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Introduction 

 
 
It is wholly appropriate that our report cover should show the Sombornes’ section of the 
Test Valley Tapestry because the results of our questionnaire clearly revealed the very 
rich tapestry of life enjoyed by the King’s Somborne parishioners. They are very much 
active participants in a vibrant community that has changed a lot since the last village 
plan was prepared 22 years ago. 
 
A questionnaire was distributed in December 2004 and despite competition from the 
annual festivities and Christmas mail we received a 51% response. We had expected to 
see the tick boxes completed but had not anticipated the arrival of 5500 written 
comments. This made the analysis more difficult but much more rewarding – here were 
the real opinions of the community. 
 
The main task of the Parish Plan Committee has been to consider every comment and 
opinion from the questionnaire and produce this report. However although much detail 
has had to be left out everything has been entered into a data base available to those 
who need to take note and action. 
 
The second task for the Committee has been to recommend actions as a result of the 
questionnaire, our research and all the consultation that has taken place. These 
recommended actions are presented in separate boxes in the report. The Parish Plan 
represents a compilation of all these actions. It is by no means a plan to solve everyone’s 
problems, but we believe it is a plan that takes account of the majority of the 
parishioners’ wishes and offers the potential to improve the quality of life for many of 
them. 
 
It is inevitable that many of the proposed actions will fall on the King’s Somborne Parish 
Council (KSPC) as they are the most immediate authority capable of taking action. The 
KSPC  launched the Parish Plan Committee and it was a bold step to ask a group of 
volunteers to invest time and energy to do the thinking and discussion that everyday 
pressures normally inhibit. At a recent public presentation of this report the KSPC 
endorsed the recommendations and embraced the plan as their mandate. But there are 
also proposed actions that fall to the Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) and 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) who support the Parish Plan initiative and have 
supported our own efforts admirably. This document offers them a unique insight into the 
views of our community and we are confident they will respond positively. 
 
This report is the culmination of an 18 month process that has been carried out entirely 
by a committee of volunteers. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all the 
effort and time they have put in, despite, in many cases, an extremely tight work 
schedule. In particular I would to pay tribute to the late Dr Roger Edmonds for his 
pioneering work on the project. 
 
The completion of this report is not, of course, the end of the project. This is just the 
starting point to achieving change, through the proposed actions. Implementation of the 
recommendations will only be achieved with volunteers, the KSPC and other Authorities 
working together.  
 
 
 
Tony Ward 
Chairman, Parish Plan Committee 
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The Parish of King’s Somborne 
 
Situated in the Borough of Test Valley, in the County of Hampshire, the Parish is 
bounded by the River Test on the west and lies between Romsey and Andover. Its 
proximity to the royal city of Winchester and the lushness of its countryside was the 
making of much of its earlier history. The Parish has at its heart the village of King’s 
Somborne, but its 6700 acres also encompass the communities of Brook, Compton, 
Furzedown, Horsebridge and Up Somborne. Just outside the Parish boundaries are the 
hamlets of Ashley and Little Somborne and the whole makes up what are called The 
Sombornes. 
 
King’s Somborne was included in the Domesday survey in 1086 when it was owned by 
the King in lordship and known as ‘Sunburne’. The population included 25 villagers, 8 
smallholders, 2 slaves and 7 freedmen. Three mills and two churches are also noted in 
the survey together with land for 10 ploughs and areas of meadow land and pasture. The 
present church of St Peter and St Paul, part of which dates to the early 13th century, 
probably occupies the site of one of the original churches. 
 
Today, the church is just one of 100 listed buildings and structures that include the 
Lutyens’-designed Marsh Court, Compton Manor, thatched cottages, 18th century 
buildings such as the Old Vicarage and 19th century brick built cottages roofed in slate. 
Together with the more modern properties there are now 638 households and 1593 
inhabitants. 
 
Employment, once dominated by agriculture, is now diverse and service based with 
many parishioners commuting to work centres outside the Parish. Transport has also 
changed much with both the canal and railway disappearing to be replaced by the car. 
      
 

 
The red line shows the Parish boundary. 
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Producing the Plan 
 

 
 
What is a Parish Plan? 
 
Parish Plans were proposed in the Government’s Rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside, 
the Future’ (2000). To help deliver the White Paper proposal the Countryside Agency 
launched its ‘Vital Villages’ programme in 2001 and that programme continues today. 
Nationally, of the 9580 parish-level 'authorities', 1250 are engaged in producing Parish 
Plans. In Hampshire, 9 have completed plans, 40 are underway and a further 10 are at 
the initial stages.  
 
Parish Councils initiate the preparation of Parish Plans which have to command the 
support and involvement of the community at large. In February 2004 the King’s 
Somborne Parish Council called for volunteers to form a committee and draw up a plan. 
That committee has involved the whole community through a questionnaire, publicity and 
their discussions at many of the Parish’s social events. This report is the result of all that 
work and consultation. 
 
The Parish Plan empowers local people to identify the social, economic and 
environmental issues which affect their quality of life and to give public expression to 
proposals for its improvement. 
 
Haven’t we done all this before? 
 
A Village Plan, written by Hampshire County Council, was produced in 1970 and in 1987 
Test Valley Borough Council produced a King’s Somborne Conservation Policy. The only 
completed plan for the Parish produced by the parishioners themselves was published in 
1983 – 22 years ago! Much has changed in those 22 years and we make many 
references to that early plan in this report. 
 
How can the Plan influence external planning? 
 
By adopting the Plan, the KSPC declares its intention to implement the 
recommendations. Many of our recommendations are within the remit of the KSPC, 
particularly if they get the support of external funding. Committee members have 
researched available funding opportunities and information on these is included in the 
report. 
 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) has supported the Parish Plan initiative and made 
available a representative to attend the committee meetings when requested. 
Additionally, HCC has helped to fund the production of the plan. Our committee members 
have consulted with specialists within Test Valley Borough Council and HCC to ensure 
the authorities are aware of the community needs and that no major conflicts in planning 
exist. TVBC has a clear policy of consultation on issues which relate to decisions they 
make on future policies and planning. This document and the supporting questionnaire 
information should prove invaluable for all these authorities in providing a direct source of 
the residents’ views on a whole range of issues. 
 
The South East Regional Assembly (SERA), the planning body above county level and 
embracing the 8 million people of the South East region, is currently producing a South 
East Region Plan. Parish Plan Committee members have attended meetings to 
understand and contribute to this planning process. 



 

4. 

 

How has the plan been produced? 
 
At the core of the plan are the results from a 13-
page questionnaire, delivered by hand to 680 
households in the Parish. The questionnaire 
was based on earlier information collected by 
the committee from key individuals, parish 
clubs/societies and the parishioners at many of 
the social events such as the fetes and carnival. 
A special project was also carried out with the 
King’s Somborne C of E Primary School 
culminating in a presentation to the KSPC by 
the school. The views of the pupils have been 
incorporated into this report. 
 
As set out in the Countryside Agency 
guidelines, the 124 questions covered all issues 
affecting the quality of life. 51% of the 
questionnaires were returned and all the inputs, 
including 150,000 tick box inputs and 5500 
written comments, were typed into a data base. 
This report embraces the responses to the 
questionnaire, census data, the results of 
consultation and research with local 
clubs/societies plus external authorities and 
input from the earlier 1983 plan. 
 
Throughout the project, monthly progress reports have been given to the KSPC, with a 
major review taking place in April of this year. The Parish magazine “The Gauntlet” 
provided an excellent service with regular updates for the community as a whole. The 
Sombornes web page (www.thesombornes.org.uk) also published the updates and was 
used temporarily to hold the large data base files for analysis by the committee. 
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5. 

 
Demography – The People of the Parish 

 
 
Since 1801, at 10 year intervals, the nation has set aside one day for the Census - a 
count of all people and households. It is the most complete source of information about 
the population available and is Crown copyright. The latest Census was held in April 
2001. In this report the census data from 1981, 1991 and 2001 have been chosen 
because it was in 1983 that a village plan was last produced – a good opportunity to see 
how things have altered over the last 20 years. 
 
The population figures are for the Parish of King’s Somborne which includes the village 
itself, Up Somborne, Horsebridge, Compton, Furzedown and Brook. They do not include 
Ashley or Little Somborne. 

    
     
 
 
There has been an 8% 
increase in population from 
1981 to 1991 and 10% 
between 1991 and 2001. This 
is about an extra 12 people 
per year over the 20 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is very modest growth in 
comparison with the rest of the 
country and the Parish has 
consistently grown at a low 
rate as can be seen by setting 
a common datum for 1801.  
 
If the Parish had grown at the 
same rate as the rest of the 
country the population would 
be twice the size by now. 
 
 
 
 
TVBC produces population forecasts every two years - the last set produced used the 
2001 Census data as a base and then aged forward that population to become the 2004 
base. The forecasts take into account natural change (births and deaths) and also 
population increase as a result of new dwellings which are likely to be built. The forecasts 
are, for instance, the ones used by the Education Department. The latest forecast 
indicates that the population of King’s Somborne will stay the same, or fall slightly, over 
the next 10 years. 
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However the age distribution and gender mix of the population has slowly changed.   
Over the 20 years there has been a small reduction in the ratio of women to men, a drop 
in the 16 to 24 year olds and an increase in over-45 year olds. This general ageing of the 
population is no different from the rest of the country, but does mark a change in the 

community that will emphasise 
the needs of the elderly in the 
long term. 
 
 
Analysis shows that 61% of the 
population have lived here for 
less than 20 years – having 
arrived after the last Parish 
Plan was published. Only 8% of 
the current population were 
born here. 
 

Many households had 
multiple reasons for 
choosing to live here with 
over a quarter quoting the 
‘village’ environment as a 
reason. This was followed 
by work-related moves 
(15%) and ease of 
commuting (11%).  
 
Presumably those who are 
here because of cost and 
availability of housing did 
not move here in more 
recent times! 

 

   
Action for population issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
All aspects of planning or forward thinking to take 
account of the TVBC population forecasts, gender 
and age mix. 

KSPC 
Clubs/Societies 

Ongoing and 
with each new 
forecast 

   
Recognise the needs of young and old, long 
established and newly arrived residents. 

