact
John Green (388353) to put your name down and collect the menu choice sheet.
Now some more items to put in your new diaries. On 22nd January Mike Reynolds, a
former Chairman of the Somborne Society, will give us a talk on the Life and Legacy of
Andreas Palladio and on 26th February there will be a talk on King Alfred by Don
Bryan.
The President’s Lecture on March 10th will be given by Mark Wilson on Faberge and
the second lecture in March will be on the 25th and will feature Colin van Geffen on
Calshot.
That’s enough advance news for the time being. All that remains is for me to wish you
all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Exciting New Year.

David St.John
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Editorial
We hoped you enjoyed something a little different at the Chaucer and Chicken
evening. I did (suffered) the Pardoner’s Tale at school, so it was good it was
cleaned up a bit, if only a bit! In the same exam also had Macbeth, which was
on in Stockbridge, so I expect the third book of my Eng-Lit (selected) O-level,
“The Arms and the Man” to appear next year. Others in my year did the Tale of
Two Cities, the first lines of which are currently running in the BT TV advert.
David Pennington
davidpennington1250@gmail.com
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Palladio
Wednesday 22nd January 2020
8 p.m. in the Village Hall
ANDREAS PALLADIO
His Life and Legacy
Mike Reynolds will give an illustrated talk on the great Renaissance
architect and his influence on building design around the world.
Mike Reynolds

South Wing, Wilton House, by Inigo Jones
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A Millstone in Ashley.
Following last time’s article on the Brown’s Milling Machine, Terry MacIntosh
sent the following picture of a Milestone in Ashley, he writes “….
A photo of the millstone which for years has been outside the bungalow at
Ashley Glebe farm and I wondered if it might be a similar one as those used in
the corn grinder.

