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Emma Wightman and associate 
osteopaths. 

• Massage & Reflexology 

• Pilates, 1 to 1 and small group 

• Homeopathy 

• Nutrition 

 

Email: les@dtegm.co.uk 

www.dtegm.co.uk 
Eldon Road, Braishfield, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0PT 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
Seasoned hardwood from 

managed woodland in 
Little Somborne 

Available in 200 litre bags or  
1000 litre truck loads 

Free delivery for local customers 

Tel: 01264 811362 

Email: 
peter@lazilandsfarms.co.uk 

LES SMITH PLASTERING 

CONTRACTOR 
Family run business 

Over 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Fully insured 

TELEPHONE ROMSEY 

07798 905087 
07951 818499 
For a free estimate 

farmerles@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke, built-in furniture 

Wardrobes, Bookcases, Media / Alcove units, 
Kitchens, Shelves, Cupboards etc. 

Free design and quote. 

Call Mark on: 07961 979429 
 or: 01794 301728 

testvalleyjoinery.co.uk 

Hampshire Rural Management Ltd 
hantsrmltd@gmail.com                 07730099611 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.hampshireruralmanagementltd.co.uk 

Estate Maintenance Stump Grinding 

Hedge Cutting Woodland Maintenance 

Gate Posts & Gates Paddock Topping 

Hedge & Tree Planting Groundworks 

Agricultural & Equestrian Fencing Garden Fencing 

Best Friends  

Dog Grooming & Canine Care 
Based locally in King’s Somborne 

A relaxed caring and friendly service with  
pick-up and drop-off if required 

Fully Insured 

City & Guilds Qualified 

Please contact us to discuss your requirements or make a booking 

Tel 07584 208 201 

Email: dogs.bestfriend@aol.co.uk 

mailto:dogs.bestfriend@aol.co.uk
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Richard Penfold 

Local Firewood Supplier 

High quality seasoned logs produced by ourselves from locally sourced 
timber cut from well managed and sustainable woodlands.  Dry stored, 

delivered dry and available throughout the year. 

Telephone: 01794 389603     Mobile: 079000 61158 

Email: richard@woodlandfirewood.co.uk 

www.woodlandfirewood.co.uk 

Stretch and Tone at 
IYENGAR YOGA CLASSES 

suitable for all levels of experience 

Carolyn Ryan   01794 388743    ryan_carolyn@hotmail.com  

King’s Somborne   (Mon & Thurs am, Tues pm)  

Houghton (Mon pm & Fri am) 

Sherfield English (Weds am) 

Romsey (Weds & Thurs pm) 

 

CALL PAUL ON 07886 361791 
OR EMMA ON 07920 289341 

To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 
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COUNSELLING 
For Adults, Teenagers and Parents 

Many things can lead people to counselling.  Whatever your reasons, I 

offer confidential, non-judgemental counselling, which will allow you to be 

fully heard and understood.  This means you can make more sense of 

your experiences and feelings and can find some relief from distress or 

make changes and if appropriate learn ways to ‘self-soothe’. 

Currently I am able to offer phone counselling. 

I am also a qualified supervisor and mindfulness coach and both are available 
over the phone too. 

I am a senior BACP accredited counsellor, supervisor and clinical lead 
with over 15 years experience.  

My normal practice is in a rural location and we can use nature 
as part of the therapy and healing. 

When lockdown is over I will be offering a mindfulness course at reasonable rates. 

For all enquiries call 07768637207 and leave a message 
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 Parish Church  

For all enquiries please call  
the church office number:        01794 328034 
Vicar:  
Rev. Richard Burningham       01794 389555 
vicarstpeterandstpaulks@outlook.com  

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Howard Rowe 
Sabine Burningham 

 
01794 388400 
01794 389555 

Wardens:  
Joan Appleyard 
joanappleyard@aol.co.uk 

01794 388224 

Janet Ingleson 
janetoingleson@gmail.com 

01794 388618 

Parish Secretary:  
JulianWilliams   
admstpeterandstpaulks@outlook.com  

PCC Secretary:      
David Pye 

 
01794 388405 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Sec:  