Event/Social 
organisers 

Ongoing 

   
There is an ongoing turnover of residents and the 
existing welcome pack should be reviewed to 
ensure it is up to date and comprehensive in 
providing new arrivals with key community 
information. 
 
The Sombornes Web Site should provide key 
information 

A work group 
formed by the 
KSPC 
representing key 
parties to 
conduct the 
review. 
Web Master 

Qtr 4 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
Qtr 4 2006 

Years in the Parish

0-5

31%

6-10

12%

11-20

18%

21-30

16%

31-40

7%

40+
16%

Reasons for living in Parish

Other, 6%

Cost of housing, 

6%

Availablity of 

housing, 11%

Ease of 

commuting, 11%

Village 
environment, 28%

Work in the area, 

15%

Relatives nearby, 

8%

Marriage, 4%

Moved with 

parents, 2%

Born in the Parish, 

8%
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Housing 

 
Number and type of houses 
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Since the 1981 census and the 1983 plan almost 200 more houses have been built in the 
Parish – a growth of 40% but with only an 18% increase in the population. There are now 
2.5 persons per home compared with 3 in 1983. This reduced occupancy is reflected 
nationally with smaller families, more single parent families and longer lives all 

contributing. 
Since the 1983 survey 
there has been a change 
in attitude with regard to 
support for more 
development. Back then, 
only 29% wanted more 
development, but now 
60% would support infill or 
small development 
particularly if it satisfied 
specific needs such as 
affordable, wardened, 
retirement or single 
occupancy homes. 
 

 
 
 
In more recent years the 
Test Valley Rural 
Housing Association 
(TVRHA) have already 
provided two affordable 
home projects in King’s 
Somborne at Humbers 
View and Hunters Close. 
A total of 25 properties 
were constructed, being a 
mixture of rented and 
shared ownership. 

More houses?

No more houses, 

40%

Estate, 4%
Infill, 29%

Small 

development, 28%

What type of new homes are needed?

Starter homes, 

23%

Single persons, 8%

Wardened, 8%

Affordable cost, 

27%

Family sizes, 17%

Retirement homes, 

12%

Executive 

detached, 5%
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The South East Regional Assembly is planning to develop urban rather than rural areas. 
This is reflected in the TVBC development plan which states that “housing will only be 
permitted which meets identified rural housing needs. This plan includes policies relating 
to rural, market and affordable housing needs, housing for agricultural workers etc”. In 
general the TVBC policy would suggest that there would only be new development within 
the settlement boundary where there is a local need identified. Any developments should 
have a mix of dwelling sizes and types, provide choice and meet the needs of the local 
community. Therefore, for sheer volume of properties there should be no external 
pressure on the Parish but there will be pressure from developers and individuals wishing 
to build within the settlement area. This pressure should not deflect the KSPC from 
satisfying the needs of the local community expressed through the questionnaire. 
 

House location,ownership and quality 
 
71% (488) of the parish households lie within the village of King’s Somborne. The biggest 
groupings outside the village are at Up Somborne where there are 49 households, 
Horsebridge 27, Compton 20, Furzedown 17 and Brook 12. Outside the parish there are 
another 27 households at Ashley and 25 at Little Somborne. 
 
28% of the properties actually within the Kings Somborne village lie alongside the main 
A3057 and Winchester roads and these include many of the older village properties. The 
developments around Eldon Road represent another 35% of the total village property. 
The more recent developments have been at Camp Field, King’s Acre, Forge Close, 
Muss Lane, Cow Drove Hill and Nutchers Drove. 
 
There were 142 property sales between the 2000 and 2005 with an average price of 
£320,577. Even terraced properties have sold with an average price of £194,698. Thus, 
although there has been a significant amount of development and a high turnover of 
property, the plight of first time buyers is obvious. The key fact from a recent TVBC paper 
was that while weekly average earnings in Test Valley had remained static since 2002 
average house prices had increased 20%. 
 
Despite this, over the last 20 years a greater proportion of homes have become owner 
occupied with the number of council and privately rented properties falling. The growing 
aspiration is very much one of ownership. 
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Action for housing issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
All future housing needs should be satisfied by small 
scale development with full regard for the TVBC 
development boundary. 

TVBC 
KSPC 

Ongoing 

   
Planning authorities to note that the community 
preference is for affordable, retirement, wardened, 
single occupancy or starter homes. In addition 
preference should be given where there is a 
demonstrable need identified for local employment 
or other specific local reasons.  

TVBC 
KSPC 

Ongoing 

   
If executive or family homes are built, then planning 
authorities to encourage the developer to provide an 
offset in the form of additional preferred property 
(e.g. affordable, retirement, wardened or single 
occupancy) or other tangible  benefit to the 
community. 

TVBC 
KSPC 

Ongoing 

   
A strategy is required to identify what and where 
developments would be considered acceptable 
for the Parish. This strategy to be used for reviewing 
planning applications and in conjunction with the 
offsets as above and conservation issues addressed 
later in this report 

TVBC 
KSPC 

Qtr4 2006 

   
Ensure the community has an easy opportunity to 
view and comment on all planning applications (see 
later comments on village hall notice boards) 

KSPC 
TVBC 

Qtr3  2006 
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Employment 

 

The census data and the responses to the questionnaire show that over the last 20 years 
employment has been growing at least in line with the number of economically active 
people and that unemployment is currently at very low levels. The census for 1981 
showed 3.9% unemployment, 2001 was 0.8% and our survey in 2004 gave just 0.5%. 
This is lower than the national level of 2.3%.The census for 2001 shows that around 67% 
of the community between the ages of 16 and 74  are employed and 33% are at home 
caring for a home and/or children, retired or at college. The chart for economic activity 
from our own survey is shown here.  
 
29% of our population works at home, in the Parish or flexibly at home/away. A further 
45% work within a 30 minutes’ commute and the remaining 26% work in London or 
elsewhere.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place of Work

Other, 18%

Greater London, 

8%

Winchester area, 

20%

Southampton area, 

11%

Andover area, 5%

Flexibly, at home or 

away, 9%

Romsey area, 9%

In the Parish, 10%

At or from home full 

time, 10%

Economic Activity

Other, 4%

Government 

training scheme, 

less than 1%
Part time 

education, 1%

Full time education, 

15%

Housewife

Househusband, 

11%

Retired, 22%

Unemployed,

less than 1%

Self employed, 7%

Employed part 

time, 10%

Employed full time, 

29%
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Given the high level of employment it was somewhat surprising that 67% of our 
respondents thought there should be even more employment. Of those calling for more 
jobs 33%  wanted these to be in the Parish and 67% within 10 miles. Perhaps the call is 
for more very local employment (no commuting!) rather than simply more jobs. 
 
The types of additional jobs suggested by our respondents were very varied. 
 

 
This variety is echoed in the current spheres of employment occupied by Test Valley 
residents as a whole. 
 

 
 

Type of more local employment

Other, 5%

Light industry, 18%

Health care, 13%

Farming, 18%

Professional, 17%

Service Industries, 

16%

Office, 14%

Test Valley Employment
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Construction
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Engineering
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The ‘Other’ category includes farming where employment even nationally is only 2% of 
the workforce and still falling – a long way from the historical role of the parish and a sign 
of the immense change that has occurred and has been successfully survived. 
 
SERA envisage the South East as becoming amongst the top 15 world areas in terms of 
GDP per head by 2012 where Gross Domestic Product is the total value of goods and 
services produced by a nation. Their plan includes the need for ‘Vibrant Communities’. 
 
“SERA define a Vibrant Community as an inclusive society characterised by strong, 
diverse and healthy communities, enjoying ready access to high quality jobs, education, 
homes, health and other services and free from high levels of crime and discrimination” 
 
Our recommendations on employment are therefore not about direct job creation but 
about providing a community whereby our parishioners can share in the South East 
opportunities and come from general comments made in the questionnaires. The actions 
therefore will also be duplicated in other sections of this report 
 
 

   
Action for employment issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Efficient transport to schools, colleges and adult 
learning centres 

Transport  
providers 
 
KSPC Transport  
co-ordinator 

Qtr2 2006 

   
Use Village Hall and/or School Hall for adult learning Village Hall 

Management 
Committee 
(VHMC) 
 
HCC Adult 
Education 

Qtr2 2007 

   
Efficient local transport coordinated to commuter 
train services 

KSPC Transport  
co-ordinator 

Qtr2 2006 

   
Communications/services for home workers e.g. 
broadband, post office, copying etc.   
   

ISP’s 
Web Master 
Post Office 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Plan to provide a community environment that 
provides youngsters with motivation/life skill learning 
and the employed with an opportunity to balance 
work and pleasure 
 

Whole 
community 

Ongoing 

   
Identify a site for light commercial/business units 
within the settlement boundaries. Particular attention 
to reuse of existing buildings and small scale 
redevelopment of existing employment sites 

KSPC 
TVBC 

Ongoing 
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Transport 

 
The questionnaire only dealt with private car, taxi and bus services. However the area 
has access to trains at Romsey and Winchester, ferries at Portsmouth and air travel at 
Southampton, Bournemouth and Heathrow. These services together with the bus 
services are shared with other communities and are of necessity compromises of service 
and economics.  
 

Cars 

 
Personal transport is now dominated by the car. In our survey, 93% of households had 
daytime access to a car. The rapid growth in car ownership over the last twenty years is 
best shown in the census data.  
 
Many households also now own more than one car, with 42% of households owning 2 
cars and 13% owning 3 or more cars. With this dramatic rise have come the problems of 
traffic, pollution and parking. There are almost 1000 cars in the Parish – twice the 
number recorded in the 1983 plan. 
 
Car ownership is reflected in the way our parishioners travel to work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Car Ownership
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Car 
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Bus Services 
 
Not surprisingly, the high car ownership and access also affects the way people view 
public transport, especially bus services. In the 1983 survey only 38% did not use buses 
compared with 67% this time around.  
 