Milestone and Saddle Stone.
Interestingly, Katie Gilbert, in her Ashley book (pg 148), has a review of the
1841 census with a Charles Brown coming “from outside the parish (Little
Somborne) to marry an Ashley woman.” Charles, with his wife Elizabeth, and
mother in law Sarah Rumbold are one of the three families living in the triple
cottage, now known as Little Thatches.
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Musical Entertainment in King’s Somborne: The 1930’s
and 40’s
In Newsletter 164, I wrote about nine mainly amateur musical groups which
visited our village in the first 20 years of last century to entertain parishioners
and to raise funds for local charitable organisations. Almost all of the
information came from the parish magazine but after WW1, most similar reports
suddenly ceased, re-emerging in the early 1930’s. The reason for this is not
clear as the monthly magazine was still all the work of the Revd Theophilus
who was our vicar 1915 to 1935.
The style of musical entertainment changed enormously in the intervening
years. Dance bands grew in popularity and the music became less formal with
the coming of jazz and dance crazes. The story continues.
In 1933, the village acquired its first council houses whilst the butcher’s shop
opposite Parsonage Farm burned down and had to be demolished. It is
perhaps surprising that the village formed the King’s Somborne Symphony
Orchestra, about which little has been written. However, in February, it played
to those attending the annual church meeting earlier in the evening. It was led
by Mrs Elliott who was greeted by prolonged applause after each item.
Refreshments were served at the interval. On the 26th April, it played at “Ye
Olde English Fayre” which was held in the village hall jointly with four other
local parishes. The King’s Somborne Women’s Institute Choir sang two
glees and there were piano duets and several solo singers. Two months later
the symphony orchestra was described as “Much improved” (indicating that its
earlier performances left much to be desired?) when it played at the vicarage
garden fete “Due to the addition of some first class drums” said the vicar. In
the evening, The Braishfield Brass Band also played for dancing but the
symphony orchestra closed the evening with the National Anthem. 450
villagers attended. Clearly, the orchestra was still playing in 1937 when it sent
a “detachment” to the Hampshire Rural Music School Festival in Romsey
where it played in the Orchestral Class. It had been practicing every Tuesday
evening in the vicarage and advertised in the parish magazine for more
musicians to join.
In November 1935, the Hampshire Chronicle reported a series of fortnightly
dances which were being held in the village hall. Music was provided on each
occasion by Harold Parsons’ Dance Band which travelled from Southampton.
The events were very successful because they included a ‘spot dance’ where
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a prize is awarded to the couple under the roving spotlight when the music
stops. There was also a ‘card dance’ but my memory fails me. Can any
member assist?
In February 1919, a local branch of the Women’s Institute was founded and by
the early 1930’s it had formed the King’s Somborne Women’s Institute Choir
under the direction of Mrs Southwell who organised regular rehearsals.
Reports of the choir are sparse, apart from the glees sung at the Fayre
mentioned above. However, a parish paper published in March 1937 confirms
that it entered the Andover Musical Festival and was placed second, although
it did not receive many points despite there being a fair number of entries.
Clearly this encouraged members to practice and re-enter again the following
year when the choir was conducted by Sir Adrian Boult (who founded the BBC
Symphony Orchestra) and won the challenge cup. The King’s Somborne
Women’s Institute also had a percussion band about the same time. The choir
also sang at the Hampshire Music School Festival in 1937 along with the village
symphony orchestra. To mark its diamond anniversary in 1969, an evening of
light entertainment was staged when a recently formed WI choir sang four
songs.
During the 1930’s and 40’s, odd reports confirm that a number of groups were
formed here and in nearby villages which visited each other to provide
entertainment. The Braishfield Brass Band is recorded as having played in
King’s Somborne on only two occasions. One was for dancing at the vicarage
garden fete in July 1933 and one for leading the parade on Hospital Sunday in
August. Furthermore, it was reported that The Wallops Band “Always played
in the King’s Somborne Hospital Sunday parade” in the 1930’s. In August
1937, the band shared the honour with the Michelmersh Silver Band at the
annual parade.
Syncopated rhythms became popular in the early 1930’s whereby the strong
beat became weak and vice versa (e.g. “Out-of-sync” means “off-beat”). This
was probably when Mrs Elliott formed The King’s Somborne Syncopated
Toy Band. It certainly played at the annual summer fete in June 1933 and at
a concert organised by the Nursing Association in October. At this time, the
annual meetings of the King’s Somborne Parochial Church Council were
joyous occasions because a social evening followed the annual general
meeting. In February 1934, the band provided the entertainment and played
music for dancing. There were 160 enrolled electors (about 106 now) who
attended plus a number of “gate-crashers” causing the vicar to comment that
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“The band is now an established attraction”. It accompanied Mr William
“Shinar” Wren, when he entertained on stage. Unfortunately, there are no
further reports of the activities of the band.
In 1935, the village commemorated the Silver Jubilee of King George I and
Queen Mary and a dance was held in the village hall at which the King’s
Somborne Ladies Dance Band played. No further information.
In 1937, the year the copper beech trees were planted on the village green,
The Somborne Songsters were formed and their first performance took place
in the village hall, just before Christmas. It was produced by Mrs Chapman,
wife of The Revd Charles Sidney Chapman, our vicar 1935 to 1941. Singers
were the Misses B Horniblow and M Boyce together with Messrs J Henley, R
Lee, J McLoughlin and W Barker and were accompanied on the piano by Miss
J Ward. The ladies wore “Radiant costumes” illuminated by coloured lights and
the programme included “Hill-Billy” tunes and comedy song, as well as
traditional songs including “The Yeoman of England”. A young Ken Tull played
Heykin’s Serenade and Barcarolle from The Tales of Hoffman on the solo
violin. The only other report of the group was in February 1938 when it
entertained for an hour at the annual general meeting of the King’s Somborne
Parochial Church Council. This was followed by dancing until midnight to the
visiting Melody Makers Dance Orchestra whose fee was paid by the vicar, he
reported.
It is perhaps surprising that the well known Michelmersh Silver Band does
not appear to have been a regular visitor in the 1930’s. In those days, it was
named the Michelmersh Prize Band and had been founded in 1887 by the
Rector, the Revd Barrington Gore-Brown. Its first appearance was at a
temperance society tea party held in the garden of the Rectory (now
Michelmersh Court). By 1908, support had waned so the Rector was
persuaded to allow drinking when not on band duty which increased
membership. During WW1, the band ceased. It lost ten of its bandsmen in
action but started again in 1920. In May 1933, the band played on King’s
Somborne village green one evening but the event was marred by the
behaviour of the younger people in the audience about which there were many
complaints.
In 1934, The Romsey Musical Fellowship staged a “musical treat” in the
village hall in aid of the District Nurse. Conductor, Mr C G Tryham ARCM,
LRAM, ARCO came from Southampton but was disappointed to find the hall
only half full. Along with his orchestra came soloists and a choir, all of whom
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gave their services free of charge. They were thanked by Mrs Milburn of
Compton Manor on behalf of the King’s Somborne Nursing Association.
During WW2 it became common for villagers, mainly women, to organise social
events in the absence of their menfolk. In 1941, The King’s Somborne
Recital Group sang in church on Sunday afternoons in May and June to
bolster church funds. Singers were Mrs Hunt, Miss Eden, Mr Roberts and
Gerald Hinkley, together with a trio of Mrs Baker, Miss Baker and Mr Potter.
The eight recitals raised £17/-/-.
Just before Christmas in 1944, The RAF Music Circle arranged for music
lovers to listen to recordings of classical music in the vicarage room, (opposite
Snowdrop Cottage in the Cross) on several occasions and more followed in
the New Year due to their popularity.
It is of interest to note that Mr Bonovia, the music critic for the Daily Telegraph,
lived in the village until December 1946 when he left for London. He lived in
Winchester Road in a house named “Fifties” which has since been renamed
“The White House”.

