
 
 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 26 October 2016. 

  
 
A man has been arrested and bailed in connection with the series of burglaries in Andover last 
month.  Police enquiries continue. 
 
When to dial 999. 
 
Recently a local resident was disturbed by noises several times during the night and saw suspicious 
people in the neighbouring garden but left a message about this on the local coordinator’s 
telephone rather than ring the police.  The coordinator was away and didn’t pick up the message 
until the following day.  On another occasion this month a resident saw hooded men kicking at 
their neighbour’s door but didn’t want to bother the police.   Sadly the house was burgled and this 
information only came to light when police carried out house to house enquiries the following 
day.   Both these occasions would have warranted a 999 call to the police but people can be 
confused as to what number to use and when.  Hampshire Constabulary offer the following 
advice. 
 
In an emergency always call 999. This is when you need an immediate response because - 

 a crime is in progress 
 someone suspected of a crime is nearby 
 there is danger to life 
 violence is being used or threatened. 

In all other circumstances, you should phone 101, for example 

 to report a crime that doesn't need an urgent response 
 to give information about crime in your area 
 for general advice, information and feedback on police matters 
 if you'd like to speak to your local police officer 
 to find out about beat surgeries or other police events in your area 
 to get an update on a crime if you have been a victim 
 to arrange a visit by an officer. 

Criminal damage, theft and theft from a vehicle can be reported online by going on to 
the Hampshire Constabulary website. 

 

Unfortunately, Hampshire is starting to see incidents reported linked to the international 
clown craze. We are not alone and most police forces have been called to incidents 
where pranksters dress as "creepy clowns" to deliberately scare people. The trend, which 
originated in America, may seem harmless to some, but can have a major impact on 
some members of the community and with Halloween just around the corner this craze is 
unlikely to disappear before then.  These pranks can have unforeseen consequences and 
the police will take these matters seriously. 

 



 
 
 
If you see a clown: 
Do not take matters into your own hands – call the police 
Shout / scream to alert others to your situation 
If you see something suspicious and are at a safe distance, note as much detail as you 
can (description, direction of travel etc) and call the police 
If you do not know who is calling at your house, you do not need to open the door.  
Try to see who is at the door by looking through a spy hole or window before opening the 
door.  
If you have a chain on your door – keep this in place when opening the door.  
If you feel threatened in your home, contact the police. 
Be respectful to others property if they don't answer the door or offer a treat. Playing tricks 
could get you into trouble and may amount to a criminal offence. 
 
Reported crime in summary – 
 
In the last month there have been burglaries in Silkweavers Road, Andover (14/10) and Winton Hill, 
Stockbridge (15/10) when cash and watches were taken.  There was an attempted burglary in 
Camelot Close, Andover (5/10) and a yard and workshop were broken into in Weyhill (18/10) 
when cash, stamps and a camera were stolen.  There have been shed breaks in Highlands Road, 
Andover, Longparish and two in Nether Wallop (20/10). 
 
A horsebox was stolen from Chilbolton (25/10) and there was an attempt to steal a horse trailer 
near Charlton (23/10).  A mini digger on a trailer was taken from outside a property in Shipton 
Bellinger (04/10) and found crashed in Wiltshire shortly afterwards and a car was taken from 
Augusta Way and later found burnt out.  A car was also stolen from the car park in Dean Rise,  
Hurstbourne Tarrant but has been recovered. 
 
A van was broken into in Shipton Bellinger (6/10) and tools were removed, and cars have been 
broken into in Faberstown, outside Kimpton School, Over Wallop, Nether Wallop and two at 
Danebury Hill on different days.  Handbags and personal possessions were taken.  Fuel was 
syphoned from a car parked in Furlong Road Andover by drilling a hole in the petrol tank. 
 
 
Did you know that Chief Inspector Kory Thorne, District Commander for the Test Valley 
district, …. 
 

 has been a police officer for 24 years, 
 had a close encounter with a black bear when 12 and growing up in British 

Columbia, 
 has followed in his Icelandic grandfather’s footsteps who served as a police officer 

in Canada. 
 
 
 
If you have any information in relation to any criminal or suspicious activity 
please report it to the Police on 101 or anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 or on line at crimestoppers-uk.org. 
 