Claire Bevan 01794 341923 

Flowers: Penny Ward 01794 389649 

Methodist Church  

Minister:  
Revd Ruth Fry  01962 882828   

Steward:  Pam Gravenor 01794 388531 

Roman Catholic Churches  
Hampshire Downs parish       01962 852804 

St Swithun Wells parish         02380 273882 

Village Hall  

Bookings: Sarah Pennington  01794 389354 
(tel. after 7.30pm please) or email 
vhbookings@thesombornes.org.uk 

Epworth Hall  

Bookings: Marion Downing     01794 
388121   marion.downing@virgin.net  

Doctors   

Stockbridge surgery 01264 810524 

www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk  

Broughton surgery 01794 301210 

Pharmacy  

Stockbridge Pharmacy 01264 810624 

Schools   

Somborne Pre-School 
King’s Somborne School     
Test Valley School 

07530 893773 
01794 388381 
01264 810555 

Police  

Action Fraud 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 

0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111   

Police non-emergency 
www.hampshire.police.uk 

101 

 
Police emergency 999 

Parish Council  

Clerk: Mrs Gail Foster           01264 782490 

clerk@kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Tony Ward 01794 389649 

County Councillor  

Andrew Gibson 01264 861138 

Member of Parliament  

Caroline Nokes MP 020 7219 1468 

caroline.nokes.mp@parliament.uk 

Local Authority 

Test Valley B C                      01264 368000 

Village Correspondent 
Position vacant  

Village Website    

www.thesombornes.org.uk  

The Gauntlet  

Editor: Harvey Saunders 01794 388029 

Advertising: Sue Byram 01794 388521 

Distribution: Lin Curtis  01794 389373 

Please deliver articles for The Gauntlet 
to  thegauntletmag@hotmail.com  

or The Post Office.   

Copy date is no later than 5.00pm on 
the 15th of the month please. 

See our colour online edition  
at the village website (see above) 

Useful names and numbers 

mailto:vicarstpeterandstpautks@outlook.com
mailto:joanappleyard@aol.co.uk
mailto:janetoingleson@gmail.com
mailto:admstpeterandstpaulks@outlook.com
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Allotments 
Contact:  ksallotments@gmail.com 
Lisa Johnson                 07796175875 

Badminton Club 
Monday evenings in the Village Hall 
Contact: Sue Jackson           01794 388884 

Bellringing 
Every Monday 7.30 - 9.00pm. 
Contact: Sue Spurling          01794 388266 

Catherine Edwards Trust 
Provides grants to village students 
Contact: David Bevan          07769 682696 

Computer and Coffee mornings 
First and third Thursday every month 
10.00am - 12.00 at the Village Hall.  Hands
-on support and advice for all ages and 
experience on using internet, email etc. 
Free coffee, tea and biscuits. 
Contact: John Davies            01794 389544 

Cricket Club 
Contact: Rachel King           07809 289861  

Christians Together in Somborne 

and District 
Welcome all to open and ecumenical 
meetings and services throughout the year. 
Contact: Barbara Heffer       01794 389126 

Community Responders 
Contacts: Lesley Everard-Evans  
            01794 388991 

Dial-a-Ride 
Trips to Romsey every Wednesday, for 
senior citizens and disabled people, at 
2.00pm.  Fare £3.75. 
Contact:  Dick or Zoe           01264 356808 

Drop In Coffee Morning 
Coffee morning at the Epworth Hall.  
Every Tuesday (except the second in the 
month) at 10.30am. 
Contact:  Marion Downing   01794 388121 
 

Epworth Lunch 
Lunch for over 50s at the Epworth Hall.  
On the second Tuesday in the month at 
12.30pm. 
Contact:  Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Friends of King’s Somborne Church 
Contact: Sandie Pepperell 01794 388021 

Football Club 
Contact: Andy Gannaway    01794 388733 

Footpath walk 
Monthly walk on Parish footpaths on the 
last Sunday of each month.  Check the 
Village Diary or village website for details. 
Contact: Duncan Gould        01794 388049 

French Twinning Association 
Contacts: Louise & Andrew Causer   
           01794 389364  

Garden waste scheme 
Garden waste will be collected in w/c 13th 
and 27th July 2020. 

Home Group 
Bible study group.  Usually third 
Thursdays of the month at 7.30pm. 
Contact:  Norman Denison   01794 388889 

Horticultural Society 
Meets for two talks and one visit per year 
and organises the Flower Show  
Secretary:                            Position vacant 
Flower Show Secretary: Lisa Johnson  

07796 175875 

Household waste 
Non-recyclable household waste (black 
bins) will be collected in w/c 13th and 27th 
July 2020. 