Bibliography
King’s Somborne parish magazines: 1920 to 1946: Somborne & District
Society
Newsletters 111, 114 and 145: Somborne & District Society
Andover Advertiser: 2 Feb 1934 and 30 March 1934
Southern Daily Echo: 3 Sept and 19 Dec 1937 and 5 Feb 1938
Pollock, Mary: KSWI Jubilee year souvenir: 1969
Hampshire Chronicle: 1 July 1933, 2 Sept 1933, 28 Oct 1933 and 16 November
1935
Pollock, Mary: The Somborne timeline
Discussion with Gordon House: 20 March 2017
King’s Somborne parish papers 2 & 3: 1937: Somborne & District Society
The Horniblow archive: Somborne & District Society
Romsey & District Society newsletter no.128
Gordon Pearson
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Sir Thomas O.M. Sopwith at Compton Manor.
A world leader in aviation with links to the Sombornes”

This is the sub-title of a new Somborne & District Society publication just released
30 years after the death of the subject.
The 36 page colour, illustrated booklet has been compiled by Robin Gunter and
Norman Denison. It comprises a time line of the most important events and
people in Sir Thomas’s life complemented by a brief family history and record of
his time whilst here in the Sombornes.
Priced at £3.50 it is available now from Committee members of the Somborne
Society and also Cross Stores

Buried treasure: Theft!
The law on Treasure Trove has been expanded in recent months. Failing to
declare a find of an object made from precious metal to the local Coroner is an
offence under the 1996 Treasure Act.
Typically, the find is reported to the National Museums for evaluation of
historical importance and also to value. If declared treasure, (treasure trove is
the old common law term), an award to the value is made to the finder, tenant
and landowner.
Two detectorists made an important find near Leominster in Herefordshire, but
decided to keep the find private. They then started to sell some of the coins,
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these coins were so rare and important that they came to attention of the
authorities. The coins showed the King of Mercia in the time of Alfred the Great,
and the Great Viking Army raids. So possibly a Viking horde from a raid on a
nearby Abbey. Some coins showed “two emperors”, King Alfred and Ceolwulf
II of Mercia, dated in to 878. Among the coins were also some beautiful
jewellery, which might be a nice Christmas present.