 

 
 
 
For those that do use public transport, 78 
households wanted to get to Winchester, 42 to 
Romsey, 13 to Andover, 11 to Salisbury and 8 to 
Stockbridge. There was no clear pattern to the 
time of day required but obviously school and 
work hours were important. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Currently the scheduled services are: 
 

• Winchester – Stockbridge-Salisbury/Andover including Test Valley School 
(Stagecoach) 

• Andover – Stockbridge – Winchester including Test Valley and Stockbridge 
Primary Schools (Stagecoach) 

• Romsey – Stockbridge – Broughton (School Bus by Wilts & Dorset)) 

• Winchester- Stockbridge-Salisbury (Wilts & Dorset) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of bus service

11 to 20 times 

per month

2%

More than 20 

times per month

3%

5 to 11 times per 
month

5%

Less than 5 
times per month

23%

Never

67%

Importance of bus service

Not important

64%

Important

25%

Essential

11%
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Cango have recently started operating a service based on Romsey-Stockbridge-Romsey. 
This is a bus service that responds to users needs – the route is not fixed, but is flexible 
and the bus can travel here and there as needed. All the Cango bus services are 
available to any member of the public in the operating area. They can get on the bus at 
either a ‘timed’ or ‘bookable’ stopping point. 
 
Getting scheduled services to match community  needs exactly is almost impossible but, 
through consultation, compromises can be made but often the “use it or lose it” principle 
has to apply, given that high car ownership has rendered bus travel unattractive and 
often uneconomic to run. The KSPC has opportunities through the following bodies to 
effect change: 
 

• Test Valley Transport Forum 

• Test Valley Local Strategic Partnership – Transport Action Group 

• Test Valley Community Transport Scheme Steering Group 
 
All these scheduled services  have concessionary travel for senior citizens and the 
disabled, as do train services. 
 
Taxi Service 
 
Although the question on local taxi services did not distinguish between official taxis and 
private hire the shortage of a good service was very apparent. Almost 100 household 
wanted to use a taxi but had difficulty in finding one. There were also complaints about 
the cost reflecting, the fact that the taxis had to come a considerable distance in the first 
place. 
 
Currently there are only 34 Taxis (Hackney Carriages) licensed by TVBC for the whole of 
Test Valley. Deregulation has been proposed which may increase the number of taxis 
but probably only in the main centres of population. Thus, although there are plenty of 
taxi and private hire operators advertising in Yellow Pages, on Google Local and 
occasionally in The Gauntlet, rural users have to pay for the ‘dead mileage’. With Public 
Transport, permanent residents over 60 years old and people suffering long-term 
disability can apply for help with travel costs from the TVBC Concessionary Travel 
Scheme. 
 
Since the questionnaire was issued one local resident has expressed an interest in 
operating a taxi service. 
 

Community Transport 
 

• Neighbourcare provides transport to essential appointments for parish residents. 
This is particularly useful for medical appointments where the volunteer drivers 
provide a door-to-door and waiting service. The scheme is well run and operating 
successfully with currently 58 clients and 29 drivers. More volunteer drivers are 
always welcome to spread the load on the current level of 17 trips a month. 

 

• Dial-a-Ride provides trips to Romsey every Wednesday for senior citizens and 
disabled people. The scheme is part of the Southern Test Valley Voluntary Transport 
Scheme using specialised buses. 

 



 

16. 

• Test Valley Community Transport Scheme is funded by TVBC and HCC and has 
been established to provide a co-ordinated approach to community transport. This 
includes new services aimed at meeting the needs of people with poor access to 
public or private transport. There is a co-ordinator whose job is to administer four 
accessible mini-buses (from autumn 2005) and also be aware of all other community 
buses that pass through the Parish and can take passengers. In addition TVBC 
operate a ‘wheels to Work Moped’ scheme with 15 mopeds available for hire to 16 to 
25 years olds who are starting in employment. 

 
 

 

   
Action for transport issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Ensure all existing and new parishioners   
are aware of the  existing public and community 
transport services particularly the new Cango and  
Test Valley Community Transport Schemes. 

KSPC 
 
 
See actions on Welcome Pack on 
Page 7 

   
Continue to negotiate for changes in the timing of 
bus services to Winchester to ensure coordination 
with commuter trains and Winchester schools 

KSPC Transport  
co-ordinator 
Transport 
providers 

Ongoing 

   
Give wide publicity to the demand for a Taxi/Private 
Hire service in the parish with the aim of stimulating 
enterprising individuals and firms to provide a better 
service 

KSPC Transport 
co-ordinator to 
provide article for 
The Gauntlet. 

Qtr 2 2006 

   
Evaluate the potential of a car sharing scheme 
operated through The Sombornes Web Site 

Web Master Qtr 2 2007 
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Highways and Traffic 

 
The Parish Plan questionnaire results indicated considerable concern by the majority 
(87%) of the community about road safety within the parish. The concerns were 
expressed in a wide-ranging manner in both freehand comments (over 800 of these) and 
in tick boxes and were sufficiently numerous and articulate to show that the balance 
between the needs and safety of the community and the needs of traffic have become 
substantially skewed towards traffic. Danger spots were not exclusive to the King’s 
Somborne village, with many comments being made about the A3057 in general, the 
A3057 at Brook, Furzedown road, poor visibility on bends on the Winchester Road at 
Little Somborne and many other specific locations. 
 
 The concerns are outlined below: 
 

A3057 
 
The A3057 is a dominant factor in parishioners’ concerns about traffic and road safety.  
Twenty-five years ago HCC had the intention of diverting the A3057 along the path of the 
old railway track (now part of the Test Way).   This intention did not come to fruition but at 
least it demonstrated that the Council were planning for an expected increase in traffic.   
No improvements have been made to the A3057 between Romsey and Andover for 
many years, with the result that casualties on it have reached 85 in the last three years.   
This is an unacceptable figure that demonstrates that the road is inadequate for the level 
of traffic it carries.   Access to the A3057 to go north 
from Romsey is very poor and, if this is ever 
improved, further increases in traffic using the road 
can be expected.   This is in addition to the increases 
imposed by a growing population and by growing use 
of cars. 
Although it was not possible to obtain specific figures 
specific to the Parish it is possible to look at national 
figures. In the last 20 years motor vehicle traffic has 
increased by 60% (goods vehicles 50%). In the last 
10 years the increase has been 21% for all roads, 
25% for rural A roads and 17% for minor rural roads. 
 
Government plans to tax road use, especially motorways, may also encourage further 
traffic to use the A3057 and/or to move to the country lanes in the area (see later note on 
Quiet Lanes). The conclusion is that traffic on the A3057 is bound to increase 
considerably over the coming years, to the detriment of the Parish.   Hence HCC should 
develop a long term traffic management plan to either limit use of the A3057 or re-route it 
away from the parish  
  
In our survey 49% of villagers supported the idea of a bypass to divert the A3057 away 
from the village. Others were chary of supporting it without knowing the route it would 
take. 
 
Speed of Traffic    
 
The majority of people (78%) believed that the existing 30 mph speed limit in the village 
was adequate but, as it was not enforced, many cars exceeded it. The Highway Authority 
has put forward a plan to install new speed limits over a number of the more dangerous 
sections of the A3057 between Romsey and Stockbridge. Whilst we welcome these 
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plans they do not address the matter of enforcement and there were many residents 
calling for control measures such as flashing lights and speed cameras.  
 

Size of Heavy Goods Vehicles   
 
Although it is acknowledged that heavy goods vehicles and horseboxes have a right to 
use a road, the perception is that the size of a small proportion of these vehicles is such 
that their passage through the Village poses considerable dangers to pedestrians.   
Where pavements do exist, they are narrow. This forces vehicles, on equally narrow 
roads, to drive very close to the edge. This means that large vehicles pass within a foot 
or so of pedestrians, pushchairs, children and dogs. This is a very dangerous situation.    
 
Pedestrians   
 
Few parishes force their pedestrians to undertake the traffic dodging antics required by 
ours. Speed of traffic, narrow or non-existent pavements and overgrown trees and 
verges present such hazards to pedestrians as to discourage all but the most foolhardy 
to venture to walk from one end of the village to the other. Of particular concern is the 
part of the Winchester Road between the two village shops. Here, in the very heart of the 
Village and without a pavement, pedestrians are forced to run the gauntlet of two way 
traffic and parked cars, with limited visibility due to a sharp corner and a view-impeding 
hedge. Equally unusable by pedestrians are the two ‘gateways’ to the Village on the 
A3057 preventing easy and safe access to the cemetery, pub and start of many of the 
best walks in the area. A further hazard to pedestrians is the inadequate drainage 
causing puddles and the inevitable spray from passing vehicles. 
  
Overgrown Hedges and Verges   
 
Even within the bounds of the Village 
there are places where the pedestrian is 
forced off the (narrow) pavement by 
overhanging hedges or, where no 
pavement exists, cannot even step off 
the road in the face of oncoming traffic 
because overhanging hedges prevent 
them from doing so. Overgrown hedges 
limit line of sight, posing dangers to both 
traffic and pedestrians. 

 
Noise from road surfaces    
 
High levels of traffic result in an unacceptable and increasing level of road noise within 
the Village. The surface of the road through the village is particularly rough. Recent 
resurfacing with coarse chippings to the north of the Village has exacerbated this 
problem.  The obvious means of combating this is to put down a noise reducing surface. 
 
Noise from manhole covers    

 
The roads through the Village have been patched many 
times and have not been properly resurfaced for many 
years. The result is that many of the drain covers, manhole 
covers and back-filled trenches are uneven and give lorries 
a large jolt as they pass over.   The resulting noise is even 
more annoying to residents than road noise and the 
vibrations increase the rate of deterioration. Recently some 
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remedial work has been carried out on some of the manholes. Where there have been 
new property developments HCC does not necessarily have responsibility for manhole 
covers etc and this is of concern in providing adequate maintenance. 
 
 
Noise from Motorcycles 
   
The A3057 is a favourite route for motorcyclists as the many dips and bends along its 
route provide riders with a thrilling ride. Unfortunately, many bikers appear to have 
doctored their exhaust systems to provide them with added noise sensation at the 
expense of all residents who live within earshot of the road.    
 
Parking 
   
Many residents expressed concern about the impediment to traffic caused by parked 
cars, in particular around the Post Office and the Church/School areas. Unfortunately 
these parked vehicles are important to the PO and shop, both of which are vital to the 
community as a whole. A proposal for a one-way system, as shown in the appendices, 
would overcome these problems although the impact on the shop on PO business would 
need to be assessed. 
 