Recyclable household waste (brown bins) 
will be collected in w/c 6th and 20th July 
2020.   

Messy Church 
Meets 3rd Sunday of each month in term 
time, 3.30pm - 5.30pm at Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Pam Gravenor      01794 388531 
     Sam Barnes           07742 077114 

 

Village Directory  
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Neighbourcare  
Transport to essential appointments. 
Contacts: Sue Jackson , Mary Bradley 
07470022396 

Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Informal friendly get-together for babies, 
pre-school children, parents and carers. 
Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.15am in the 
Village Hall.  
Contacts: Emily                    07825 867825 
                 Katie                     07525 257031 

Prayer Group 
Contact: Dulcie Witts           01794 388267 

School Association 
Social and fund-raising events to benefit 
the school and its pupils. 
Contact: Andy Chadwick     01794 389587 

Scouts 
Beavers           Wednesdays  6.00pm 
Cubs                               Thursdays  6.00pm 
Contact:  Wendy Jarvis         01794 389552 

Somborne & District Society 
Meetings held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 8.00pm, usually in the 
Village Hall. 
Contact: Janet Ingleson         01794 388618 

Somborne Needleworkers 
Meet each Thursday at 2.00pm at 
Nutcher’s, 3 Nutcher’s Drove.  
Contact: Sally Wilson           01794 388675 

Somborne Players 
Amateur Dramatics Society. For both 
children and adults.  
Contact: Ellie Monger          01794 388283 

Sombornes Pre-School  
Early Years education for children aged 
from 2 to school age. 
Contact: Rebecca Hunt         07530 893773 

Somborne Sessions 
Details: www.sombornesessions.co.uk 
Contact: Trevor Ryan           01794 388743 

Somborne Singers 
Weekly meetings to sing ballads, songs 
from shows etc. every Tuesday at 7.45pm 
in the Parish Church. 
Contact: Howard Rowe        01794 388400 

Somborne Sisterhood W I  
Meets on the first Friday of each month at 
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Contact: Natalie  

sombornesisterhood@gmail.com 

Tiny Tots 
Meet in the Parish Church each Tuesday at 
2.15pm– 3.15pm.  
Contact:  Katie Dynes    07525257031 

Village Agent 
Contacts: Sue Jackson          01794 388884 

     suejackson884@icloud.com 
     Gill  Butler          01794 388831 

gillnorris@sequitur.eu.com 

Women’s  Fellowship 
Meets on the  fourth Friday of each month 
at 2.30pm in the Epworth Hall. 
Contacts: Marion Downing  01794 388121 
                 Marilyn Bolton     01794 389356 

Women’s Institute 
Meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Contact: Linda Aucock        01794 388542 

Working Men’s Club 
Various entertainments.  
Contacts: Trina Masham       07852 257596 

Village Directory (continued) 

This month’s edition of The Gauntlet 

was edited by Harvey Saunders 
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Emergency situation 

Coronavirus — Covid 19 
If you are self-isolating or shielding, do you need help? 

or 

Can you volunteer to offer help? 

Contact your Village Agents:  

Sue on 01794 388884   

Gill on 01794 388831 

Just give us a call and we will do our best to coordinate 

support for shopping, collecting medications, etc. for 

those in need. 

In this edition 

Please note that, as the government restrictions caused by 

the Coronavirus—Covid19 pandemic are eased, some of 

the advertisers in this edition of The Gauntlet  will still be 

unable to provide some or all of the goods and services 

that they normally do.  You are advised to check with the 

advertisers for further information.   



 5 

 

Dear Friends, 

We have some good news to share 
which is that, subject to government 
and Church regulations, we plan to 
hold our first service of worship in 
the Church at 10.00am on Sunday 
5th July.  We are still waiting for 
more news, so we’ll send a definite 
decision very soon, but we wanted to 
let you know our plans.  If all goes 
well, we hope to hold the parish 
breakfast the following week, 12th 
July. 

Obviously, we have to make a number 
of changes to allow this to happen.  
We ask that everyone be prepared for 
social distancing and be willing to 
accept guidance as to seating 
arrangements.  Similarly, there will be 
directed exiting at the end of the 
service. 