If declared, they would have shared the reward, but instead they in effect
defrauded the owners of the land. They were charged with theft. Aggravating
the offence, in the eyes of the law, was their defence claim that they had only
found a few coins, which they had shown to the Welsh National Museum. The
police had found pictures on their phones showing a larger haul, with a value
estimated from £3m to 12m.
So as the judge said, instead of collecting a substantial sum, they were
imprisoned for 10 and 8 years. Their coin dealers were also convicted of
conspiracy and received lesser sentences, but still 5 years. The defendants
were also found guilty under the Treasure Act.
Most of the horde is still missing, and a “Proceeds of Crime” determination will
take place later.
Gaurdian & Telegraph Online 21-22/11/19 and other outlets
David Pennington
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Mill and Barker Family
In Newsletter 159 (June 2018) I looked at the Sandys family who owned
Mottisfont and the surrounding estates. The family Barony was retrieved by
the Worcestershire branch, the Hill’s, after the upheavals of the Civil War. Now
to look at the Mills family. See the attached family trees.
The Mill family were Baronets, hereditary knights, so Sirs rather than Lords.
Like many families, the eldest son was named after the father, and the daughter
the mother, so tracing the who or what can get confusing, there are lots of John
Mills Bt.
In the reign of Henry VIII, a John Mill married Catherine, daughter and heir of
Sir Roger Lewknor of Camios Court in Sussex, near Haywards Heath. Their
son Lewknor Mill married Cicely Crook from Southampton and their son,
another John Mill was created Baronet in 1619. Sir John Mill was an MP and
inherited among other manors Fullerton. He first married Elizabeth More of
Loseley Park, and secondly Anne Fleming, daughter of the Lord Chief Justice.
His son, also Sir John, was knighted at the Siege of Oxford, but died after being
imprisoned by William Waller from Andover, who was also the commander at
the Battle of Cheriton in 1644, where Lord Henry Sandys of the Vyne was
killed.
Henry’s daughter Margaret married John’s son, who succeeded to the
Baronetcy on the death of his Grandfather, and his son inherited Mottisont on
the death of Margaret’s last brother Edwin in 1670.
Their son, the 3rd Baronet was high sheriff for Southampton in 1685 and
married Margaret, heir of Thomas Grey of Woolbeding.
The 4th baronet (also John) was succeeded by his brother Richard who we see
in the 1743 Paulet St John Map of the village as owning many houses in the
centre of the village, and also where noted, strips next to the Paulet St John‘s
allocation in the village’s four fields. Here we see Sir Richard Mill as owner of
Snowdrop Cottage and other cottages. Sir Richard was High Sheriff in 1723.
His son, also Sir Richard, was MP for Southampton but “only” having
daughters, was succeeded in turn by all three of his brothers, two having taken
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holy orders, and being the vicars of two of the family estates, Henry at
Woolbeding and Charles Mill here in Kings Somborne. The third brother Sir
John Mill-Hoby having taken the name of his cousin in compliance with Sir Philip
Hoby’s will. His aunt, Elizabeth Mill having married Sir Thomas Hoby of
Somerby.

Extract from Paulet St John Estate Map 1734.
The Rev Sir Charles Mill had two children, Charles and Mary. When the
younger Charles died in 1835 the Mill Baronetcy expired.
Mary had married first captain Steven Popham and then the John Barker Esq of
Wareham. Their son was the Rev John Barker who was also vicar here in Kings
Somborne. In 1838 John Barker became Sir John Barker-Mill of Mottisfont.
Sir John Barker Mill died in 1860 and his wife Jane in 1884. At which point the
Mottisfont estate was inherited by a cousin, Marianne.
Marianne was born Marianne Ibbotson, and married William Vaudrey in 1872.
William died in 1887. They lived at Eyling, near Totton. In 1905 Marianne
changed her family name to Vaudrey-Barker-Mill. Their son William Claude
Frederick was killed during the First World War.
His son, Peter Claude Vaudrey Barker Mill is listed as the seller of Snowdrop
Cottage in 1958. Peter died in 1994. The Barker-Mill estate is still an important
land owner in the region, Peter’s children are still involved in the running of the
family trusts.
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Mills of Camios Court, Sussex
John Mill
= Catherine Lewknor
Lewknor Mill
= Cicely Crook
[1] Sir John Mill MP {Bart in 1619} d 1648
= Anne Fleming

5th Baron Col Henry Sandys
d 1644

Sir John Mill d 1645
=Philadelphia Knollys
[2] Sir John Mill d 1670

8th Baron Edwin Sandys

= Margaret Sandys

of Mottisfont d 1684

[3] Sir John Mill 1661-1687 High Sheriff 1685
Margaret=Robert
Knollys

= Margaret Grey of Woolbeding

[4] Sir John Mill

[5] Richard Mill MP, High Sheriff 1690-1760

Elizabeth=Sir Thomas
Hoby

1681-1706

=Margaret Knollys of Grove Place

Philadelphia

[6] Sir Richard Mill
MP 1717-1770
[7] John Hoby Mill
1719-1780

[8] Rev Sir Henry
Mill d 1781
[9] Rev Sir Charles
Mill d 1792

Margaret
Philaldelphia
Elizabeth
Mary
Martha
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The Barker Mills Family 1800-1994