Street Lighting 
 
No consensus of opinion emerged from questions about street lighting except for Hunters 
Close where it would appear all the residents wanted lighting. This has now been agreed 
by the KSPC. 
 
Children getting to school 
 
A cardinal rule should be that children should be able to walk safely to and from school 
from all locations within the Village.   Inevitably some children will need to cross the 
A3057 to reach the school.   Currently, this is not an undertaking to be taken lightly 
particularly during peak traffic periods. Pedestrian crossings need to be established to 
enable both children and pedestrians to cross the main roads safely.   We do not 
envisage controlled crossings as being necessary but uncontrolled crossings are a 
necessity. 
 

Quiet Lanes 
 
Under the Transport Act 2000 the Countryside Agency has launched an initiative 
whereby local authorities are able to designate minor rural roads for which they are 
responsible as Quiet Lanes.  Quiet Lanes are designed to pay special attention to the 
needs of walkers, cyclists and horse riders, and reduce the problems that the volume and 
speed of traffic, and the presence of heavy lorries can cause. A number of pilot schemes 
are already underway but the key message is that the initiative must start from within the 
community. The Countryside Agency and CPRE both provide information on how to 
launch and proceed with a Quiet Lane project. 
 

HCC Perspective 
 
It appears to the residents that HCC have not given sufficient attention to the traffic 
problems faced by King’s Somborne and the Parish as a whole.   Only limited traffic 
volume measurements have been taken within the Village boundaries and HCC are not 
aware of any historical data on speed/volume within the village boundaries.   Controlled 
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crossings have been considered and rejected but uncontrolled pedestrian crossings have 
not been considered. 
 
The whole question of how best to solve the road safety issues is a very specialist 
subject and needs to be based on a detailed knowledge of the actual situation in the 
Parish amplified here by the questionnaire comments  

 
   
Action for highways and traffic issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Prepare a plan for the long term management of 
traffic on the A3057 

HCC Qtr 4 2006 

   

Use the suggestions on the state of highways to 
draw up a corrective action list and an ongoing 
maintenance schedule. 

HCC Qtr 4 2006 

   
Consider use of a maintenance person responsible 
for identifying all needs 

KSPC Qtr 2 2006 

   
Enlist the help of a specialist to advise on the most 
practical and cost effective means of eliminating the 
danger spots identified by the residents of the 
Parish. A one way system past the Post Office 
would solve a number of issues and would be in the 
interests of the Village. 

HCC Qtr 4 2006 

   
Enlist the help of a specialist to advise on how the 
situation for pedestrians and cyclists in the Village 
could be improved 

HCC 
TVBC 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Encourage the police to enforce the existing speed 
limits and motorcycle noise legislation  

KSPC 
Hampshire 
Constabulary 

Qtr 2 2006 

   
Install uncontrolled pedestrian crossings across the 
A3057 at the school and where the footpath crosses 
the A3057 at the south side of the Village. 

HCC Qtr 2 2007 

   
Conduct a traffic speed and volume survey on the 
A3057 at both ends of the Village 

HCC Qtr 2 2006 

   
Use low noise road surface materials within the 
village boundaries and provide adequate drainage. 
 

HCC Ongoing 

   
Cut all hedges back at least one metre from  the 
road edge within the village boundaries 

Hedge Owners 
TVBC 
 HCC 

Immediate 

   
Identify and launch a Quiet Lane project KSPC Qtr 2 2006 
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Village Facilities 

 
 
Churches  and Chapel 
 
The Anglican Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul is situated in the centre of King’s 
Somborne. The Methodist Chapel is situated in Winchester Road, King’s Somborne. The 
Roman Catholic Churches are at Andover, Stockbridge and Romsey. 
 
The questionnaire did not address any specific matters relating to the church or chapel. 
Also not covered in the questionnaire was the valued and highly used Epworth Hall. 
 
 
Village Hall 
 
The King’s Somborne Village Hall dates 
back to 1920 when the land and the 
original building were given to the local 
community. The current building was 
opened in 1975 following a large-scale 
fundraising campaign and substantial 
financial support from Sir Tommy 
Sopwith. The Village Hall was further 
extended in 1981 to provide proper 
changing room facilities for the football 
club. More recently, a refurbishment of 
the toilets to include, disabled toilet 
facilities was carried out. 
 
The hall comprises a main hall with stage, which is reasonably well equipped for 
theatrical performances. There is a kitchen; committee room and the aforementioned 
changing rooms and showers. 
 
The people of King’s Somborne own the Village Hall, that is to say, that the various user 
groups within the Village are required to assist in the management of the premises. 
Unfortunately, the majority of the 23 or so societies, associations and various 
interest groups in the village have failed to become involved in the management of 
their Village Hall.  
 
The Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) is made up of volunteers and the 
organisation is a Registered Charity. The VHMC has a single paid part time employee 
who is the caretaker. This position is, at the time of writing, vacant and a replacement is 
being sought. 
 
76% of the questionnaire respondents believe the Village Hall is well managed and 
maintained adequately. 
 
The Village Hall utilisation is high by village hall standards and 14 societies and 
organisations use it on a regular basis, with a large number of weekend private parties 
and suchlike. The usage of the Village Hall is increasing to the extent that there has been 
a 23% increase in bookings year on year to 2005, and it is occupied by one organisation 
or another for over 200 days in the year. It is now at a point where there is a need to 
‘concentrate’ booking’s in order to maximise revenues. 
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However it is clear from the questionnaire information that the hall is, at the least, in need 
of major refurbishment and alteration if it is to continue to provide the facilities needed by 
the community as a whole.  
 
There were many suggestions through the questionnaire on how the hall could be 
enhanced. These ranged from knocking it down and starting again to simply enhancing 
the outside with plants and shrubs. It is not a practical proposition to demolish and 
replace the Village Hall, nor is it considered necessary as the basic fabric and structure is 
sound and the present basic design suits most user groups’ purposes. 
 
From the questionnaire input the key 
alterations would be a new kitchen, 
soundproofing between kitchen and 
hall, new changing rooms, extension to 
stage facilities for storage and 
changing, a quieter heating system and 
a dedicated room for the tiny tots. 
These are alterations but there was an 
overall call for a complete makeover – 
the hall is externally and internally drab 
and dated. In addition it is susceptible 
in its current form to vandal damage – a 
process which unfortunately has 
accelerated the decline of the external 
condition of the premises. 
 
 
The VHMC have already recognised that the Village Hall is in need of a full 
refurbishment. Estimates to carry out this work and to make a number of improvements 
to the structure and facilities are in the region of £130,000 at 2005 prices. There are 
currently no reserve funds to enable this to be done. 
 
In addition to the non-existence of funds for refurbishment, the financial management of 
the Village Hall is an on-going struggle for the VHMC who have to rely on ad-hoc 
financial support from the KSPC to assist with finance when there are large items of 
expenditure, since the bookings revenue and the generous support of the King’s 
Somborne Carnival Committee barely covers the day to day costs of running the Village 
Hall. 
 
The view of the VHMC is that the KSPC should adopt the Village Hall, as it is, in effect, a 
Parish amenity. The independent status of the VHMC was adequate when the various 
user groups and other community-spirited people had the time to spend looking after it. 
But in today’s climate this outdated system of management and control is clearly no 
longer adequate and a more formal arrangement needs to be put in place. 
 
In writing this report the Parish Plan Committee was in agreement that change was 
necessary but adoption by the KSPC might not be an advantage other than financial. The 
recommendation is that: 
 

• The KSPC forms a Village Facilities Development Committee. This committee 
would be responsible for identifying and project planning long term 
improvements to the Village Hall and Recreation Ground; obtaining external 
funding/local fund raising; and implementing the changes. It is envisaged this 
committee would be fully representative of the user groups and would last 
only long enough to effect the change. Funding could be assisted by 
embracing all the changes in one package. 
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• The KSPC should be responsible for funding, against budgeted requests, of 
the short to medium term refurbishment of the Village Hall. 

• The VHMC should continue the day to day operation of the Village Hall with 
the objective of covering running costs with revenue. These costs may well 
reduce following refurbishment. 

 

Recreation Grounds 
 
In King’s Somborne there is the central recreation ground and a smaller ground at Muss 
Lane. There is also a recreation ground at Up Somborne. The main King’s Somborne 
recreation ground is owned by the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) and 
managed by the KSPC whose members are all trustees. 
 
At all three areas there is children’s play equipment and football areas and at King’s 
Somborne additionally there is a cricket pitch. 
 
The questionnaire gave some options on how the recreation ground might be improved 
and the chart shows how many households supported each improvement 
 
 
A tennis court and a 
tiny tot’s playground 
were particularly well 
supported and the 
latter in fact became 
reinforced in later 
questions on specific 
facilities for children. 
 
The National Playing 
Fields Association 
has no objection in 
principle to a tennis 
court providing it was 
properly maintained. 
A tennis court would 
cost between £15,000 
and £20,000. 
 
The fact that 78 households supported no change must not be ignored. 
 
When asked what other improvements could be 
made apart from the questionnaire suggestions 123 
ideas were received of which almost all were 
unique. One common theme was for fencing-in and 
upgrading of the children’s play area. Since our 
survey, and spurred on by the King’s Somborne 
Primary school presentation on this issue to the 
KSPC, all three recreational grounds have received 
children’s play area improvements. Following up on 
these improvements, the parents still believe there 
is a need for adventure climbing frames to suit the 
over 8 year olds. 
 
The other improvements suggested are too numerous to list here but are available for 
consultation in the process of developing new activities on the recreation grounds. Many 
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would not require huge expenditure but would require space and any opportunity to 
extend the available area for use should be encouraged. Acquisition of the Three Field’s 
site in total would be an excellent incentive to start new activities. 
 
Epworth Hall 

 
The Epworth Hall was built in 1989 on land next to the Methodist Church in Winchester 
Road, King’s Somborne.  A covered way has since been added (linking the two 
buildings), making the Hall accessible from within the Church and also from the front of 
the covered way. 
 