The service will be a parish 
communion with these changes.  For 
the passing of the peace, we’ll stand, 
look at one another and make the sign 
of the cross.  We cannot allow free 
movement around the church 
unfortunately.  For the eucharist itself, 
we ask everyone to remain in their 
seats and a consecrated wafer will be 
offered to everyone.  When everyone 
has a wafer, we will all take it together 
as Richard says the words.  He will 
take wine on our behalf.  We hope that 
soon we might be able to return to a 
more traditional eucharist but for the 
moment we must obey the rules! 

The toilet will only be available for 
emergencies since cleaning and 
sanitising is required each time it’s 
used.  The vestry and kitchen are 
similarly out of bounds! 

A lot of people have enjoyed seeing 
the church door open, even for a 
limited period.  Since very few have 
actually come in to pray, we propose 
to put our trust in them from Saturday, 
27th June, asking that they hand 
sanitise on entry, sit only in the pews 
marked and try to touch as few 
surfaces as possible.  At the end of the 
hour, all the marked pews will be 
resanitised. 

We will close the church after 
Wednesday 1st July until Sunday 5th 
July so that we can clean and prepare 
the church for the Sunday service.  For 
the time being, each service will be a 
parish communion, since we cannot 
hold an 8.00am service and a 10.00am 
service with no space between for 
cleaning and sanitising. 

We realise all this sounds very 
authoritarian and unwelcoming!  I 
hope you’ll all understand that its only 
by these measures that we can hold a 
service at all.  We are so looking 
forward to seeing you all again in 
church and we promise you the 
warmest of welcomes! 

Our greetings and blessings to you all, 

Janet and Joan 

Letter from the Churchwardens 
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KS Open Gardens organiser Nina 
Martin shares her thoughts on gardens 
and gardening and their positive 
effects in these troubled times.  

“I'm so sorry but we are going have to 
cancel our event until next year”.  I 
reluctantly finished writing the email 
to our Open Gardens hosts and 
confirming the inevitable - that our 
2020 event was now officially “toast”.  
I felt angry and frustrated that this 
new, invisible and most unwelcome 
“visitor” was wreaking such havoc on 
everyone’s lives.  

“I’m going out into the garden,” I 
announced gruffly as I stomped out of 
the back door, slamming it like Miss 
Piggy in a thunderstorm.  “And I’m 
digging a big hole!” I muttered.  
“Hope that’s not for me” replied my 
long suffering husband, looking up 
from his iPad. 

As I started to cut out a small area of 
turf and expose the dark brown soil 
that lay beneath I could see the first 
glimpses of flint and stones that are 
such a feature of the land around 
King’s Somborne.  “More useful 
rocks!” I muttered in dismay as the 
pile of stones grew inexorably before 
my eyes.  

I took off my jacket and put my back 
into my spade work and began to 
create a new hole.  It was for the dwarf 
fruit tree that I had ordered some 
weeks before but, like many other 
things, was delayed by the effects of 
the pandemic.  It was delivered the day 
before by a very friendly courier driver 
whose only distinguishing features 
were a bright purple face mask and 
two black bushy eyebrows that seemed 
to dance independently as he spoke.  

I must admit that, due to the lockdown, 
I was selfishly excited at the prospect 
of having a brief conversation with 
someone, anyone, other than my 
husband. 

Unfortunately the “gyrating” eyebrows 
of the courier driver were so mesmeric 
and the mask so well fitting that I 
failed to register anything the poor 
man said.  “You have a Great Day”, I 
called after him, hoping he hadn’t 
thought me rude for silently staring at 
his forehead throughout the now ritual 
dance of receiving a package at a 
consistent distance of two metres.  

Now the tree hole was almost ready 
and I was busily adding some blood 
fish and bone meal when my husband 
appeared.  “You know, I think there’s 
something very positive coming out of 
this whole Corona thing,” said my 
husband.  “Well, people are spending 
more time at home, they’re baking 
cakes, they’re getting fitter, they’re 
rediscovering their gardens and 
growing their own vegetables!  Even 
people who never did it before are 
having a go.  They just showed a chap 
on the news who lives in a flat and 
he’s created a mini-garden in a 
container that he hangs out of his 
window.  It’s really ingenious”.  

I didn’t have the heart to tell him that 
people have been doing very clever 
things with plants and containers for 
centuries but I appreciated the positive 
sentiments nonetheless .  