[9] Rev Sir Charles

John Barker of
Wareham

Mill LLB d 1792

[10] Sir Charles Mill
d1835

Mary Mill-= 1) Capt. Popham

William Barker

= 2) John Barker

Rev John Barker

Giles Diston Barker

Later Sir John Barker Mill
1803-1860

1785-1809
Marianne = Frederick Ibbotson

Marianne Ibbotson b1846
= William Vaudrey 1813-1887

Mill of Camios, Bart.
Arms: Parted per Fess, Argent and Sable,
a pale counterchanged, three bears, 2&1,
Saliant, muzzled and chained, Or.
Crest: A demi bear, as in the Arms.
Motto: Aides Dieu.

Later Mrs Vaudrey Barker Mill
d1932
Capt. William Claude V.B.M
1874-1916 = Hon Mary
Brenda Collins

Peter C V Barker Mill
1908-1994

“A genealogical and heraldic history of the extinct and dormant baronetcies of
England” John Burke 1888, Google Books
David Pennington
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Society Publications
The School: The Ongoing Legacy of a School Founder and
Education Innovator
by Josephine Finch

£5.00

Richard Dawes: Education pioneer and Dean of Hereford –
Family, Friends and Legacy.
By Norman Denison 2017

£6.50

Celebrating Somborne Hardback
A History of King’s Somborne Paul Marchant (Ed) 1989

£6.00

The History of Ashley Village

Kate Gilbert 1992

£4.00

NEW Sir Thomas Sopwith
Robin Gunter & Norman Denison
Seven Walks Around The Countryside of King’s Somborne
Joy Hunt, Steve Rake and George Upton
Two Walks Around the Village of King’s Somborne
Keith Chapman and Gordon Pearson
The History of The Crown Inn (new Revised 3rd Edition)
Gordon Pearson
The Folks Who Lived on The Hill (The Johnson family of
Marsh Court)
Mary Pollock
Pigskin and Silk (The Story of the Stockbridge Races)
Mary Pollock
The 6th Bell and Other Stories – Somborne Memories
Mary Pollock (Ed)
Deep Flowed the Som – Collected Poetry

£3.50

Booklets
£4.00
£1.50
£4.50
£2.00
£4.00
£3.50
£1.50

Electronic Media.
The Parish Records of King’s Somborne CDROMs
Baptisms, Burials & Marriages 1700 – 1971

£6.00 each
or Online

Low Stock - Loan Copy available
Illustrating Somborne
A photographic history (1992)

Somborne Remembers, World War I
Mary Pollock and Norman Denison

A History of Up Somborne and
Rookley. Gordon Pearson (2016)
A Year in the Life of Somborne
DVD filmed by Bill Sutton

King’s Somborne Farmers’ Club
The Founding of King’s Somborne
Working Men’s Club
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Programme of Meetings
22nd January 2020 7.30 pm

Life and legacy of Andreas Palladio
Mike Reynolds

26th February 2020 7.30 pm

In the footsteps of King Alfred Old Minister to Hyde Abbey
Don Bryan

10th March 2020

7.30 pm

Faberge
Mark Wilson

25th March 2020

7.30 pm

Calshot – a place in time
Colin van Geffen

Publications

New

New
Sir Thomas O.M. Sopwith at Compton Manor
By Robin Gunter & Norman Denison

Illustrated booklet, 36 colour pages, comprising a time line of the most
important events and people in Sir Thomas’s life complemented by a brief
family history and record of his time whilst here in the Sombornes.
£3.50
Richard Dawes: Education pioneer and Dean of Hereford – Family,
Friends and Legacy.
By Norman Denison
This book tells the story of Richard Dawes (1793-1867), his origins in the
Dales of Yorkshire; his own schooling and further education, his wedding and
the couple’s arrival in the village where he opened the school. The details of
his wife’s early life, beginning in what is now Prince Edward Island, Canada
and their subsequent life together in Hereford are included.
Price £6.50 (+1.50pp)
Published by the Somborne & District Society (Register Charity No.276385)
Founded in 1978