The Hall is small, fully carpeted, has kitchen and toilet facilities and can seat up to about 
40 people.  It is used regularly by the Sunday Schools (now combined, Methodist and C 
of E); for weekly exercise classes; fortnightly “Drop In” coffee mornings; monthly Club & 
Parish Council meetings; and for the collation of The Gauntlet, amongst others. 
 
The upkeep of the Hall is mostly funded by the Methodist Church, together with 
donations from lettings to other village users.  (Methodist HQ helps with grants for any 
specific items or major repairs). 
 
This is a very comfortable and popular Hall and a valuable village amenity. 
 
 
Working Men’s Club 
 
The Working Men’s Club (WMC) was presented to the working men of the village by 
George Hennessy of Compton Manor during his year of office as High Sheriff of the 
County in 1912. In addition to its original role as a social meeting place, it runs in the 
evenings a youth club, whist drives, skittles, discos and quiz nights. 
 

  

   
Action for village facilities issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Form a Village Facilities Development  Committee 
(VFDC) to develop the Village Hall and Recreation 
Ground 

KSPC 
Clubs/Societies 

Qtr 2 2006 

   
Provide the KSPC with a funding plan for the short 
to medium term maintenance of the Village Hall 

VHMC 
 

Qtr 2 2006  

   
Manage the day to day operation of the Village Hall 
within revenue supported budgets 

VHMC Ongoing 

   
A tennis facility (also supporting the school) to be 
included in the development plans 

VFDC Qtr 4 2006 

   
Development of the recreation grounds to consider 
the suggestions from the questionnaire and include 
further enhancements to the children’s play area 

KSPC Qtr 4 2006 
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Leisure 

 
Clubs, Societies and Community Activities 
 
There are 28 clubs and societies (shown in the appendices) in the Parish and almost all 
households that responded were aware of their presence. Some less well known 
included Women’s Fellowship, Skittles, Short Mat Bowls, Prayer Group and Ignite, the 
youth group. 
 
Many of these clubs and societies organise social events and activities beyond their 
normal remit. 
 
All of these clubs and societies were consulted to provide a corporate input to the plan 
rather than through the questionnaire which was designed for individual households. 
Replies were received from some of them and their inputs have been incorporated in this 
report. 
 
The King’s Somborne Primary School operates a number of out-of-school-hour clubs and 
these are well attended. 
 
Beyond the formal clubs and societies, there are informal groups and individuals that 
organise community activities often for the purpose of raising funds for the church, village 
hall or charities. 
 
The activities of many of these clubs and societies are reported in the Gauntlet and the 
Parish has a Village Correspondent to provide input into local newspapers. The School 
and Somborne Society have active web sites but the Football and Scouts (Romsey) sites 
have not been updated for some time. 
 
The Parish has a full calendar of well attended traditional English village events that are 
even visited by ‘tourists’ seeking to enjoy these old traditional village activities. 
 
Although there is no overall co-ordinator of the activities of the various clubs and 
societies a Parish Diary is held in the Post Office and clubs/societies are encouraged to 
keep it up to date. 
 
When asked what other leisure activities people would like to see run at the village hall or 
elsewhere in the parish there were 83 suggestions. Not all can be reported here but 
highest on the list was some form of physical exercise whether it is Pilates, keep fit, 
Yoga, aerobics, gymnastics or circuit training. But they were not all physical as some 
people would like to see art, music and education catered for.  
 
Activities outside the Parish 
 
Given the wide diversity of suggestions for activities wanted in the Parish it was not 
surprising to see the extensive list of activities our parishioners already pursue outside 
the Parish. It is a list of all the possible activities, hobbies and pastimes available. The 
most common group of activities pursued embraced  all of those associated with keeping 
fit. 
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Young Person’s Activities 
 
In 2004 the Parish had 351 young people aged 15 and under, representing 22% of the 
population. This is 72 more than when the last parish Plan was issued in 1983 when 
there were 279 representing a similar proportion at 21% of the population. 
The questionnaire addressed young people as those with age 18 and under. A third of 
households had young people and the average number per household was two. For 
schooling 31% attended King’s Somborne Primary, 17% Test Valley Comprehensive, 
10% Peter Symonds and 41% other academic institutions. 
 
It would appear from the questionnaire results that only half of the young people 
participated in any Parish activities. Those activities attended included after school clubs, 
parent/toddler group, beavers, tiny tots, youth club, village events such as fete and 
carnival, cubs, colts cricket, church, football, scouts and the WMC. 
The dominant reason given for not participating more was that there simply was nothing 
on offer that they wanted. 
 

Walking, Cycling and Riding in the Parish 
 

The country footpaths & 
bridleways in and around the 
village of King’s Somborne are 
well used with over half of the 
residents using them daily or at 
least weekly. 
 
58% of the respondents thought 
that the footpaths   were 
signposted adequately with 
another 32% of the opinion that 
some signposting could be 
improved. 
 
 
 

A large number (71%) of people wanted to see maps of the footpaths provided. Excellent 
illustrated maps of walks within the Village itself are produced by the Somborne Society 
and available from the Post Office. There is also a large map of walks in the Parish is on 
the wall of the Crown Inn. TVBC also publish high quality walking pamphlets including 
two walks in the Parish – extending the number of Parish walks in this series would be 
useful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opinion was split on whether 
the footpaths were 
adequately maintained or 
not. 
 
 
 
 

Usage of country footpaths/bridleways in and around village

 Daily/weekly, 53%

Monthly, 18%

Less than monthly, 

22%

Never, 6%

Are footpaths maintained?

Some, 45%

No, 12%

No Comment, 

14%

Yes, 30%
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It has been proposed that ‘adoption’ of sections of footpaths might be a way of involving 
more parishioners in the maintenance task. 
 
The suitability of the footpaths for disabled or pushchairs 
is always a difficult issue as some footpaths would never 
be suitable. However there was general opinion that 
some key footpath routes in the village should be 
accessible to disabled and pushchairs. These include the 
path behind the church and through to the recreation 
ground and the paths alleviating the lack of pavements at 
each end of the A3057. 
 
Only 11% of cycling respondents with an opinion thought 
facilities for them were good, 57% thought them 
reasonable but 32% went as far as to call the facilities 
poor. The overall dissatisfaction was having to use the 
main roads within and close to the Village and all the 
attendant risks already identified in the highways and 
traffic section. 
 
The opinion on horse riding facilities was better with 22% of those with an opinion 
considering the facilities good, 67% reasonable and only 11% considering them bad.  

 

   
Action for leisure issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Through the Gauntlet & Sombornes web site 
promote more awareness of the lesser known clubs 
and societies 

Clubs/Societies Immediate 

   
Establish an umbrella group representing the major 
clubs/societies meeting annually to consider co-
ordination of larger events and opportunities for 
shared activities/resources. 

Clubs/Societies 
 
 

Immediate 

   
Utilise the Sombornes web site for all local clubs 
and societies e.g. football club to have a page on 
the site for fixtures etc. 

Clubs/Societies 
Web Master 

Immediate 

   
Develop and kick start new clubs/societies/activities 
(see Development Committee in Village Facilities 
section) 

KSPC 
Clubs/Societies 
VFDC 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Form working group to identify activities for young 
people focusing on middle to late teens 

KSPC Immediate 

   
Pass footpath comments to Footpath Warden KSPC 

Footpath Warden 
Immediate 

   
Introduce a footpath adoption scheme Footpath Warden Qtr 4 2006 
   
Expand footpath map booklets beyond village 
boundaries 

TVBC Qtr 4 2006 
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Utilities and Services 

 
Emergency Services – Fire 
 
In asking for positive or negative experience people 
had experienced with the fire service there were 30 
responses. Of these 28 were positive and many very 
complimentary particularly of the service provided by 
the Stockbridge team. Just a few examples are: 
 

• The school enjoyed the visit 

• Came when called on Christmas day 

• They ensured no lives were at risk and as 
much of our house and contents survived 

• Thank you the Stockbridge volunteer fire crews 
 
There was only one specific criticism about response time and a second comment 
referred to concerns about the future of the Stockbridge team. 
 
There are 52 fire stations, either full time or retained (part time), in Hampshire. There are 
three full-time stations at Southampton, Eastleigh & Basingstoke within response 
distance to Kings Somborne. The fire stations at Stockbridge and Romsey are part time 
retained stations with Winchester and Andover day time hours only. This means that 
during the night King’s Somborne is dependent upon response from stations 20 miles 
away. 
 
For 2004, in Hampshire, the response time to primary fires was 92% up to 10 minutes, 
6% 11 to 15 minutes and 2% over 15 minutes. This is very similar to the national 
average.  
 
Current Government proposals are that the number of emergency fire control centres 
should be reduced to nine regional ones. The location of the South East Region centre 
covering Kings Somborne has now been announced as Kite's Croft, Fareham. 
 
For conventional properties two or three tenders and crews will normally attend but for 
thatched cottages five tenders will attend. These responses are based on the full time 
stations supported by the part-time stations. 
 

Emergency Services – Ambulance 
 
The same question about the ambulance service 
generated 44 comments of which 32 were positive and 
complimentary. Just a few examples are: 
 

• Excellent response to a cardiac emergency 

• When needed they have been quick, 
competent and most helpful – paramedic 
backup was superb 

• Very efficient, positive experience 

• Performed very well responding to a car 
crash 

 



 

29. 

However some of the negative responses although few in number were disturbing and 
indicate that response time in particular is a problem. A few examples of the negative 
comments are: 
 

• 45 minutes to arrive at scene of accident in Village 

• Went to wrong Brook in the New Forest 

• Went the wrong way 

• Can take up to 40 minutes to arrive 
 
Currently there are 19 ambulance stations in Hampshire and the nearest to King’s 
Somborne are Winchester, Andover and Eastleigh. Recently announced plans are for the 
Hampshire Ambulance Service Trust to have four shared stations with the emergency 
service to cover the whole of Hampshire at Basingstoke, Portsmouth and Southampton. 
It is proposed that other ambulance services will be strategically placed at major road 
junctions. The Hampshire Ambulance Service Trust emergency call centre will be 
relocated between the M27 and M3. 
 