He was right, in a strange way the 
pandemic has encouraged people to 
connect and reconnect with each other 
through the phone and internet and are 
reenergising through simple things like 
walking, cooking, exercising, learning 

How does your garden grow? 
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a musical instrument, bike riding and 
yes,....gardening. 

I've always found it amazing that 
simple things, like growing your own 
plants from seed or laying out a row of 
vegetables or taming an unruly hedge, 
can bring such pleasure and lift your 
spirits.  This has never been more true 
than now, when the world appears so 
dangerous and unpredictable.  

I think one of the reasons many people 
love gardening, other than the sheer 
joy of creating and enjoying the fruits 
of one's labours, is the perpetual “diary 
of events (“tasks”) in every week of 
every season, which means that the 
gardener and the garden are 
“connected” and become dependent on 
each other.  

It’s also true that there is 
always another gardening 
year to look forward to, so if 
things don’t work out as you 
intended, you can change 
your tactics for the following 
year.  

“I’ve got an idea” said my 
husband, surveying the pile of 
rocks as he helped me to 
nestle the apple tree into 
place and stake it securely in 
its new home.  “We’ll a 
create rockery!” He smiled.  
“Go and practice your ukulele 
right now and leave the 
gardening to me”, I replied 
with exasperation as he 
“beetled off” with a cheeky 
grin.  

I pulled up a garden chair, 
took a sip of tea and listened 
to the ever present birdsong 
as numerous ideas and 
thoughts raced through my 
mind.  

“Spring greens or Kale this year?” 

“What about a water feature”?  

“Now I wonder if I can get my 
eyebrows to work 
independently…………?” 

Here’s hoping the King’s Somborne 
Open Gardens will be back in 2021 to 
surprise and delight us all.  In the 
meantime please visit the website 

 
and enjoy photos from 2019 and who 
knows you may be inspired to share 
your garden next year?   

Best wishes to you and yours  
Nina 

http://www.kingssomborneopengardensuk.com
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Horsebridge in bloom!  

Pink peonies and lilac 
roses from the garden with 
allium, ladies mantle and 
delphiniums 
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Horsebridge still in bloom!  
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The Victor Vaughan Cup 
This cup is one of those awarded at the Flower Show (but sadly not this year!).  
We have received this message from Mr Vaughan’s grandson: 

Victor Vaughan was my grandfather; my mother, Dorothy Margaret, was his 
eldest daughter.  In the mid-1990s, due to many personal problems, I moved 
away and lost contact with my relations.  I’m now trying to locate any relatives 
that are still in the area.  Would any please contact me? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards, 
Graham Hawkins 
grahamhawkins000@gmail.com 

Thank you 
Christine Pettet 
We would like to thank everyone who has kindly sent us cards and messages of 
sympathy and support following the death of our dear daughter Christine at the 
Mountbatten Hospice on 5th June.  Although we know that she is now without 
pain and safe with our Lord, your words and thoughts have comforted and 
encouraged us. 

It is hoped to hold a memorial service for Chris’ later in the year where we will 
hope to see many of you. 

Amy and Norman Denison 

Parish Council  notes                                     June 2020 

The council met on 1st June via Zoom. 

The minutes of the meeting can be found on the Parish Council website: 

www.kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk 
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The 

Sombornes 

Pre-school 
Having just settled into our lovely new building, lockdown happened and we 
had to close on the 20th March.  With things slowly getting back to normal, we 
have been very happy to welcome a small group of our children back to pre-
school since the beginning of June.  With limited hours and some new 
procedures, we have been really impressed with the way the children have 
coped with their new routines; they have supported each other so well.  We are 
super proud of them! 

Looking ahead to September, we hope that we can welcome back all of our 
children and get back to some routine!  We would love to hear from anyone 
who is thinking of starting their child at pre-school, so please get in touch with 
us, as we currently have places available.  You can e-mail us at:  

manager@thesombornespreschool.co.uk          or call on 07530 893773 

Music in the time of COVID-19 
Thanks to your generosity of the ticket holders for the Brompton 
Quartet concert in not asking for a refund, we have been able to pay the majority 
of the ensemble’s fee.  And because musicians have little or no income at the 
moment, we also decided to use some of our reserves to pay a large portion of 
Gesualdo Six’s fee in advance.  We hope you’ll agree that this was entirely the 
right thing to do in these uncertain times.  

The fate of the 2020 Season Concert Programme… 
Due to the current lockdown, it will come as no surprise to you that our plans are 
somewhat up in the air.  As things stand, we are hoping to squeeze all of the 
scheduled performers into the latter part of the year, social-distancing rules 
willing.  You will find full details of the five fantastic events planned for the 2020 
Season at www.stockbridgemusic.uk.  It is just the dates that are not, as yet, 
confirmed.  Please do check the website regularly for updates, and alternative 
plans should larger gatherings continue not to be possible for any length of time  

Tim Lowden   (Music Director)  

mailto:manager@thesombornespreschool.co.uk
about:blank
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Many people will be wondering what 
is happening at the village school at 
the moment.  The school has not 
reopened for the simple reason that 
we didn't close in the first place! 

As soon as lockdown started, the 
school’s staff began looking after a 
small number of children of key 
workers while providing material for 
the other children working at home.  
Home schooling has been difficult for 
many, so it was a welcome relief when 
we were able to welcome back 
children in reception and years 1 and 
6.  There are still restrictions on the 
numbers of children per classroom. 
For all the children to be in school, we 
would need 10 classrooms and 10 
teachers.  We have 5 classrooms and 5 
teachers so it was no surprise that the 
government realised at a late stage 
what we all knew - it could not be 
done under the rules that they had 
specified. 

We are looking to the future and are 
looking forward to welcoming back all 
the children in September as well as 
new children joining us in reception. 
We are working out how this can be 
achieved based on the government’s 
ever changing and sometimes 
contradictory guidance.  

We say goodbye to our year 6 children 
at the end of this term. The Cathedral 
is unable to run a leader’s service this 
year so we will be looking to mark 
their departure to secondary school in 
some way.  We wish them well. 

The school has been working hard on 
identifying Christian Values over the 
last few months and four have been 
identified.  This is what Paul, our 

headteacher, wrote in a recent 
newsletter:  

Let love light the way and always 
guide you,  

May hope always walk hand in hand 
beside you. 

May trust bring you peace and a new 
found strength,  

And let us look for the joy in all we’re 
sent. 

I want to say a big thank you to Paul 
and all the staff.  They have kept the 
school running in very difficult 
circumstances and we are proud of 
them all.  The governors have played a 
supporting role, as ever, and I know 
that the staff appreciate this. 

When asked for a quote for this article, 
Paul wrote: 

“I have so loved getting to know each 
and every member of our school 
community.  I have been made to feel 
so welcome and have loved seeing how 
this community has pulled together 
over these last few months.  As this 
year draws to a close, we are thankful 
for so much, and we are really excited 
by our plans for next year.  We cannot 
wait to welcome everyone back to 
school; it is going to be fantastic!” 

If you have a few spare minutes, have 
a look at the school’s website and see 
the work that children have been 
doing: 

www.kingssomborne.hants.sch.uk/
topic/class-pages. 

Brian Gravenor 

Chair of Governors 

Our Fantastic School! 

http://www.kingssomborne.hants.sch.uk/topic/class-pages
http://www.kingssomborne.hants.sch.uk/topic/class-pages
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New Farm, the home of John and 
Jackie Chalcraft, should perhaps be 
called Very Old Farm!  John’s family 
have farmed here, for 330 years since 
1790. 

John was born in the farmhouse at 
New Farm and has lived here all his 
life.  He studied at the Royal 
Agricultural College in Cirencester, 
and runs a mixed farm with a range of 
arable crops; barley, wheat, oats, oil 
seed rape, poppies, linseed and hay. 

They have a herd of about 60 
Aberdeen Angus cattle, and a very 
contented bull.  Occasionally sheep 
winter in the fields, and some fields 
are kept for horses. 

In 1985, John and Jackie began free- 
range egg production, with 9,000 
chickens free to roam with the cattle 
and horses, an idyllic sight.  However, 
with the coronovirus lockdown the 
regular deliveries of eggs to pubs and 
local businesses, and sales at Farmer’s 
Markets, all ceased, so one henhouse is 
closed and we can no longer buy eggs 
at the gate. 

The farm has banks, field margins and 
fields for wildflowers– they counted 
34 species of wildflower on the Ashley 
bank - and places left free of crop in 
the middle of fields for lapwings to 
nest. They also leave the Somborne 
stream to flood naturally across the 

valley, saving some of the flooding 
effects downstream. 