Response time of ambulances is dependent on the category of the call:- 
 

• Category A – major incident or person collapsing including heart attack is 8 to12 
minutes 

• Category B – response time is 24 minutes 

• Category C – response time set by the Primary Care Trust 
 
All of the 31 Ambulance Trusts in the country are assessed against targets, including 
response time, and for 2002/2003 only five of the trusts received zero star status (out of 
a possible three stars) and Hampshire was one of these. Again in 2004/2005 Hampshire 
Ambulance Service Trust received a zero star rating. The effect of the proposed 
restructuring will have to be assessed against future response times. 
 
To counter concerns about response times by the community a Community ‘First 
Responders’ scheme is being set up and this will require, in addition to the volunteer 
responders, full support from the whole community. In addition there will need to be 
suitable publicity to raise awareness of its availability. 
 
 
Health Care 
 
The Stockbridge surgery is the main location for doctors and nurse run clinics with almost 
90% of the households using them. However their books are now filling and people are 
starting to use Romsey. Other health providers such as dentists, opticians, chiropodists, 
physiotherapists and others are not available in Stockbridge and people travel to 
Winchester, Romsey 
and even beyond to 
receive treatment. 
 
In terms of satisfaction 
with the service 
provided the doctors 
faired the best but 
50% or less of users 
were very satisfied 
with the service from 
hospitals, dentists and 
home carers. 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Clinic

Dentists

Doctors

Opticians

Hospital

Chiropodist

Home Care

Very Fairly Not Very
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Given the access to cars it is not surprising that 94% of the respondents had no problem 
with transport to and from health care. However the remaining 6% should not be ignored 
as access to health care is critical. Their main concern was the availability of buses to 
meet appointments. It is not known whether all these people are aware of the community 
services available to them. 
 
For those not using their own cars then 60% thought ambulance, hospital car service and 
community transport schemes were very satisfactory and around another 20% thought 
them fairly satisfactory 
 
  

Special needs of the Elderly 
 
The questionnaire arbitrarily set the age for elderly at 70. Figures for 2004 show that 
King’s Somborne Parish has 172 people aged 70 and over and that they represent 11% 
of the population. When the last Parish Plan was prepared there were 116 (1981 census) 
which was 9% of the population. TVBC forecasts only go forward six years from now to 
2011 but by then it is expected that there will be 212 or another 50 more people over the 
age of 70 and they will represent 13% of the population. 
 
 
 
About a third of our elderly live more 
than 50 miles from their families and 
another 20% from 11 to 50 miles 
highlighting the importance of 
community support. 
 
Only 8% of our elderly thought the 
parish did not fulfil their needs very well. 
Some of their complaints about lack of 
police presence, need for retirement 
homes, a call for more pavements and slower traffic and better access to doctors’ 
surgeries have been covered elsewhere in this report. Not covered elsewhere in the 
report was their specific needs for more carers and a suggestion that all the help that is 
available for them in the Parish should be made more visible. 
 
84% said they didn’t need any more activities other than those already in the community 
but where there were suggestions then activities such as Pilates, physical exercise 
classes, gym and bowls were mentioned. 
 
Crime and Policing 
 
The questions on experience of crime were not time specific and so the answers reflect 
all the experiences of the parishioners over all of their time in the parish. The analysis 
does show however that the level of crime is similar or lower than that in Test Valley. It 
does mean we live and work in a comparatively safe area because Test Valley 
experiences a lower incidence of almost every category of crime than either Hampshire 
or the country as a whole.  For example for England and Wales reported burglaries are 
182 per 10,000 households, for the South East Region 121, for Hampshire 94 and Test 
Valley 70. 
 
Crime surveys do show that in general crime levels are falling but these trends are not 
always reflected in figures that show crime that is reported to the police. However they do 

Over 70's family distance

In the Parish

27%

Within 10 miles

21%
11 to 50 miles

20%

Over 50 miles

32%
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agree that after peaking in the 1990s burglary and car crime is now back to the levels of 
the 1980s and still falling.  
 
This reduction in the level of crime makes the response to the question on satisfaction of 
policing surprising. 58% of respondents said they did not believe that policing in the 
Parish was adequate. In the 1983 survey only 5% had this view – this is a major shift in 
opinion given that crime is apparently less or certainly no worse than then. This problem 
of crime perception is recognised by Hampshire Constabulary who state “Rural 
communities experience isolation and fear of crime, which is disproportionate to reality”. 
 
The questionnaire did coincide with the recent removal of the village resident policeman 
and the closure of the police house. It was not surprising that when asked what 
improvements could be made to policing that 117 households or over a third of our 
contributors wanted to see the local and or resident policeman returned. The remainder 
of the respondents wanted more presence in some form or other. Removal of the 
policeman was not what the community wanted and they have not so far been reassured 
by the alternatives proposed.  
 
The Hampshire Constabulary aim is to provide: 

• local officers at local stations owning local problems in their community  

• a visible deterrent  

• a quick response when there is an emergency  

• innovative solutions to problems in rural communities 

A Community Beat Officer (CBO), Tim Bonser, has been appointed for King’s Somborne 
and Stockbridge and  has an office at Stockbridge Police Station. He is easily contacted 
apart from the 999 emergency calls through the central switchboard 0845 0454545 and 
then asking for him by name. 
The 0845 number and his e-mail (timothy.bonsor@hampshire.pnn.police.uk) means he 
can be contacted even for those minor but often irritating crimes/incidents which do more 
to colour the perception of crime than the bigger almost infrequent crimes. The only way 
to make rural policing work in the future is to fully engage the CBO in the community 
concerns. 
 
In addition to the CBO a mobile police station visits Kings Somborne village on the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 12:00 crewed by Pc John Viney and Pc Ian Robinson. 
 
Again from the Constabulary “It is paramount there is close consultation between police 
and the rural community either to prevent those crimes (or fear of those crimes) or to 
increase significantly the possibility of crimes being solved.” 
 
Residents who want to become more involved in local policing matters can do so via the 
KSPC, Neighbourhood Watch and as Special Constables. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) functions well in the Parish with 18 co-ordinators reporting 
in to one overall co-ordinator. They are provided with a weekly summary of crimes by the 
CBO and these are then summarised and published monthly in the Gauntlet. The NW 
has a cascade system for alerting parishioners to urgent crime problems. 
In line with national trends far too many incidents, particularly minor incidents, go 
unreported. The CBO will get the best picture and be able to identify trends and make 
links if he is given as much as information as possible. This can be direct or through 
neighbourhood watch. 
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Utilities 

Utilities service performance
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Most of the utilities were rated as adequate or good by over 95% of the households. The 
exceptions were terrestrial television reception and radio where a number of households 
were dissatisfied with reception. Without knowledge of the specific locations in the 
community with difficulties it is not possible to identify whether the problem lies with 
transmission or reception limitations. 
 
17% of households are not on mains drainage reflecting the rural nature of the 
community. 
 
All parishioners have electricity with oil and LPG usage split 75%/25%. When asked 
about Natural Gas 57% (197) of all households wanted to see this brought into the 
Parish. Although a main gas supply runs close to the Village the feed would have to 
come from a smaller supply pipe. In 1983 the cost to provide a supply from Romsey was 
put at £500,000 which would equate to over a million pounds today. This figure needs to 
be confirmed but it is likely that it will be considered, as it was then, to be cost prohibitive.  
 
30% of the parish households now use a satellite dish for television reception, a 
technology which had only just started when the 1983 plan was published. It should be 
noted there are planning conditions for dishes in Conservation Areas. 
 
Already 112 householders are reported to be on broadband. 
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Waste Collection and Recycling 
 
The questionnaire asked if people were satisfied with the type, method, quality and 
frequency of waste collection and 76% were. Those who were not satisfied identified the 
green sack system as the most significant deficiency. Others wanted to see a more 
frequent collection of the recyclables or bigger bins. 

 
The inadequacy of the green 
sacks was further highlighted 
when people were asked what 
disposal method of garden 
refuse they used. Of the 
households that use the green 
sacks 63% reported that they 
were dissatisfied. The main 
causes were (1) the need to 
pay an additional fee (2) bags 
too small, awkward to move 
and liable to damage (3) with 
an unreliable and infrequent 
collection. TVBC has recently 
made changes to the service 

but it remains to be seen whether the residents become more satisfied or not. It is 
significant that a large proportion of the community use compost heaps or the recycle 
centre for garden waste rather than the green bags. 
 
When asked how to improve recycling/waste disposal (apart from those concerning the 
green bags) our respondents highlighted (1) collection of a wider range of materials 
including bottles, glass, batteries, white goods, cardboard (2) separate containers for the 
different recyclables (3) a better recycling facility (4) waterproof stickers to show what is 
permitted in recycling bins (5) community compost. There were a total of 77 suggestions 
showing the community is active and concerned about recycling and the issue of waste 
disposal. 
 
Mobile Library 
 
Only 14% of households use the mobile library but the service is obviously important to 
them. There were a number of reasons given for not using the service with the most 
common being use of the main libraries, being out or at work on library days, buying own 
books, don’t read books, or no time to do so, and a library service did not meet the 
lifestyle. A small number of households were unaware of the service or its days/times or 
were thinking of using the library in the future. It may be possible to pull these additional 
users in with appropriate publicity/awareness 
 
HCC are currently reviewing /rationalising the mobile library service.  
 
Local Commercial Services 
 
Shops 
 
King’s Somborne has two general stores that are used at least weekly by 92% of our 
households. In response to a question on what improvements could be made 39 
households took the trouble to compliment the shops on the quality of service. The 
suggestions for improvement included lower prices, longer and later opening hours, even 

Which disposal method for garden refuse

Recycle centre, 

26%

Compost heap, 

48%

Green bag service, 

26%



 

34. 

wider range of services, fresh baked bread/cakes (already considered and found to be 
impractical), parking, more local produce, delivery and other miscellaneous ideas. 

 
Post Office 
 
The King’s Somborne Post Office is incorporated in the Cross 
General Store and considered very important by 83% of our 
respondents and important by another 16%. The Post Office 
offers a whole range of services including currency and banking. 
There were only a few suggestions for improvement that related 
to the Post Office including extended services and extended 
opening hours. 
 