When Jackie and John came here, it 
was very much embedded in the 
village, with George Brown, Jim 
Newell, Kenneth Boyce (Boycie) and 
Raymond Coffin (Nobbie) all working 
on the farm.  Now the farming is 
contracted out, and part timers Andy 
Thomas and Joan Wolfe help with the 
cows and chickens, while Shannon 
works full time with the chickens. 

The farm had an eventful  time during 
the 1939-45 war.  Four German airmen 
were killed when their plane crashed in 

to the field on the Stockbridge 
Road.  An American 
Lockheed Lightning crashed 
into Red Hill, killing the pilot 
and the small copse at the top 
of Red Hill is named Virgil’s 
Copse in his memory.  And a 
bomb fell through the kitchen 

roof, but luckily did not explode, 
saving the lives of John’s two maiden 
aunts. 

Sue Jackson was talking to  
John and Jackie Chalcraft  

New Farm 
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The Senior Steward has a last word 
Greetings from the Methodist Church! 

Writing “The Last Word” is a new experience for me, but these are unusual times 
and it occurs to me that over the past few months I’ve done lots of things that I’ve 
never done before, some challenging and others unexpected blessings.  Like 
many others I’ve used lashings of antiviral spray and hand sanitiser on a daily 
basis, I’ve worn a face mask at work; I’ve had to get used to not going to church 
on a Sunday morning; and although I’ve met up with loved ones, I haven’t been 
able to give them a hug.  On the plus side, however, I’ve discovered the 
advantages of zoom meetings and webinars, I’ve come across some very 
inspiring and creative online worship; I’ve enjoyed superb weekly takeaway 
suppers from the Crown and I’ve spent time getting to know several of our lovely 
neighbours whom we’d not really spoken to before.  Having to do things 
differently may be nerve-wracking but can clearly bring some unforeseen 
benefits! 

There’s a lot of change going on just now at the Methodist Church, too, as we 
plan and risk-assess how we might re-open for congregational worship and for all 
the other activities that take place in our building.  We will let you know as soon 
as we have firm plans in place.  Many of you will also be aware that our minister, 
Rev Ruth Fry, will shortly be leaving us and moving on to new challenges in the 
Eastleigh and Chandler’s Ford area of our Methodist Circuit.  We will miss Ruth 
enormously and would like to thank her for her superb ministry, pastoral care and 
friendship over the past four years, during which “Rev Ruth” has become a 
familiar figure in the village.  Sadly, lockdown has meant we have not been able 
to hold our planned Farewell Service for Ruth, but we hope to reschedule it for 
the autumn so we can say a proper goodbye.  We wish Ruth every success and 
happiness in her new role. 

The chapel will be in safe hands going forward, however, as our caretaker 
Minister for the next year will be an old friend, Rev Howard Mellor, who was our 
Superintendent Minister back in the noughties.  Howard and his wife Rosie bring 
a wealth of experience and many gifts, and are excited to renew old friendships 
and make new ones while they are here. 

In this time of change, please think, particularly of Ruth and Howard, and of all 
who are facing changes and uncertainty and coming to terms with new 
experiences and unfamiliar ways of doing things. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Pam Gravenor, (Senior Steward, King’s Somborne Methodist Church) 
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The Vicar has the last word 
It is now almost exactly three months since the Prime Minister gave his STAY 
AT HOME message.  Now it is STAY ALERT AND SAFE.  Slowly things are 
easing up and we have a ‘new normal’ to look forward to even if we are not quite 
sure what that is.  But it has been a tough time and all of us have been affected.  
Still, hasn’t it been lovely to see families out and about enjoying the sunshine, the 
roads quiet and to hear the birds chirping blissfully unaware?  

During this time our borne, the Som, has been flowing clear and sparking, 
unperturbed.  In his book, ‘Deep Flowed the Som’ Frank Cleverley writes fondly 
of his childhood memories of King’s Somborne.  He writes about ‘the Som, and 
how it looked in days long gone.  Of how it flowed from Crawley pond through 
all the seasons, on and on… crystal clear.’  At the end of last year, I watched the 
waters of the Som, starting as a trickle and then become a torrent in the winter 
storms:  It is a wonder to me how that sparkling, clear and refreshing water comes 
out from under those muddy fields and hills.  Somehow the chalk filters out the 
dirt releasing springs of crystal clear waters that flow down to the Test. 