Pubs 
 
Today, there are only two pubs in the Parish: the Crown, 
situated in the very heart of the village and the John O’Gaunt at 
Horsebridge. There was a large and explicit response to the 
question on why households were not using the pubs. The 
responses indicate there is a huge opportunity for both pubs to 
increase trade and become better assets to the Parish by 
taking note of the comments and changing accordingly. 
 

In-Home Services 
 
The questionnaires revealed that many households were already using local contractors 
for services in and around the home and many advertise in The Gauntlet. Equally there 
were many households who would use more services if they could only be found locally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High on the list were 96 households who would like to find a local taxi service 
which would suggest there is a good business opportunity in this area. Further 
services providers sought were plumbers, electricians, window cleaners and 
others shown on the chart. Some of these services exist and it is not known 
whether it is capacity, awareness or quality problems preventing our respondents 
from using these services. 

Number of households finding local services difficult to find
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Action for utilities and services issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Pass the comments to the Fire Service 
Distribute self help publicity material 

KSPC 
Fire Service 

Immediate 

   
Pass the comments to the Ambulance service  
Seek assurances on response time    
Ensure call centre has all location data 

1)KSPC 
2)Chief Executive    
   of Ambulance   
   Service 
3)Medical Trust    
   Director 

Immediate 
Qtr 2 2006 
Qtr 2 2006 

   
Pass the health care comments to Mid Hampshire 
Primary Care Trust (PCT), Stockbridge Surgery, 
Eastleigh & Test Valley South PCT and the Alma 
Road Surgery 

KSPC 
Health Care 
Providers  
   

Immediate 

   
Ensure all residents are aware of community 
transport services (welcome pack)  

KSPC 
Providers 

Ongoing 

   
Initiate keep fit for the elderly at the Village   
Hall. Also see Village Facilities Development 
Committee 

1) VFDC 
2) HCC Adult 

Education 
3) Romsey 

Directory 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Pass the comments to the Constabulary   
Conduct an awareness programme 

KSPC 
Chief Constable 

Immediate 
Qtr 4 2006 

   
Pass the comments on waste collection to the TVBC 
Environmental Officer. Identify an improvement 
program.  

KSPC 
TVBC 

Immediate 
Qtr 2 2006 

   
Pass the comments to the HCC Mobile Library 
Service. Identify an awareness campaign. 
Respond to any review/rationalisation  

KSPC 
HCC 
KSPC 

Immediate 
Qtr 2 2006 

   
Pass the comments made to the shop owners  KSPC Immediate 
   
Pass the comments made to the Post Office KSPC Immediate 
   
Keep a watching brief on the health of shops and   
Post Office to ensure these services are maintained 

KSPC Ongoing 

   
Pass the comments made to the pub owners  KSPC Immediate 
   
Through publicity encourage  more local service  
Providers 

KSPC Qtr 2 2006 

   
Publicise TVBC Community Services with a notice 
board outside the Village Hall 

TVBC Qtr 2 2006 
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Communications 

 
 
The Gauntlet 
 
The Gauntlet started as a Church magazine but now embraces all 
aspects of community life. It is a free local magazine and is 
distributed by hand by up to 40 volunteers every month to all the 
residents of the Sombornes and Ashley. The magazine relies on 
local advertisers to support its costs. Of our respondents 73% 
found the magazine very interesting and another 24% found it 
interesting – a much loved local magazine and a powerful 
communicator. There were some individual ideas offered on how it 
might be improved even further but with no common themes 
  

Sombornes Web Site 
 
A large proportion of households (79%) now have access to a computer compared with 
what must have been almost zero in 1983. This is slightly above the current national 
average. The telephone exchange at King’s Somborne has now been upgraded to allow 
high speed broadband internet connections and 32% of households in our survey said 
they had this new service. 
The community has a web site at www.thesombornes.org.uk and a Web Master 
appointed by the KSPC. Unfortunately only a quarter of the households with a computer 
have accessed it. The site is in its early days and needs much more input and 
participation to make it really useful to the community. 
 
Notice Boards 
 
Notice boards are located in King’s Somborne, Up Somborne, and Ashley. These are 
supplemented by individual notices ‘posted’ on telegraph poles albeit there is a question 
of legality with this. It would appear that notice boards are read by 74% of the 
respondents which makes them powerful communicators. In terms of more formal 
notices and planning applications the notice board in the Village Hall is more 
comprehensive. However this not always open and not used by all the residents. 
Consequently notices in the hall are viewed by only 35% of households and this means 
this information is not as readily communicated to the larger population 
 

Action for communications issues Responsibility Timescales 
   
Pass  on suggestions for improvement to ‘The 
Gauntlet’ 

KSPC Immediate 

   
Establish a small group to work with the Web Master 
to kick start the web site in order to maximise the 
value to the community 

KSPC  
Web Master 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Ensure all the community notice boards are   
maintained and keep to a standard worthy of  their 
place as key communicators 

Clubs/Societies 
KSPC 

Ongoing 
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Conservation and Village Design 

 

 
Rural Environment 
 
The questionnaire asked how the 
surrounding countryside could be 
improved. Hedgerows are often seen as 
defining features of English landscape 
character. They are important for wildlife 
and provide valuable evidence of 
historic development. In addition they 
can help to prevent soil erosion and 
water run-off, shelter and control 
livestock, and protect crops from wind. It 
is not surprising therefore that our 
residents gave retention, maintenance 
and replanting of hedgerows as the 
most important thing that could be done to improve the countryside. It was thought also 
that the current practice of severe slashing is unsightly and destroys plants and habitats 
for wildlife. 
 
In recent years a lot of work has been done nationally to survey and then change the 
approach to hedgerows. There is now a mixture of awareness, incentive and legislation 
all aimed at restoring hedgerows. This is reflected in the amount of planting that can be 
seen already within the parish. 
 
Next highest on the list on things to improve the countryside was ‘leave it as it is’, a clear 
message that conservation of what the parish has is of real importance to the 
parishioners. 
 
Further down the list of suggestions were issues that had already been raised in other 
areas of the questionnaire such as traffic, dog fouling, building, litter, trees, wild flowers 
and many others. 
 

Conservation Areas 
 
Definition of the conservation areas is an ongoing process with further refinements each 
time as result of the consultation process. The conservation area for King’s Somborne 
was designated in 1971 and extended in 1987. Details of the current area are shown in 
the appendices; the next review is likely to be in 2007/8. 
 

Listed Buildings 
 
The Parish has 82 listed buildings and a further 18 listed features such as cob walls. 
HCC publishes the Hampshire Threatened Historic Buildings at Risk Register. On the 
2003 register there were 4 buildings in King’s Somborne and 2 in Little Somborne 
requiring remedial attention. There were no specific questions regarding historic buildings 
in the survey but their retentions and maintenance is fundamental to preservation of the 
parish character. 
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House Design 
 
The Parish has a wide variety of house designs from the very old represented by its 
listed buildings to the more modern. In the main, the latest developments have attempted 
to blend in by using local materials, particularly flint in walls. 
 
The mechanism for defining local desires into planning controls is through Village Design 
Statements (VDS). In recent years an exercise to produce a VDS for King’s Somborne 
was not completed. TVBC provides advice and assistance to Parish/Town Councils in 
their preparation of VDS and Parish Plans. Once completed, these documents will 
usually be adopted by TVBC as supplementary planning guidance (SPG). 
  
TVBC have to date adopted VDS from 14 Test Valley parishes 
 
There were no questions in the survey on house design and no call for control of design 
in the comments received. The view of the Parish Plan Committee was that although a 
VDS could be useful it might be too constraining and fail to encourage more imaginative 
design approaches. Considered more important is control of what can only be called 
‘eyesores’ and these were raised in the comments by the residents. Included in these 
eyesores were breeze block and white brick walls, rusty corrugated iron roofs, scaffold 
pole bridge/pavement rails, grossly oversized flood indicators, unsympathetic street 
lights, barbed wire and myriads of overhead wires. Some of those highlighted in our 
survey have been included in the appendices. 
 
 
Litter 
 
Whilst not directly a conservation issue, litter is a sign of the respect communities have 
for their environment and it seemed appropriate to include the results on this issue from 
the questionnaire. In fact there is a split in opinion with 55% believing there was no litter 
problem and 45% of the opinion there was a problem. Those that considered litter to be a 
problem identified the recreation ground, road side verges, Church Road, near the Post 
Office and the stream bed in Vicarage Lane as particularly bad areas. There were many 
more locations identified and issues such as fly tipping, dog fouling and education of 
youngsters were all commented on by the respondents. 
 
Currently there is no litter warden in the parish. 
 
 
Biodiversity 
 
The questionnaire only addressed questions on trees and wild flowers in the wide issue 
of biodiversity. 
 
63% of households who expressed an opinion were in favour of planting more trees. The 
overwhelming preference was for indigenous local tree species and the most common 
site identified was the recreation ground although there were other areas that will be 
passed on to the parish Tree Warden. 
 
The main emphasis of local planning is on preservation and retention of identified 
landscaping provided by existing trees. The 1987 conservation plan for King’s Somborne 
identified a significant number of important trees and groups of trees, important 
hedgerows, open areas and consequent important views. Any additional planting of 
hedgerows or trees would take account of this conservation plan. 
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When asked about creating a 
wild flower conservation area 
83% who responded to this 
question were in favour. A 
number of locations were 
suggested with the most 
popular being the Three 
Fields area. A wild flower 
project is already underway at 
the edge of village cemetery 
in King’s Somborne. 
 
 
 
 

Flooding 
 
Only 4% of our respondents have had their house insurance increased because of 
flooding. When asked how best to combat flooding then by far the biggest number of 
comments related to keeping the ditches, drains and stream bed clear and clean. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action for conservation and village 
design  issues 

Responsibility Timescales 

   
Review the need for a VDS KSPC Qtr 2 2006 

   
Pursue the outstanding ‘in danger’ listed buildings in 
the Parish 

TVBC 
HCC 

Qtr 4 2006 

   
Draw up a plan to remove the ‘eyesores’   KSPC 

HCC 
TVBC 

Qtr 2 2007 

   
Appoint a litter warden    
Hold a litter volunteer day 

KSPC Qtr 4 2006 

   
Draw up a tree planting strategy  Tree Warden Qtr 4 2006 
   
Create  a biodiversity conservation area KSPC Qtr 2 2007 
   
Ensure ditches, drains and stream beds are kept 
clear. Where appropriate, increase the size of 
drainage and culverts 

HCC Ongoing 

   
 
 
 
 

Test Way

Little Somborne

Churchyard

Stream
Cemetry

Three Fields

John O Gaunt 

PalaceOthers
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Funding Opportunities 

 
 

The Government has set up a number of organisations that are dedicated to providing 
grants to improve the facilities available to Communities and to preserve the country’s 
heritage. Recently the Big Lottery Fund has been created and takes on board the work 
done by the Community Fund amongst others. To illustrate the size of funding available 
the Community Fund has in recent years been providing £17m per year to Village Halls.    
 
In this section of the Village Plan we attempt to list the key funding organisations and 
show the variety of projects that can be supported.   
 

 
TVBC and HCC 
 
Grants are available from both TVBC and HCC provided that the project sponsors and 
the KSPC provide an appropriate level of capital financial support. 
 
Test Valley Borough Council Comprehensive Funding Website ( www.testvalley.gov.uk. 
Community page) – is a service available to help anyone searching for funding bodies. 
Contact can be made on 01264 368623 
 

Defra – Rural Enterprise Scheme 
 
This scheme provides assistance to projects that support the development of 
sustainable, diversified and enterprising rural economies  and communities. It is 
potentially relevant to schemes ranging from farm-based and horticultural businesses to 
voluntary and community organisations and individuals. Examples are: 

• Renovation or provision of community buildings such as village halls, scout 
and guide huts, 

• Provision or restoration of outdoor community facilities such as parks, play 
areas, car parks etc. 

• Renovation of dilapidated buildings for commercial or community use. 

• Conservation of historic rural buildings. 

• Restoration of, or access to, rural heritage features including archaeological 
remains, parkland etc. 

 

Local Heritage Initiative 

Grants from a minimum of £3000 to a maximum of £25,000 are available to community 
groups (not individuals) wishing to develop heritage projects. The project must involve 
the local community. Examples are: 

• Charting ancient remains. 

• Looking after hedgerows. 

• Restoring village ponds. 

• Studying historic buildings 

• Keeping craft traditions alive. 

 

 For further assistance call 0870 9000 401 
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Look! Need Funding? 
 

Grants between £250 and £7000 are available for projects or activities that benefit 
children or young people aged 0-19. 

Examples of grants that have been made are: 

• Out of school activities for special needs children. 

• Contact centres for children to keep in touch with non-resident parents. 

• Parenting courses. 

• Play schemes. 

• Setting up youth forums. 

• Breakfast clubs and after school clubs. 

• Counselling services for young carers and bereaved children. 

For an application pack ring 0845 1130 161 

 

The National Lottery - The Big Lottery Fund 

 

The fund aims to make real improvements to the lives of disadvantaged people and the 
well being of communities. Grants are available to promote: 

• community learning and creation of opportunity, 

• promoting community safety and cohesion, 

• promoting well-being. 

 The objective of the fund is to produce the following ‘outcomes’: 

• to enable people to be better able to contribute to their communities through 
improved life skills 

• to help people to become actively involved in their communities, 

• to enhance rural and urban environments to enable communities to access 
and enjoy them, 

• to improve the fitness of the Nation. 

The Big Lottery Fund is currently in a state of transition and its website is not very helpful.   
However it is a potential source of funds for many projects. In particular its ‘Awards for 
All’ scheme provides grants to community groups of between £500 and £5000.    

The National Lottery enquiry line is 01483 462943. 

 

SITA Environmental Trust 

Communities within ten miles of a landfill site have access to funds from SITA 
Environmental Trust. This is basically a rebate to communities of some landfill tax. King’s 
Somborne is not within ten miles of a working SITA site as the site at Bunny Lane has 
been closed for some years. 
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Appendices 

  
 

Appendix 1 – Useful links 
 
www.statistics.gov.uk 
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 
www.hants.gov.uk 
www.testvalley.gov.uk 
www.defra.gov.uk 
www.crimestatistics.org.uk 
www.cpre.org.uk 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
www.dft.gov.uk 
www.charity-commission.gov.uk/ 
www.defra.gov.uk/rural/pdfs/village_halls 
www.countryside.gov.uk 
http://action.hants.org.uk 
www.hampshire.police.uk 
www.hampshireambulance.nhs.uk 
www.hantsfire.gov.uk 
www.upmystreet.com 
www.ourproperty.co.uk 
www.thesombornes.org.uk 
www.visionofbritain.org.uk 

 
Appendix 2 – Special thanks 
 
David Bidwell (Chairman) and the KSPC for continuous support and encouragement 
Jo Dixon – Senior Officer (Community Resources). Community Action Hampshire HCC 
Kathryn Boyles - Senior Research Officer (Demography).Environment Department HCC 
Dreweatt-Neate for providing the conservation map 
ABP Print for printing the questionnaire. 
   

Appendix 3 – Local Clubs and Societies 
 
Badminton     Somborne Singers 
Drop In (coffee mornings)   Twinning Association 
Home Group (bible study)   Sunshine Club 
Ignite (youth group)    Women’s Institute 
Somborne Needle Workers   Cricket Club 
Somborne Players (theatre)   Footpath Walk 
Somborne Society (local history)  Lunch Club 
Working Men’s Club    Prayer Group 
Women’s Fellowship    Scouts 
Youth Football Team    Skittles 
Bell Ringing     Sailing 
Football Club     Tiny Tots 
Horticultural Society    Sunday School 
Parent and Toddler Group   Short Mat Bowls 
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Oversize flood sign 

Appendix 4 - Eyesores 
 
 
 

 
Standard urban light fittings 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scaffold pole bridge railings 

13th century church, Lutyens’ memorial & 20th 
century bus shelter 

Dilapidated roof on listed building 

Telephone & electric wire jungle 

Barbed wired at Recreation Ground 
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Appendix 5 – Conservation 
 

 
 
Appendix 6 - One way road proposal for The Cross 
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Monitoring 
 

 
No plan was ever achieved without rigorous monitoring and visibility of results. It is 
recommended that the Parish Council include, every six months, in its agenda a  
Parish Plan item that monitors the actions included in this report. 

 

 
Feedback 

 
 

Thank you for reading our report. We hope you have found it useful and 
interesting. If you have any comments to make regarding the report and its contents 
please let us know and we will make every effort to report these at a later date. 
 
Comments can be passed on to any of the committee members or sent to the 
Chairman of the Parish Plan Committee at 5 Forge Close, Kings Somborne.  
Comments can also be sent electronically to parishplan@thesombornes.org.uk 

 

 

Distribution 
 
 

 Kings Somborne Parish and Ashley residents 
 Kings Somborne Parish Council 
 Neighbouring Parish Councils 
 Parish Plan Committee 
 Test Valley Borough Council 
 Borough Councillor 
 Hampshire County Council 
 County Councillor 
 Member of Parliament 
 Countryside Agency 
 DEFRA 
 Hampshire Constabulary 
 Community Beat Officer 
 Hampshire Ambulance Service Trust 
 Stockbridge and Romsey Surgeries 
 Utilities providers 
 Transport providers 
 Somborne Society archive 
 
 Additional copies can be obtained from the Parish Council at £4 each. 
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The Tapestry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� TOP BORDER: A Crusader with shield and banner, the arms of the Hervey-Bathurst 

family of Somborne Park; a motte and bailey castle built about 1100 at Ashley, then part 
of the Royal Forest of Bere: a Roman centurion; the monument at Farley Mount; a 
German Junkers 88 fighter/bomber. John of Gaunt's archery butt; representation of local 
organisations including uniformed groups and the WI; the 'Sprat and Winkle' line which 
opened in 1865, running from Southampton to Andover along the line of the old canal. 
The crest of Sir Thomas Sopwith, the aviation pioneer, who lived at Compton Manor for 
more than 40 years; a World War I Sopwith Camel and Sir Thomas' yacht Endeavour in 
which he competed for the Americas' Cup. 

  
� MIDDLE SECTION:Prominent in the centre of the panel is the elegant War Memorial 

designed by Lutyens. Behind it is the parish church of St Peter and St Paul. To the right of 
the church is the Revd Richard Dawes' school of 1842. To the left of the church are the 
18th century thatched Crown Inn and the adjacent Crown Cottage with fine topiary work. 
Above the War Memorial is the 15th century Cruck Cottage. Between Cruck Cottage and 
tower of the church is a field of oil-seed rape. In the bottom left hand corner is Marsh 
Court. Above Marsh Court is the restored Saxon Church at Little Somborne, and 
Somborne Park, seat of the Hervey-Bathursts. Up Somborne, a small farming village, is in 
the top left hand corner of the panel. A combine harvester is at work in a cornfield and a 
tractor ploughing in another. To the right of Up Somborne is Ashley with the little church of 
St Mary. To the right of the church is Ashley Manor. The thatched cottage is 'Little 
Thatches' which also has internal cruck beams. The memorial on Farley Mount can just 
be seen on the skyline. To the right of Ashley is Hoplands, an equestrian area, and, below 
it, the retirement cottages in Humber View. The small farming hamlet of Eldon is seen in 
the top right hand corner. The small, redundant chapel is in the farm complex. Flying over 
Compton Manor is a red Wessex helicopter of the Royal Flight used by Prince Charles 
who often enjoyed the excellent shooting on the estate. The chalk pits at Brook are a local 
landmark. In the lower right hand corner is Horsebridge Mill. Behind the mill is part of John 
of Gaunt's deer park. Two long distance footpaths cross in the village and the walkers in 
the bottom left hand corner represent the many ramblers who pass through the village. At 
the other side of the panel the late Mike Simms is seen fishing in the John of Gaunt lake 
which he established. Two local children by the stream watch the swans while Ian 
Wilson's bull terrier, Puckeridge, waits patiently. 

 
� LOWER BORDER: Increasingly rare barn owls; snowdrop and poppy; butterflies including 

the rare Chalk Blue; Kingfisher and heron; lilies of the valley, pheasants; the parish 
names, panel date and fruit; pedigree cow and bull; cowslips; foxes; the rare green 
fritillary; sheep, pig and deer; rare varieties of orchid. 

 