This has become for me a delightful sign of hope in difficult times. In the 
sweeping narrative of the Bible story, rivers and water are so important.  Four 
rivers flowed through the fertile and lovely garden of Eden.  A great flood 
devastated the earth and yet God made sure that the righteous Noah and his 
family were safe and a new world emerged from the deluge.  At the end of the 
Bible there is a picture and a promise of a coming eternal garden-city with a river 
running through it and trees either side that would never lose their leaves and 
would always bear fruit – a sign of permanent healing and abundant eternal life.  

It’s still going to be tough.  When the tolls of death from the government bulletins 
are over there will be new numbers of unemployed and debts to pay.  But there 
are signs of HOPE.  There is always hope.  The Covid ICU ward at Winchester 
Hospital has been clear of Covid patients for the first time since the lockdown, all 
shops are opening up for business and even the church doors can now be 
unlocked!  We expect to have Sunday worship back in church from 5th July – not 
quite as normal, with safe social distancing and sanitation at the ready – but at 
least we can be together in one place.  

During this season of lockdown the church has celebrated the death and 
resurrection of Christ, his ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit.  As the 
mud and mire of the winter storms filters through the chalk hills and into the 
Som, so Christ bore the pain, sickness and sorrows of the world, rose to eternal 
life and sent his Spirit to offer hope to a suffering world.  Out of the pain of the 
cross came the joy of new life. 

May you enjoy something of the easing up of restrictions and the surprises of a 
new normality in the height of summer 2020.  

Richard Burningham 



ix 

********************************************** 

Why not use the Village Hall as a meeting 
place or as a venue for your party? 

Available for single events or regular meetings 

Contact Sarah Pennington  (email please): 

vhbookings@thesombornes.org.uk 
01794 389354  (evenings) 

********************************************** 

P  R  Vane 
Heating and Plumbing 

Bathrooms and Tiling 
Free estimates           Fully insured 

Call 07714409995 or 
01794 514823 



x 

CROSS STORES AND POST OFFICE 
News agent       National Lottery        Off licence 

 
Shop: 01794 336555 
7.30-7.00 Monday-Friday 
8.00-7.00 Saturday 
9.00-1.00 Sunday 

Post Office: 01794 388341 
9.00-5.30 Monday-Friday 
9.00-12.30 Saturday 

We are a family owned traditional Post Office, Newsagents, off licence, and 
convenience store.  We stock fresh bread, milk, fruit and vegetables, frozen 
foods, stationery and gifts, winter fuels and BBQ fuels, a bit of almost 
everything really! 

 See our Facebook page for local news and events: 
www.facebook.com/crossstoresltd 

http://www.facebook.com/crossstorestld
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To advertise here, contact 
Sue Byram on 

01794 388521  or 

subyram@aol.com 



xii 

alasdaircox@googlemail.com 



xiii 

01962 776010 

www.WinchesterGP.com 



xiv 



TW Glazing and 

Window Repairs 
01264 782211 / 077 652 60922 / 077 878 53289 

Replacement misted double-glazed units and single-glazed units 
into existing frames.  Also hinges, handles, locks and gaskets. 
Cat-flaps into UPVC doors and greenhouse glass installation. 

Face-puttying where needed and for listed buildings. 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE.  OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 

Please go to www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com  

Promotional Video/DVD’s 
Birthdays, Anniversaries 
 
DVD Production 
VHS tapes transferred to DVD 
WEBSITE VIDEO PRODUCTION 
- edited video clips to bring your 
website alive 

      CALL MARTIN ON 
For a Professional Service:  01794388668 

     EMAIL: ONCUEVIDEO@GMAIL.COM 

AUNT SALLY’S PANTRY  
Homemade afternoon Teas Lunches and Picnics  

Delivered to you locally  
Packages include:  Sandwiches, savouries, scones, jam and cream   

Home made cakes 

Call us on 07852922201        Follow us on Facebook 

We can also supply everything for your vintage garden party  
including vintage crockery and props, children's vintage games and Candy Floss  

Cakes made to order  

Aunt Sally's Pantry of Chilbolton  

http://www.twglazingandrepairs.com/



